Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



U. , Ve/Ut^Th l^i^^c^ <C/ 






<r 




f S5|o 




Vi 



A i^ Uc>^^^ 



■ ^^. k 



r 



I 



1 



V I 



** . • TO 



MERICA AND BACK: 



iditrag |luit» 



BY 



M. JACKSON, 

nLLOW OF THE BOYAL METEOBOLOaiCAL SOCIETY; 
PRINCIPAL OF THE VALE ACADEMY, RAM8GATE. 



LONDON: 
McCORQUODALE & CO., LIMITED, 

OAEDINGTON STEBET, N.W. 

SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, & CO., 
STATIONEES' HALL COFET, B.C. 

1886. 



LONDOlrf : 

MoCtoEaroDAM & Co., LiiiitM), 

Oa»i>wotok Bibbkt, Hampbxiad Boap, N.W 



i/?^/^5;g3 - f.h. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTBB 

I. Introduction... ••• ... ... .«• 

II. London — ^Liverpool — Queenstown 

III. Crossing the Atlantic 

IV. New York — ^Brooklyn 

V. The Hudson — Saratoga 

VI. Montreal — Enowlton ... 

VII. Quebec — Sorel — St. Lawrence 

VIII. British Association — Ottawa 

IX. Niagara — ^Toronto— Lake Ontario •• 

X. Philadelphia... ... ... ••• ... 

XI. American Association — ^Pennsjlvanian Coalfields 

XII. Around Philadelphia 

XIII. Washington 

XIV. Baltimore ... ••• ••• ••• ... *.# 

XV. Homeward Way 



FAOE 

5 

7 

18 

43 

61 

76 

93 

108 

121 

138 

149 

174 

191 

212 

219 



Sketch of Sea Route ... 



Pacing Title Page 



AMERICA AND BACK: 



A HOLI DAY RUN. 



INTRODUCTION. 

When Montreal was first fixed on as the meeting place 

of the British Association for 1884, the possibility of 

visiting the American continent, under very pleasant 

circumstances, immediately presented itself to my 

mind. And afterwards, when such indacements were 

offered to the members by the Canadian Government, 

the citizens of Montreal, and the various shipping 

companies, I at once determined to embrace the 

opportunity of crossing the Atlantic and of treading 

a soil I had often heard of but had never hoped to see. 

Before starting I formed a resolution, that most 

I travellera will deem foolish and absurd, of having 

r nothing to do with guide books or accounts of people 

I -who had visited the New World before me, but to 

► acquire any knowledge I might, in the same way I 

originally acquired it of the world in which I waa 



6 AMERICA AND BACK 

born, by making a use of my senses, especially of my 
eyes and ears. By this means I thought that my 
knowledge, if less extensive and accurate, would be 
at least more vivid and portable, and perhaps also 
more permanent and useful, because more truly my 

I am well aware that my account hereby runs the 
risk of being puerile and trifling; most boyish things 
are, and it was in the spirit and aspiration of a boy 
above all that I undertook the jourdey. The following 
pages are some of the results. I have written them, 
first of all for my own benefit and anmsem.ent, and 
if any others think worth while to read them I shall 
be very glad if they afford any benefit or amusement 
to them. 

Throughout I make it a point to omit names, and 
hold it to be the first duty of a traveller, and especially 
of one seeking to benefit himself, to adhere strictly 
to truth. I have, therefore, scrupulously avoided 
invention, or any attempt to embellish my narrative 
by drawing on my imagination. All that I have 
written as fact is what I have actually seen or heard. 
I may have fallen into errors— who does not? — but 
I have not intentionally departed a hair's-breadth from 
the truth. 
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CHAPTER II. 
LONDON— LIVERPOOL— QUEENSTOWN. 

After due consideration of the most eligible route, I 
decided to go from Liverpool by the "Arizona," 
belonging to the Guion line of steamers. This vessel 
had a great reputation, was of 6,000 tons register, and 
with engines of 6,000 horse-power; her length, 450 feet. 
She had performed some of the fastest passages on record 
between Liverpool and New York, and was esteemed 
a very good boat in stormy weather. This character 
she well sustained during the two voyages I made in 
her, as will appear in the sequel. Having fixed on 
my ship and made the necessary preparations, taking 
special care to have my whole impedimenta in one 
receptacle — a P. and 0. Trunk — I started from Eams- 
gate by the two o'clock cheap fast train of the South 
Eastern feailway, on the 8th of August, under a 
temperature of 79° in the shade, a heat that tried 
all the enterprising travellers. In overdue time we 
reached London, and it was found that there were 
twenty minutes left between the arrival of the train 
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at Cannon Street and the departure of an eipress 
from Euston. For the service of the whole train 
there appeared to be only two porters — all others may 
have been disabled by the heat — and, with a heroiam 
truly admirable under the cii-cum stances, these two 
chose to attend first to those who had much luggage 
rather than to me with my solitaiy package. So, five 
precious minutes of the twenty were lost before I 
could start in my hansom, and all hope of catching 
the 5 p.m. express had to be abandoned. There was 
no train before 6.30, so I had to start for Liverpool at 
that late hour. The passengers in my compart.ment 
vfere a priest, a soldier, a loquacious Irishman, a news- 
paper-reading Englishman, a comSdienne and two 
girls along with her — to all three the Irishman made 
himself agreeable, and kept up a running fire and 
exchange of jokes and glances. The train being 
for Holyhead, I had to leave it at Crewe and wait for 
one to Liverpool. While doing so, I was struck by 
the unusually numerous and heavy trains for the 
North. The cholera in the south of France was 
turning the travelling public — English, American, and 
Australian — from the Straits of Dover to the banks of 
the Tweed, Clyde, and Forth. Towards midnight we 
started again for Liverpool — the carriage full of silent 
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men, the hour not favourable to talk. Some of them 

I were on their way to America, like myself, as I dia- 

I covered next day on board. On arriving at Lime Street, 

I towards the wee short hour, I was informed by the 

L night policeman that the Station Hotel was " full up ; " 

D hope of lodging there, and little anywhere else, aa 

s Friday night, when so many were in Iiiverpool 

idy to start, nest day for America and elsewhere. 

BsideB, the assizes were being held, which had also 

rought many people into the town. G-etting into a 

p, I told the driver to take me to some hotel. He 

£ me to the Alexandra, in Dale Street. There the 

night porter, the only mortal stirring, said he had just 

I bedroom left. That, said 1, was enough for me. 

■he hall was everywhere encumbered with luggage 

idy addressed and labelled, and the walls adorned 

L pictures of the favourite ocean steamers, steam 

l.np and in sailing trim. 

As the heat at Liveqiool was as great aa at London, 
I the purchases I made next morning was a very 
t coat to wear on board, though I soon found that 
was unnecessary there. Our ship, going at 
(eventeen knots an hour— or nearly twenty English 
miles— gave the feeling of a considerable wind even in 
I perfect calm, and with a moderate wind ahead, a 
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veritable gale ; so that great-coata eame to be more in 
vogue to keep out the cold and rain. 

The "Arizona" was to start at noon. *I took care 
to be at the Princes' landing-stage among the first. 
Cab after cab drove up with loads of luggage outside. 
It was easy to see, without looking at the lettering 
and ou^andisli names, that the owners of this luggage 
were chiefly Americans. The huge ironbound Saratoga 
trunks, like dog-kennels, told sufficiently well the 
nationality, without the speech and beards. The 
hurrying on board increases as the hour of embarkation 
approaches. The luggage is being heaped on the 
fore-part of the tender, also a great number of folding 
sea-chairs, that the more provident have secured with 
a view to comfort. A warning is given to steerage 
passengers not to venture on board this tender. 
Newspaper sellers are endeavouring to vend their ' 
jKipers at double price. I'uiictually at the minute we 
go off to the "Arizona," standing in mid-stream, 
sending forth clouds of black smoke from her two 
funnels, and brooks of yellow-white water from her 
broadside. In a few minutes we are alongside, the 
gangway is thrown across, and the passengers are soon 
on board the floating palace. The luggage and chairs , 
take more time. Some hundreds of steerage paa- 
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sengers are already on board, and a good many first- 
class, all eagerly watching the embarkation. Imme- 
diately on entering I was saluted by an old member of 
the British Association by the words, " Holloa ! my 
friend, I know where you are going." He had got on 
board beforie, and was greatly vexed because he had 
not been able to go with the " Oregon " — the vessel that 
had, up to that time, made the quickest passage on 
record. He had taken the precaution to bespeak a 
berth on her in March, but since then she had left the 
Gruion line, to which her performance had given 
celebrity, and become the property of the Cunard 
Company. So my friend had now to go by the ship 
that had only at one time been the quickest on the 
Atlantic, but was so no longer. I endeavoured to 
console him with the thought that the few hours or 
minutes by which the " Oregon " might beat the 
" Arizona " would not make much difference in the 
end, but I am afraid my words had not much effect on 
his imeasy mind. There is something very fascinating 
in races, and at present a great emulation among the 
various shipping companies on the Atlantic as to who 
shall make the quickest passage. There seems to be 
now a perfect rage for speed. When the Atlantic was 
first crossed by a steamer in three weeks or a month, 
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it waa considered a marvel in marine locomotion. But 
that time was gradually reduced to nine or ten days. 
The " Arizona " first further reduced it to seven days 
and a few hours and minutes. The " Oregon " reduced 
it still more, and her performance in turn has been out- 
done by the " America," which is said to have accom- 
plished the distance between Sandy Hook and 
Queenstown in six days and twenty houra. But her 
pre-emiueuce, it appears, is to be short-lived, for the 
" Umbria," that has been lately launched, is confidently 
expected to accomplish the voyage in less than six 
days, But engineers affirm that a ship can be built 
that will do it iu five, and perhaps even that may not 
be the ultimatum. Speed is only a question of engine- 
power, but cost is the limiting factor. I remember, 
when passing from Holyhead to Dublin many years 
ago, the captain of the packet that ran at fourteen 
knots an hour telling me that any higher speed wonld 
be dangerous at sea, and that the fear of collisions 
would ever prevent vessels running at a speed com- 
parable to that of railways. This may be true in a 
narrow crowded channel, such as he was navigating, 
but on the desert ocean, in clear weather, there would 
be no such danger, as, on certain tracks, a vessel is not 
seen for days. It is expense that will put the limit 
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t speed. The "Oregon," during her swift passage, 
B said to consume 300 tons of coal per day. 
As soon as passengers get on board they make a 
descent to find their berths, or state rooms, as ihey are 
called, in wliich they deposit their light luggage, and 
the stewards by-and-by the heavier, labelled "wanted." 
h^The larger luggage, " not wanted," is speedily lowered 
■into the hold. Punctnally at the time advertised the 
KBcrew is set in motion, a slight tremor is felt, the water 
Ki)eginB to run past, and we are off down the Mersey. 
VThe tender takes the opposite direction, with many 
B friends who had come to see the last of friends. There 
Kenaties a mutual wa^-ing of handkerchiefs, tears are 
■Been in many eyes and looks of sadness on many faces, 
Htliat continue after the retreating tokens of affection 
■liaTe become invisible. Of some it might be said, 
B" Such partings break the heart they fondly hope to 
vlieal." But soon a bell, with a peremptory sotmd, 
Brings for lunch. A new turn is given to the feelings, 
Bsad muaings are interrupted, pocket handkerchiefs — 
Hsow useless as Sags — dry the cheeks, and a descent is 
H made into the saloon. Four tables run parallel the 

■ whole length of the saloon, comfortable chairs, ou both 
I sides, fastened to the floor but turning half round to 

■ receive and let go their occupants. An excellent lunch 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

When Montreal was first fixed on as the meeting place 
of the British Association for 1884, the possihility of 
visiting the American continent, under very pleasant 
circumstances, immediately presented itself to my 
mind. And afterwards, when such inducements were 
offered to the members by the Canadian Government, 
the citizens of Montreal, and the various shipping 
companies, I at once determined to embrace the 
opportunity of crossing the Atlantic and of treading 
a soil I had often heard of but had never hoped to see. 
Before starting I formed a resolution, that moat 
travellers will deem foolish and absurd, of having 
nothing to do with guide hooks or accounts of people 
who had visited the New World before me, but to 
acquire any knowledge I might, in the same way I 
originally acquired it of the world in which I waa 
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born, by making a use of my senses, especially of my 
eyes and eara. By this means I thought that my 
knowledge, if less extensive and accurate, would be 
at least more vivid and portable, and perhaps also 
more permanent and usefiil, because more truly my 
own. 

I am well aware that my account hereby runs the 
risk of being puerile and trifling ; most boyish things 
are, and it was in the spirit and aspiration of a boy- 
above all that I undertook the journey. The following 
pages are some of the results. I have written them, 
first of all for my own benefit and amusement, and 
if any others think worth while to read them I shall 
be very glad if they aftbrd any benefit or amusement 
to them. 

Throughout I make it a point to omit names, and 
hold it to be the first duty of a traveller, and especially 
of one seeking to benefit himself, to adhere strictly 
to truth. I have, therefore, scrupulously avoided 
invention, or any attempt to embellish my narrative 
by drawing on my imagination. All that I have 
written as fact is what I have actually seen or heard. 
I may have fallen into errors —who does not ? — but 
I have not intentionally departed a hairVbreadth from 
the truth. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

LONDON— LIVERPOOL— QUEENSTOWN. 

Aftee due consideration of the most eligible route, I 
decided to go from Liverpool by the '^ Arizona," 
belonging to the Guion line of steamers. This vessel 
had a great reputation, was of 6,000 tons register, and 
with engines of 6,000 horse-power; her length, 450 feet. 
She had performed some of the fastest passages on record 
between Liverpool and New York, and was esteemed 
a very good boat in stormy weather. This character 
she well sustained during the two voyages I made in 
her, as will appear in the sequel. Having fixed on 
my ship and made the necessary preparations, taking 
special care to have my whole impedimenta in one 
receptacle — a P. and 0. Trunk — I started from Eams- 
gate by the two o'clock cheap fast train of the South 
Eastern Eailway, on the 8th of August, under a 
temperature of 79° in the shade, a heat that tried 
all the enterprising travellers. In overdue time we 
reached London, and it was found that there were 
twenty minutes left between the arrival of the train 
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CHAPTEB UL 



CUOSSIKa THE ATLAKTia 



Aptex leaving Qaeeostown, the coarse was continued 

along the Irish coaat towards the Atlantic, the weather 

•till finR, health and spirita excellent. A^ things had 

I not yet got into proper order there was no religions 

[ txsrsief. in Wia Haloon. The ship had now received its 

ffiW complement of passengers ; it contained a popn- 

Utlon equal to that of a good-sized village. The 

following 18 iin official list of the crew : — Seamen, 42 ; 

Bngineera and firemen, 66 j employes in food and pas- 

Iger deiwrtmciit, 73 ; making a total of 181. There 

B lfl6 lirat-cabin paasengers, a good many second- 

I and several hundreds of steerage passengers. 

The whole number of souls on board, as I was told, 

•pproAohed 800. Under the combined influence of 

B weather and a good breakfast the passengers began 

D talk with each other and form acquaintances. It is 

[tttrange to BOf how soon gronps and coteries are formed 

k at sea aa on Ittnil. They keep distinct from each other. 

^lendnhips are thuij formed which oflen long outlast 
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CROSSING THE ATLANTIC. 

^e occasion. Fastnet light,* standing on the sea- 
heaten rock as the ultimate sentinel of the British 
Isles, is passed, the land has disappeared, and we now 
face the lonely ocean. Thoughts are now directed to 
the land on the other aide, which it is Baid we shall 
reach next Sunday morning. At 12 o'clock noon, the 
ship's clock ia set to correspond with the longitude, 
and watches now appear too fast. As our course is 
awaj from the sun ahout ten degrees a day, from noon 
till noon nest day is found not 24 hours but over 24^. 
If people leave their watches alone, as I did mine 
they will iind on reaching New York that they are five 
hours too fast. On going west, the solar day being 
24^ hours, the average distance accomplished between 
noon and noon, as may be seen from the chart, was 

•'■With thia cock comma nidation, by means of a Bahmarine 
electric telegraph cable, will be almost immediacelj cslablUhed, 
weather permitting. Even aa far back as 1854, when this sea-mark 
was lighted as a Bubstitate for Cnpe Clear — which was foar milea 
farther to the caat and north and more IiRhle to be obectircd bv fog — 
the want of effectiTe meaua of aigualling to Crookhaveo, the reliering 
BtatiOQ on the shore, was occasionally felt for ordinary pnrposcg 
in connectiOQ with the service, as owing to the dislance, about eight 
miles, sigtiHl flags and lights conid only be seen in very clear 
weather. Lloyd's recently, looking to the adT^ntages of the site aa 
a means of obtaining intelligence of the movemcnta of shipping, 
cstablisliEd, by permission, an ordinary signal station at the rack in 
connection with the adjacent promontory of Browbesd." — Times, 
aaoQarj Stb, 1865. 
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boni, by making a use of my senses, especially of my 
eyes and ean. By this means I thoaght that my 
knowledge, if less extensive and accurate, vould he 
at least more vivid and portable, and perhaps also 
more permanent and useful, because more truly my 
own. 

I am well aware that my account hereby runs the 
risk of being puerile and trifling; most boyish things 
are, and it was in the spirit and aspiration of a boy 
above all that I undertook the journey. The following 
pages are some of the results. I have written theni, 
first of all for my own benefit and amusement, and 
if any others think worth while to read them I shall 
be very glad if they afford any benefit or amusement 
to them. 

Throughout I make it a point to omit names, and 
hold it to be the first duty of a traveller, and especially 
of one seeking to benefit himself, to adhere strictly 
to truth. I have, therefore, scrupulously avoided 
invention, or any attempt to embellish my narrative 
by drawing on my imagination. All that I have 
written as fact is what I have actually seen or heard. 
I may have fallen into errors— who does not? — but 
I have not intentionally departed a hair's-breadth from 
the truth. 
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CHAPTER 11. 
LONDON—LIVERPOOL— QUEENSTOWN. 

After due consideration of the most eligible route, I 
decided to go from Liverpool by the "Arizona," 
belonging to the Guion line of steamers. This vessel 
had a great reputation, was of 6,000 tons register, and 
with engines of 6,000 horse-power; her length, 450 feet. 
She had performed some of the fastest passages on record 
between Liverpool and New York, and was esteemed 
a very good boat in stormy weather. This character 
she well sustained during the two voyages I made in 
her, as will appear in the sequel. Having fixed on 
my ship and made the necessary preparations, taking 
special care to have my whole impedimenta in one 
receptacle — a P. and 0. Trunk — I started from Eams- 
gate by the two o'clock cheap fast train of the South 
Eastern feailway, on the 8th of August, under a 
temperature of 79° in the shade, a heat that tried 
all the enterprising travellers. In overdue time we 
reached London, and it was found that there were 
twenty minutes left between the arrival of the train 



for a nominal sum. He told me about the troops of 
wild horaes that frequent these desert lands, their 
habits, battles, and capture ; also of the cattle ranches. 
The cattle are allowed to wander at will and to pick 
up such a living as they can, summer and winter, 
getting nothing but what they themselves can gather. 
Great mortality sometimes overtakes them, and 
especially the calves in the cold of spring. But yet 
the cattle trade there is a very profitable one. The 
present price of a bullock, three years old, at Chicago 
or St, Louis, is about £6. His keep and tending have 
not cost above a dollar a yeai-. The finest of the beef is 
sent for consumption in the various cities, or exported ; 
the inferior sorts are tinned. Tlie land in general is 
aiaturally so rugged that it will never be of any use but 
for cattle runs. Human life in these parts is also of a 
very rough description, not without attraction to a 
certain class of reckless, daring, spirits. When riding 
on these desolate prairies this gentleman came to a 
chalet or herdamau's lodge. As a matter of course, this 
is entered and claimed as a lodging-place for wanderers. 
He was the first to arrive and take up his quarters for 
the night. By-and-by, one after another came in until 
there were eight guests in all. On sitting down to 
supper each of the other seven first of all put his band 



CROSSING THE ATLANTIC. 



I into his pocket, brought out his revolver and placed it 

1 the table before him, as knives and forks generally 

Astonishment was felt, not at this array of fire- 

ms, hut at my friend travelling in such parts without 

Still more were they astonished by his remark 

t he felt himself safer without a revolver than with 

" Harm watch, harm catch," was not in their list 

Ittf proverbs. Under the guidance of this gentleman 

e two young fellows, of about twenty, going to push 

iheir fortunes at the cattle ranciiea. Fortunes were 

made there more rapidly at one time than now, as 

wmpetition is sure to dog the footsteps of success. 

But the butchers of Chicago are still realizing rapid 

id great fortunes. 

There was another passenger, very unlike the pre- 

ing. He was a big-bodied, tall man, with a high- 

roice, of which he made a pitiless use. He 

rore a fur skull-cap, and a long-tailed coat that reached 

i knees. According to his story he was a German 

E-i^octor, long settled in the United States, which he 

i to any place in this world or the next. He 

s returning from a voyage round the world, which 

I'Toyage he had made several times before. Early in 

I the voyage he had attracted my attention by standing 

L on the lower deck, alternately vociferating to a youth- 
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ful fellow-iiassenger and eating, with great movement 
of mouth, a bnncli of raisins that he held in one band 
while gesticulating rigorously with the other. In his 
many voyages he had seen strange things. On one 
occasion he counted 300 sharks around the ship. He 
showed me a " Californian slug," a heavy, angular coin 
of virgin gold, worth fifty dollars. He had bad eighty 
of them when be set out on his voyage. " There is also," 
eaid he, " in California a ' double slug,' worth a hundred 
doUara," California was a wonderful place. At 'Frisco 
was the largest hotel in the world and the best ; had 
some thousands of bedrooms, and, on a great festive 
occasion, 8,000 people had dined in it on one day. 
" 'Frisco," said I, " where is that ? " " Why, don't you 
know where 'Frisco is ? Perhaps you would know it by 
the name of San Eranciaco— Sau Fran-cis-co," length- 
ening out the word syllable by syllable. " Who would 
caU it San Francisco ? We in America have not time 
for that ; we call it 'Frisco." He did not like hotel 
life in England ; had paid £4 a-day for a bedroom and 
sitting room at the Grand Hotel, in' Northumberland 
Avenue, London, and had not even gas in his bedroom ; 
nothing but little insignificant bougies. Did not like 
English bread at all ; no substance in it. The bread 
of the United States was the best bread alive. In the 
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Franco-Prusaian War he had been one of the doctors 
I sent to study gun-shot wounda, and render aurgical aid. 
I On one occasion he, with some others, had been in a 
place where cannon balls were flying thick. One 
carried off the head of a young man standing near 
him, as clean as if it had been cut with a knife. He 
told a companion to take immediately the place where 
the fallen man had stood, as balls never light twice 
I exactly in the same spot. His companion did not take 
f hia advice, and a minute afterwards lost his head in 
the same way as the other. In his youth he had been 
Burgeon on board a ship. With him on board were 
once three clergymen— very good men ; prayed fre- 
quently with the passengers. A storm came on off the 
coast of Guinea, where they were driven aground and 
wrecked. As soon as the boats were lowered these 
clergymen were the first to jump in, but he seized a 
pistol and made them come out again, saying, "Women 
and children first, then the others ; then you who are 
i of heaven at any rate, if you are drowned, can 
le in if there is room." The Britishers had meddled 
I with the United States in '93, when the Americana 
were babies; again in 1812, when they were but 
I children, and had come badly off both times. If ever 
they meddled again, now that the Americans are men. 
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the Americans intended to send over a party of navviea, 
with shovels, to pitch the Httle isle of Britain into the 



There was another American doctor, very sensible 
and inteUigent, who had often tuken a trip to Europe. 
He took great pains in explaining to me New York 
and American matters. He spoke a terse, vigorous 
language, with a very Yankee accent, using sometimes 
words that have not yet found their way into English 
dictionaries, such aa " dumping offal into the river "- — 
the word " dump " I often heard afterwards in Am,erica, 
inthesense, as I suppose, of "pitch" or "chuck." "The 
Americans," said this gentlemen, " are veiy much given 
to mining speculations — issue tempting prospectuses — 
get people to part with their money — then suddenly 
the whole affair ' goes up the spout,' " So saying, he 
took leave of me with the words, " I guess, I shall now 
go down and find some breakfast." I don't know how 
this word " guess," that now plays such a prominent part 
in American everyday speech, came at first into use 
among our American kinsmen. It is singular what a 
hold it has got in the vernacular of Canada as well as 
of the United States. Sometimes it is replaced by 
" calculate " or " calc'late," which, I suppose, implies a 
deeper process of thought. Another very common ex- 
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pression is " my! " apparently equal to our " dear! " 

« 

The employment of this latter expression instead of 
the other produced, on one occasion, an electrical 
eflFect upon a young lady. She thought the dear was 
applied to herself. Eemarking on the frequent use 
of " guess," to some young Americans, I asked them 
if they had observed anything similar during their 
visit to England ? Their answer was, " my ! yes, 
many ! " such as " awful I " "jolly." 

Most of the returning Americans had been "doing" 
Europe, and in many cases I found that meant travel- 
ling to several countries and bringing back their names, 
the names of hotels and their charges, and very little 
more. They had seen, as men do in a picture, only 
what they brought with them. I heard of one lady 
who came from New York to London with her husband, 
on urgent business; that business finished, he felt it 
necessary to return immediately to America, but his 
wife said she must first see Paris, if but for one day. 
She carried her point, went to Paris, returned next 
day content, because ever after she could say she had 
been to Paris. Another piece of useful information 
they generally also brought back with them was the 
greater cheapness with which they could travel and 
buy things in Europe than in America. Several told 
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me of their purchases in Jjondon and elsewhere. They 
had bought siiita of clothes for sis or seven pounds 
that would have cost in New York eight or nine. There 
was also a great difference in the price of shoes. They 
had invested freely in these indispensable articles, and 
I waa amused to learn that many put on a new pair 
every morning that the soles might appear to have 
been worn, aud that they might thus pass, at New York, 
duty free. And before we reached New York I was 
further amused to see certain gentlemen arrayed in 
three coats, one above the other, although the weather 
was exceedingly hot. Among the other advantages 
which protection is thought to afford the Americans 
there is this one for certain, that it sharpens people's 
wits to defeat in practice what they approve in theory. 
One gentleman, from Kentucky, had left home 
three months before with a letter of credit for £1,000 
sterling, which he was good enough to show me. 
Though he had travelled over England, Scotland, 
FraJice, Switzerland, and Italy, he had got through 
only £250 of it, though, in addition to his travelling 
expenses, he had bought beautiful presents for his 
wife, and the best doll to be found in Paris for the 
baity of a friend, who had just, speech enough to say, 
as he heard, that " he gone over the sea to bring her 
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^^Bjg dolly." That he loved this baby is sure, for he 
^^■tnied in his pocket-book a photograph of her, which 
^^Bb showed to his choice friends, with the uniform 
P^emark that he had never seen such another baby. 
This gentleman was loud also in his praise of Kentucky 
rye whisky, and would send me as a favour — if I liked 
M 15 or 20 gallon cask, inclosed in a larger empty 
lie, to prevent the negroes broaching it on the way. 
ihe Kentucky negroes were sadly given to ateal such 
r unless thus doubly protected. 
There was another gentleman from Ohio, who had 
len travelling with his wife, son, and daughter, for 
r months, in different countries. He was originally 
I Ireland, which he had Heft thirty-six years ago, 
i been cheated out of the little money he had on 
■aching America, and had been obliged to travel to 
i destination on a atone-barge ; had since become 
^prosperous man. On reaching Liverpool station, he 
Kltind himself quite at a loss to know what was meant 
[hen some one asked if he and his luggage were 
^booked." While travelling through England be often 
i people talking about the fine weather it waa for 
the com, and yet he never saw a single bit of com 
growing. At last he discovered that English people 
.-called wheat " com." The only thing called " com " in 
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I America is maize or Indian corn. The plough now 
f most used in hits Htate was one on which the 
ploughmaii sat. 

I had a good deal of conversation with a man who 

[ had lived seventeen years in the Falkland Isles. He 

I and his brother had held 1 50,000 acres of land there, 

I. stocked with sheep. They exported the wool and 

I toiled down the carcasses in large cauldrons. Froni 

these they collected the fat and shipped it to America, 

to make bnttorine. The country was wild and desolate. 

Till recently there had been no medical man in the 

I islands, and he himself had to do the best he could as 

a, doctor to liis wife and children. His wife and three 

children were on board and were on their way with 

him to California, where they meant to settle as in a 

more cirilised land. 

I talked also with a house decorator from Con- 
\ necticut. He had been to England and France to gain 
\ £resh knowledge respecting his art. He did not think 
I much of the modem decorative art of Paris, but he 
[greatly admired the decorations of the English Houses 
I <rf Parliament. To my question, if there was much 
f attention given to bouse decoration in America, he 
[^Baid, in the houses now being built there was a great 
He could always tell an Englishman by the way 



be pronoimced the name of his State — Con-neck-ticut, 
■pBtead of Con-nett-icut, whicli was the proper 
BbroTnin oJ HtioTi ■ 

W A ship presents a good example of a well-ordered 
B; Commonwealth, or rather of an absolute monarchy. 
K^he captain ia the autocrat. From him there is a 
liftsBcending scale of power to the officers, quarter- 
■jftiasters, seamen, and apprentices. The discipline on 
■board is perfect. The officers on the bridge give their 
Kprders to the quarter-masters, the quarter-masters to 
Kihe crew. The quarter-masters also have the duty of 
Bsteering, which is done by steam-power, so that a very 
Islight touch at the wheel suffices to move the rudder. 
RAII the crew are forbidden to tali with the passengers ; 
Bany conversation they hold with them is on the sly, 
B^md reprimanded if discovered. This stringent regula- 
■ tion is, I suppose, designed to prevent neglect of duty ; 
■■though why the prohibition applied to men off duty 
kI did not learn. With one man, whose business was to 
■;fluperintend the refrigerating apparatus and chamber 
K(kt the bottom of the ship, I had some occasional talk, 
P^B his duty on the outward voyage was slight. In^this 
chamber was brought dead meat on the homeward 
voyage, A very low temperature was there maintained ; 
I it sometimes was 80 degrees below zero. I wanted to 



go down to see tlie apparatus, but that, too, was for- 
bidden. Casting the log, to ascertain the rate at which 
the vessel waa going, often took place, especially in 
cloudy weather; and the temperature, both of the air and 
water, waa taken at intervals — very frequently when ice 
waa auspectfid to be near. When we left England the 
morning (8.0 a.m.) temperature was 72 deg. ; on the 
fourth day, when in about lat. 47 deg. N., long. 47 deg. 
W,, the temperature at the aame hour of the morning 
was, air 43 deg., water 42 deg. We were in the cold 
|K)lar current, that in thia part flows constantly towards 
the south, between the Gulf streatii and the banka of 
Newfoundland. Great-coats and wraps were in requisi- 
tion by such as ventured on deck. About 9.0 a.m., a 
Urge iceberg was discovered to the north-east, white 
and gleaming in the morning sun. As one part of it 
was much higher than the other, it looked like a 
distant marble church and tower. Glasses were directed 
to it, sketches made of it, wishes were uttered that we 
hod gono nearer it, aud thanks that we had not 
encountered it in a fog. The waves conld be seen 
breaking over the lower part of it, as a shore. In a few 
hoars we lost sight of this comfortless ocean wanderer 
Mid found ourselves on the banks, in a much hi^er 
tetniierature — air 66 deg. ; water 62 deg. The water 




3 the banks is, unlike the ocean, of a light-greeniah 

colour, and different opinions irere given as to the 

cause. The prevailing one was the shallowness of the 

water, but whether it is the true one or not I leave 

to others to decide. The least depth of our course, as 

I understood, was about thirty fathoms. The desert 

Mean now gave place to signs of life. Ships were seen, 

1 various' directiona, engaged in fishing on this great 

KiAoal, which is said to be five or six hundred miles 

(broad. In the vicinity of the larger ships their little 

)ats were out plying their craft. 

We were now in the region of fogs, the moat 

tngeroua enemies of sailors. These fogs are worst in 

ing and autumn, but prevail more or less aU the 

: round. They are caused by the meeting of 

snts of different temperatures — one, from Davis's 

aits, sweeping the coast of Labrador, cold and icy; 

other, from the St. Lawrence ; and a third, the great 

f stream, from the south, with its flood of tepid 

E^ter. Wlien the fog became dense the fog-horn was 

blown, and sometimes this unmelodious, ear-splitting 

sound continued for hours together. These foga are 

□aetimes so bad that the vessel's speed has to be 

Jtened, and sometimes a complete halt has to be 

The conversation turning on this subject 



Among n fffiily on deck, a big', aoimal-lookiii^ matt — 
trho nsed a vnlgur oath almost every time he spoke^ 
mkl he hnd b«fii the captain of a steamer, and declared, 
with liis iiJ>aAl expletive, that he would never slacken 
sjrfed or go out of his eoorae for anybody. With such 
fflJlows in command of iwift, powerful vessels, no 
wonder we hear of dreadful collisions 

Tlifi ship having got into smooth water and the 
pfflBSengero having recovered from sea-sickness, various 
RmiiiiemeTitB were dovUed ; shuffle-board on deck — a 
gnine unnn-tliing like Scotcli curling, only the smooth 
ileck inn! end of ice, and small round pieces of wood, 
driven by a Mort of cue, instead of the heavy smooth 
Rtones — and eoncerta in the saloon in the evening. A 
notice wna ptwtrd up that ladies and gentlemen willing 
to asslat ift, tlit'Hd entertainments were requested to give 
In their natnes to the purser. Tlie concerts proved a 
BUcoesK, the volunteers doing their best, though that 
In a eoncerl-room ashore would uot have been striking ; 
but it in easy to satisfy people who are all willing to 
be cfttisfieil. A collection was mode at the end for the 
Liveri»ol and New York charities ; and tl\e perform- 
ance concluded with "God save the Queen," whit^ oil 
Bung with spirit and vigour ; as soon as this was finished 
someone shouted out " America," and immediately tliia 
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piece was sung with vigour to the same tune as, I 
believe, it always is by the Americans. 

We were now approaching the American coast, and 
it was here the enterprising pilot met us, though still 
many miles from New York. There seems to be a 
great rivahy among the pilots here. I was told a pilot 
has been met as much as 300 miles from the shore, 
the rule being for the ship to engage the first pilot 
Been. But captains have their favourites, and there- 
Jote sometimes they do not see the first pilot that 
meets them. I was told that the pilot's fee for such 
ours was about eighty dollars, and the one 
who takes the ship in has the privilege of taking her 
it again on the return voyage. These pilots have 
:iy fest sailing boats; and we saw several cruising 
hbout in search of vessels. 

As the voyage draws to an end, the spirits of all are 
raised, the visitors rejoicing in the thought of soon 
seeing a new world, and the others their home. The 
Americaas have a wonderful idea of New York. I'hey 
sgard it with pride, if not reverence, as the Hauptstadt 
the world. I listened to a party of travellers, 
returning from their European tour, and was amused 
by their remarks. A question was put with gravity, as 
if it had not been a foregone conclusion. "Which, 
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upon the whole, do you think ia the finest city — 
London, Paris, or New York?" The gentleman 
addressed put on a serions judicial air becoming such 
an important question, and pausing, as if to weigh 
particulars, at lengt.h gave answer as follows : " Well " — 
a favourite introductory particle^" upon the whole, 
I think New York is the finest city." Aa the true 
poet is said to do, he here evidently expressed what 
everyone felt. 

On the morning of the ninth day from Liverjiool, 
we arrived at Sandy Hook, 7 days, 6 hours, and 
14 minutes after leaving Queenatown — the quickest 
passage, by a few minutes, that the " Arizona " up to 
that time had made. Sandy Hook is a hook-shaped 
bay, formed by the projection of a long, low, sandy arm ; 
fihortly after reaching this place we had to stop for 
Bome hours, till the rising tide enabled us to cross the 
bar. During the halt, the land, both in the direction 
of Coney Island, with its gigantic hotel, and of the 
Jersey coast, was eagerly scanned by field-glasses and 
telescopes. On getting over the bar, we felt the heat 
oppressive, the cloudless sun darting upon us rays of 
fire. All on board were now on the qui vive; all 
around, bustle and atir. Pleasiu-e-yachts were sailing 
about, and gigantic steamers, with their great crane- 
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f iifee, oscillating beajn rismg high above deck, were 
\ carrying crowds of pleasure-seekers to speud the Sunday 
I on Coney Island. These peculiarly American steamers, 
L reminding me too much of coalpit engines, I could never 
I think beautiful, but my American companions regarded 
I ihem with evident delight. The raised beam produces 
ft longer stroke and gives greater speed ; this, to a go- 
i-head people, outweighs all considerations of appear- 
In New York Bay we saw also several sharks, 
I with their horrid fins sometimes sticking right out of 
I the water. The bay at that time was said to be in- 
t by man-eating sharks, and it was reported that 
I boy who was bathing would have been devoured by 
tne had not a man, who knew its habits, jumped into 
;he water and killed it with a knife, just as it was 
turning on its back to seize the terrified lad. 

As we approached New York, the land, with its 
villas, trees, and verdure down to the water's edge, 
seemed very beautiful, and the eyes of the returning 
wanderers were radiant at the sight. The doctor came 
on board and conducted a very strict examination of 
the passengers, on account of the prevalence of cholera 
in the South of France. All the steerage passengers 
were marched in file, right round the ship, but, as there 
was not a single case of illness on board, all got off free. 
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The cuatom-house officers next came and subjected the 
passengers to an examination on board and their pro- 
perty to one on shore. Custom bouse examinations have 
ever been my aversion. On the Continent, I have often 
been annoyed by the trouble and delay experienced at 
the frontiers of different States. But such searches 
were customary from of old, and might be regarded as 
the relics of a barbarous age, when every stranger was 
guarded against as an enemy. But in a new country, 
Hke America, where old traditions were despised and 
discarded, no such practice might have been expected 
to prevail. But here iu America it still prevails, and 
in some respects in an aggravated form. Before being 
allowed to land, the cabin passengers are called down 
into the saloon and arrange themselves in single file 
around two of the long tables. At one end of each 
Bit two custom-house officers, and each passenger, as 
hia turn comes, is presented with a printed paper to 
fill np and sign ; this paper, couched in the following 
terms, I had the curiosity to copy while moving round 
the whole length of the table, one chair at a time : — 

" DlBTKICI A»D POBT OP NfW TOIIK. 

"I do Bolemnly swear that this entry contains, to the beat of my 
knowledge and belief, a jnEt and true acconnt of tbe contents of the 
aeveral packages mentioned in tbia entry, and that such packages can- 
tmn DO merchandise whatever other than wearing epparel, personal 



If tools 0/ trade, Bpecified in snch entry; that Ihej are all 
' the property of mjeelt and memljcra of my family, who have lately 
•rrived in the Tesael uliove named, anci are not directly or indirectly 
imported for any other pereon, or intemled tor sale. 

' Sabitcribed and sworn before me, this day of 188 

" Dejmly Culhctor." 

It seems to me at onee ridiculous and abominable 

admioister to the stranger such an oath at all, and 
[ more ao, after he has solemnly subscribed and 

worn, not to believe him, but to make a search, just 

8 if DO such oath had been taken. Since search was 

Hetermined on, it might surely have been enough to 

^ake the search aa thorough as possible, without 

ieqoiring any declaration or oath. On the continent 

f Europe no such oath was ever required ; the usual 

[Destion there is simply, " Have you anything to 

declare ? " Since a search immediately followed, the 

only apparent use of this interrogatory was to give 

pie the chance of telling the truth or a lie. 

While I was slowly approaching the awearing- 

ice, I expressed my disgust at the system of pro- 

jction altogether. It would be much better and 

r for the Americans to adopt the sound commercial 

ciple of buying in the cheapest market and selling 

1 the dearest. For making such a remark I was 
J taken to task by two gentlemen next to me. 
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" Ob, you are an Englishman," said they ; " we thought 
you were a German, but now we see you are an 
Englishman, and would like to force the produce of 
your pauper labour on us, and bring our workpet^le to 
the same state of starvation as your own. Wages in 
your country are hardly sufficient to keep body and 
soul together." There was no time to reply to such 
assertions, nor would it have been of much use if 
there had, as the idea of the abject poverty of our 
working population appears to be among Americans a 
deep-rooted article of faith. On many subsequent 
occasions I heard the same line of argument used. 
"Protection is essential to the building up of a new 
country. We in America have got beyond Adam 
Smith ; his doctrine of iree-trade has been exploded 
long ago." Such was the self-complaisant reasoning 
of a New England politician with whom I 
one day to be travelling. 




CHAPTER IV. 

NEW YORK— BEOOKLYN. 

[aving subscribed my paper and received my 
iiet I went asTiore, and was struck bj the unsub- 
intial, rieketty-looking docks of this finest city in 
she world. They presented a great contrast to the 
■wonderful docks we had left at Liverpool. It being 
Sunday, there was a considerable crowd waiting to 
witness the arrival of the ship and to meet friends. 
POonspicuous among the people were tall policemen, 
fcith blue coats and white hats — a sensible coiffure in 
the heat. Our luggage is soon slid down very roughly. 
Ij^ggage is everywhere so handled in America ; it is 
thrown about as if it were stones or iron. At Liver- 
pool, men are ordered not to throw luggage on board. 
No such order did I ever hear given in America. 
Character is shown in trifles. My solitary package is 
shot down in the midst of an avalanche of others. I 
snatched it aside, instead of letting it be wheeled away 
on the barrows, hoping thereby to get off sooner. The 
custom-bouse search begins ; packages are being 
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undone in every direction ; bands are fumbling 
among wearing apparel and dirty linen, I aaked an 
officer to examine my luggage and let me go. He 
couldn't. I muat go to where liis superiors are 
standing, and there hand in my permit. I did so. 
An officer ia detached from a file, and sent with me 
to the search. I show him my modest baggage ; 
stooping down he undoes one strap, then, rising, points 
to the other and says, "You undo that one." As 
there was nothing among my effects to interfere with 
the building up of a new country, the search was soon 
made. I wished to be off as soon as possible, but that 
was not so easy a matter. There were no porters. 
Everywhere in America, at boats and railways, there is 
a want of porters compared with the system in 
England, A coachman, with a fishing-rod-like whip, 
said he had an omnibus for the Fifth Avenue Hotel, 
but, when be found I was alone, would not start. He 
had no connection with the hotel, I found, but only 
wanted a paying load. On the street; there were 
plenty of carriages, but I had been warned against 
their extortionate charges of a dollar a mDe for each 
passenger, and luggage extra. My British Association 
friend, more enterprising, went out and hired a "hack- 
man," taking care to make a bargain beforehand. 
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A, bargain was to take himself and luggage to the 

'indsor Hotel, not three miles off, for four dollars, or 

:.een shillings — no great bargain after all, thought I. 

Through the kindness of a young fellow-passenger 

■who, instead of rushing off with friends as did others, 

came to my assistance, I found an " expressman " — 

'hat we call a parcels delivery man — who took my 

ink to the Fifth Avenne Hotel for half a dollar. I 

lyaelf reached that hotel, by means of two street 

at the further charge of ten cents, or iivepence. 

[y tramway ride gave me a new sensation, Owing to 

roughness and holes in the streets, the vehicle 

'ery now and then threatened to capsize, The jolting 

tremendous. At first I was inclined to laugh, hut 

te other passengers, though frequently knocked up 

[ainat each other, took it, with unaltered faces, as a 

Ltter of course. It seems to me unaccountable that 

'the authorities of New York should allow their streets 

and foot-pavements to be in such a bad state. The 

reason generally given is altogether unsatisfactory — 

,t the people are in such a hurry that they have not 

,e to make up the streets ; and that, even if they were 

made up, the traffic is so great that they would soon get 

into holes again, A shopkeeper on board told me his 

iraggons were being continually broken by the bad 



coiiditioii of the New York streets. The streets and 
pavements of London excited the admiration of the 
AraericaDB ; in this particular they admitted their 
fiivoarite city was far inferior. 

The Fifth Avenue Hotel is reputed to be one of 
the best in America. It was being painted and decora^ 
ted during my visit, which caused some disorder. The 
accommodation and fare are escellent. The charge for 
bedroom and board is five dollars a day; if a bathroom 
is attached, seven dollars. At dinner I talked with 
some gentlemen who had come with the " Germanic," 
that left Liverpool two days before lis. In the storm 
a man was washed from her rigging and drowned. At 
about 7 o'clock. New York time, I sent home a tele- 
gram which was delivered at 7 o'clock next morning. 
The charge seemed very reasonable, considering the 
distance and the ocean to be crossed, only two shillings 
a word 

Wliile walking about the city I heard the tolling of 
a church bell at 20 minutes to 8 o'clock in the evening. 
"Wondering what it meant, I went in the direction of 
the somid and came to a large EpisGoi>a! Church. I 
found people going in, and entered too. I was con- 
ducted to a very good seat. The service began at 
8 pjn., the usual time in summer, I was told. Preyi- 
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isly to the commencement there waa a great deal of 
r about the platform, then a large number of 
rpliced choristers marched in and took their seats, in 
Tiwo divisions. Their singing was very good, and the 
organ exceedingly well played. After prayers, the 
clergyman mounted a. pulpit and gave an extempore 
address of about half-an-hour. I waa curioua to hear 
the style of preaching in this Republican land. The 
ress was marked by no great thought or eloquence, 
mt by a certain eamestnesa of manner. The preacher 
' "quoted by name Tennyson and also Spurgeon, with 
approval, from one of whose sermons he read a consider- 
able extract. From this I concluded that clerical 
liberality was gi-eater in America than in Kngland, 
where I never remember hearing Spurgeon's name 
^^bQentioned by an Episcopal clergyman in a sermon, and, 
^^^H anywhere else, never with approval. I was pleased 
^^By another remark, to this effect — if any strangers were 
^^^nesent the preacher would be glad if tliey would leave 
^^B&eir addresses at the door, so that some one might 
^^Hfeit them during the week, 

^^^P At breakfast next morning my waiter was an Irish- 
man, from Ulster. According to the invariable custom 
he brought me first of all a glass of iced water. Before 
[fitting what I had ordered he brought me also a basket 
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of fruit, and asked me if I would have a peach. 
Summer fruits are generally the first thing eaten at 
breakfast, such as apples, plums, peaches, and eepecially 
musk and water melons. When I asked the waiter for 
milk to my coffee, he said, " I will bring you cream ! " 
" you know what I like." " I can make a good 
guess," said he, and smiled. I had evidently gained 
his favour, for when he brought me the chicken I 
had ordered he brought me also something I had not. 
"Here," said he "is your chicken and two pieces 
of Irish bacon," pronouncing the last two words with 
an emphasis that clearly showed the value he put 
upon the delicacies they represented. 

New York is a very wonderful place. It has grown 
with surprising rapidity, as towns do in America, 
That it is the finest city in the world, all things 
. considered, I do more than doubt ; but that it is the 
third city in the world, in regard to population, is I 
believe beyond a doubt. I was told, before leaving 
England, that it was a cosmopolitan rather than an 
American town, and I therefore resolved not to stay 
there, especially if the weather should be hot. But 
I wished to see a little more of it before starting for 
Canada. I proceeded on foot along the Fifth Avenue. 
My mode of travel was singular, Everybody else 
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seemed to be riding. American gentlemen have not 
time to walk. Street cars and omnibuses, or stages 
as they are called, are the usual means of going from 
one part to anotter. The " Ele\'atel " railways are 
also a peculiar feature, and much frequented. I had 
not gone far till I was saluted by name by a tradesman 
who had crossed the ocean with me. He invited me 
to enter and see his shop, upon which he had just 
spent 10,000 dollars in iittings and decorations. After 
calling on some friends at the Windsor Hotel, I reached 
the Western Park. This I found a very large and 
interesting place. As I was about leaving it, I spoke 
to an old man who was sitting on one of the seats. 
told me I had seen almost nothing of the park, 
A I should go to a certain place where were to he 
statues of Robert Bums and Sir Walter Scott, 
ly this old man singled out these countrymen of 
ine I did not know, but, perauaded by his earnest- 
and perhaps also secretly touched by the mention 
of the Scottish bards, I went in search of the [ilace 
rhich their efBgies were said to adorn. Tliis, among 
many winding ways, I found no easy matter ; but, 
meeting with a few boys, the eldest fourteen or fifteen, 
I made further in-juiries of them. They gave me 
directions, and, to my surprise, also added the names 
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of Bums and Scott. These men, thought I, have 
surely obtained true fame, since in this distant city 
they seem to be of especial interest to both old and 
young. At laat I found this avenue, with its statues of 
eminent men. I nest made my way again into the 
city, on the ontskh-ta of which I found much building 
of substantial houses going on. Keacbing a station of 
the " Elevated Railway," I climbed up and took a ticket 
for Brooklyn. The " Elevated Railway " is a peculiarity 
and a disfigurement of New York streets. It is a 
railway raised on piles above the windows of the lower 
fltoreya of the houses, which are considerably darkened 
by it. "Elevated," like its synoDjfm, "tall," is a 
word deaj to Americana. It accords well with their 
aspirations and strivings. Ou this " Elevated " — ^the 
substantive is generally omitted — trains ai-e con- 
stantly running and making a rattling noise, which, ao 
far from being an annoyance, seems to be a dehght to 
the inhabitants. The noisy, rushing trains overhead 
are at once their emblem and incentive. For my iiart I 
should much prefer our Underground, notwithstanding 
its unnecessary sulphurous fumes. After a very long 
and cheap ride on this elevated way, I reached the 
ferry that separates New York from Brooklyn in Long 
Island. The railway carriages in America are quite 
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different from those of this country or the continent 
of Europe. They are much longer, capable of seating 
about sixty persons each, and not divided into com- 
partments. Up the centre is a passage, on either side 
of which are seats, covered on the " Elevated " with a 
sort of matting, but on other railways generally with 
plush. Each seat holds two persons, has a window 
well supplied with wooden shutters, and is reversible, 
so that passengers can, if they choose, always sit with 
their faces to the engine. At either end is a door, by 
which alone people enter and go out and communicate 
with other carriages of the train. Along this central 
passage passengers often walk from one end of the 
train to another, till they find a seat to their mind. 
The conductors also walk right through the train, 
examining and checking the passengers' tickets as 
they come in at the different stations, and also 
announcing, with a loud voice, the name of the next 
station. The post of these conductors is by no means 
a sinecure. I have often wondered how they can, in 
crowded trains, amid continual comings and goings, 
single out the passengers that have entered at each 
station and ask to see their tickets. To them, as also 
to the conductors of street cars, practice gives a 
wonderful power of discriminating faces and persons. 
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Each carriage is furnished not only with a lighting 
but alao a heating apparatus, Each train, and 
frequently each carriage, has a drinking fountain of 
iced water, which in hot weather is largely patronised — 
men, women, and especially children, constantly 
walking up and slaking their thirst from a common 
goblet. There are alao retiring places, openly entered 
by persons of both sexes in turn without exciting any 
attention, The Americana are proud of their railway 
83'stem, and wonder that England does not adopt their 
arrangements. If it did, say they, crimes and murders 
could not be committed in a train. As it is befitting 
in a Republic, there is in general but one class of 
carriages. This is also considered an advantage, for, 
whilst showing that all citizens are on an equahty, it 
tends likewise, as is somewhat inconsistently main- 
tained, to hold in check and improve the rough and 
rowdy element by their coming into contact with the 
more refined. In some trains I was informed there is 
a very inferior sort of carriage, with low fares, called 
immigrant cars. In trains that run any considerable 
distance there are also what are called drawing-room 
cars for day, and sleeping cars for night travelling, 
for which extra charges are made. The dining cars 
are also common for long journeys. 
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On reaching the ferry I determined to cross by the 

newly-erected Suspension Bridge, justly regarded aa 

the highest achievement, up to this time, of engineer- 

. ing skill in bridge-making. For length, mass, and 

I height above the arm of the sea which it spans, it 

ie a veritable marvel. Over this bridge, at different 

heights, are a way for foot-passengers, a way for horses 

and carriages, and a double line of railway, on which 

brains are drawn by stationary engines. Across this 

[ bridge I walked at the cost of a cent. In consequence 

lof some questions I put to a man walking over it at the 

I iame time, he chose to walk along with me, and gave 

E all the information he could. Like most American 

^trorkmen, he was intelligent and well-informed. Hia 

jQ^tion was the driver of a street-car at one dollar 

ninety cents a-day. Ten cents too little, he said. 

I, He had a holiday that day, and was making, like 

I myself, his first visit to the wonderful bridge of which 

tbe had heard and read ranch. From the centre, or 

fchighest part, of the bridge is obtained one of the best 

Iviewa of New York City as well as of the busy river 

tow, with its barges, steamers and boats of every 

fcind. My humble cicerone explained to me the 

various parts of the city, and the names of the buildings 

, that towered above the rest. Owing to the available 
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space being already nearly all built on, land is very 
dear, and so men are forced to take the direction most 
freely left to them — that towards the stars. New York 
is pre-eminently the city of tall buildings. I have 
counted many houses seven stories high beside the 
basement, and, for anything I tnow, there may be 
others higher still. Many of the houses consist of 
flats, which are reached by lifts, or " elevators," and, 
contrary to the opinion in France and Scotland, the 
highest are considered the best, because farther from 
the noise and dust of earth, and perhaps for other 
reasons. When we reached the Brooklyn side my 
eomjianion took his several way, bidding me good-bye, 
without asking for " something to drink my health," 
as a man iu his position in England is very apt to do. 
There is a certain feeling of honest pride and self- 
respect in the American working-man that compensates 
in some measure for qualities less agreeable. 

Brooklyn is a pleasant place — residential, as our 
auctioneers and house-agents would call it. Many of 
the richer New Tork business men have their private 
houses here. After taking a very alight survey of it, 
I returned by the Fulton Ferry, so called, I suppose, 
after that Fulton who first brought steamboats into 
general use on the Hudson river. 
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After a very long omnibus ride, I alighted near my 
el. No sooner had I done bo than I was accosted 
a Bhowily dressed man, with a very white hat, and 
great sear, from cheek to cheek, across hia nose. 
I, how do you do, my dear old friend ? It is a long 
ce I have seen you." Thinking it might be some 
le I had known, I looked at him for a moment and 
ten said be must be mistaken. " Then, what is your 
? " I told him, honestly. " then, I beg your 
n. I thought you were a client of our house, 
Providence," From what Providence he meant 
I was not then aware. " But what ship did you come 
? " " The ' Arizona,' " I said ; not seeing the drift of 
question. " And the captain's name ? " " Brooks," 
my BtUl unsuspecting answer. Then, summing up 
information, he said in a loud voice, "Your name 
Jackson ; you came in the ' Arizona,' with Captain 
■ooks." Lifting his hat, and again apologizing for 
mistake, he walked away. I had not taken ten 
when a small, pale-fa^ed, rat-eyed man, 
icieotly well dressed, came forward, with out- 
(tched hand, hailed me by name, expressing 
slight at meeting me again. " I came with you 
the 'Arizona,' and Captain Brooks is my uncle." 
told him I did not remember seeing him on board ; 
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but his ready answer was, " I was most of the tune 
below, sea-sick, Bnt," continued he, " I think you 
ought to congratulate me on my good fortune. I put 
in for a, lottery at Panama, and have won. My name 
is published, and I am on my way to the office to learn 
the amount. Corae with me, and if I have gained a 
good sum I will give you and another friend a new 
hat, on the head of it." Having no desire to be 
encumbered with a second bat, I said I was going to 
my hotel ; but, if he liked, he might come there and 
tell me the amount of his good fortune. Besides, I did 
not want to walk more, as I was too hot. "Come, 
then," said be, taking me by the arm, " let us take a 
coupe — this carriage here." I refused. Still holding 
my arm, he says, " Come, then, let us walk ; it is only 
across the square ; " and gently dragged me a step or 
two in that direction. But having now suspicion that 
this earnest desire for my company was not quite 
disinterested, I forcibly stopped and asked him this 
question, " By what name was I known on shipboard ?" 
I had him. He looked puzzled j stammered out, 
"\^'by do you ask? Was it some nickname?" I at 
once disengaged my arm, and said, " 0, 1 am too old 
for you." He went off like a shot. A minute after- 
wards, I saw two policeman standing at the corner of 
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a street, talking with a young man. I said to them, 
' " If I had seen you a, minute ago I would have asked 
I yon to take two scoundrels in charge." Telling them 
' why, they gave a faiut knowing smile and said, " You 
are not far wrong ; they wanted to play on you the 
' confidence trick,' and give you a cheque in exchange 
I for your pocket-book." 

I have since heard, from many persons, of similar 
I attempts of these wretches, and that they are of daily 
occurrence in New York, It was the first time, however, 
I that I was ever taken for an innocent young man from 
I the country. I have heard of cases in which clergy- 
men, doctors, hankers, merchants, and — strangest of 
all— newspaper reporters have been assailed, caught, 
and made to suffer by these landsharks. Their modus 
Loperandi la nearly the same in all cases. There is a 
oistake as to identity, and the name and some par- 
rticulars are found out, or they learn something about a 
I guest at a hotel, and, having gleaned a few particulars, 
I -Uiey make up a plausible story that takes people off 

I their guard, and in the end they rob or murder them. 

I I was informed by a gentleman, on whose word I can 
cely, that he knew a dignitary of the Churcli of 

jEngland who listened to these fellows' truth-like tale, 
pvent with them, saw on entering what appeared a 
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regular counting house with a telegraph and clerk at 
it busily at work, sentling and receiving messages. 
They obligingly sent a telegraphic message for him to a 
friend in a distant city, and in a little while a fictitioua 
answer, very satisfactory in its nature, was returned to 
him. His confidence thus fully gained, conversation 
followed, then cards, and eventually disillusion and 
plunder. 

I heard another case of a gentleman of good 
position who had been beset by these fellows, taken to 
their business-like office, then, by intricate passages, 
into an inner room where the usual cards were produced, 
and the consequence was that, under fear for his life, he 
had to sign a cheque for 5,000 dollars and leave it with 
these rascals before they would let him out. As soon 
as he got free he hastened home with all speed and 
went, in gi-eat distress, to his banker to stop payment of 
the cheque. As the cheque might have got into honest 
hands this was a delicate thing to do. So the banker, 
who told me the story, had to open negotiations with 
these men, and he eventually succeeded in getting 
back the cheque by giving them 1,000 dollars. 

I was assured that it is no uncommon thing for the 
victims to be drugged, chloroformed, and then robbed 
in those dens, and, if they should offer any i 
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resistance, to be murdered. New York is said to be 
the sink into which the scum and offscourings of all 
nations flow, and the favourite hunting-ground of 
liberated convicts. In that city, where life is much 
less thought of than here, they can ply for a time their 
vocation with far less hindrance. The New York 
police are said to be partly in fear and partly in league 
with these " Bunco-steerers," as they are called, and 
that is why they are not more vigorously put down. 

At dinner was a crowd of English who had recently 
arrived. A celebrated London minister told me he was 
struck by the pale cadaverous looks of the Americans. 
He missed the roseate hue of his countrymen. The 
heat and manner of life were responsible for the 
difference. The American doctor, who had threatened 
our isle with shovels, was also present with his wife, and 
had grown quiet. After dinner, in the drawing-room, 
I talked with an old gentleman from Yorkshire, who 
had been travelling in America for some weeks. He 
was in a terrible rage at all American servants. They 
were saucy, uncivil, and exorbitant. They would not 
clean his boots for less than 10 cents, or 5d. He could 
get them better done anywhere in England for a penny. 
He had not had his boots cleaned for a week, and, 
though of course he could afford it, yet he was deter- 
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minetl to resist the imposition and not have his boots 
cleaned at all. Whatever may be thought of his reso- 
lution, most English people wiU think that the 5d. is 
far too much. I found the regular charge of the street 
shoeblacks was 5 cents, but they never fail to try to, 
get 10 from strangers, and by their impudence ofteD 
succeed. In America, the 6-cent piece answers in 
general for buying power to the penny in England, the 
quarter dollar to our fourpence or sixpence, and the 
dollar not much more than our shilling. To the boat 
next morning, a distance less than a mile, the omnibus 
charge was half a dollar for each passenger and a 
quarter dollar for each piece of luggage, however small, 
which we, with our penurious notions, thought also 
extortionate. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE HUDSON— SARATOGA 



I the weather was hot, and up the Hudson was a 

ivourite resort, we found an immense crowd on board 

ihe huge " Albany " steamer, with her three decka and 

ligh, long-stroked, oscillating beam. In America there 

prevails a very convenient system of what is called 

checking luggage. Instead of a label, the luggage is 

— iiimished with a piece of metal, impressed with the 

me of the station sought, and a corresponding piece 

^ given to the owner, to whom, on presenting it at his 

Mtination, bis luggage will be rendered. Though not 

ning direct to Montreal, I wished to have my trunk 

Recked for that place. " "Will you check my luggage 

r Montreal," said I to the man whose business it was. 

pi can't check it till I ace it," was the abrupt but 

jSdisputable reply. It was seen, checked, and duly 

jcovered at Montreal Custom House. 

The Americans would almost seem to have but 
I degrees of comparison — the positive, for things 
S*foreign;" the superlative, for things American. Each 
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remarkable tiling pointed out is tbe biggest, finest, 
best in tlie world. The Hudson is one of those supei^ 
lative things. It is the most beautiful river in the 
world, beating hollow, according to competent Ameri- 
can judges, the boasted Ehine in everything exoepti 
perhaps, tbe ruined castles, which it has not yet got. 
The Hudson is the sacred river of the New Yorkists, 
as tbe Xile and Ganges are of tho Egyptians and 
Indians. And now we are on tbe Hudson, and on tbe 
biggest and fastest steamer in tbe world, going over 
twenty miles an hour. Undoubtedly the Hudson is a 
fine piece of water, but an arm or inland bay of tbe 
sea rather than a river. There is no perceptible 
current in it ; the fall from Albany to New York, a, 
distance of about 180 miles, is said to be only ten feet. 
It is salt or brackish beyond Newburgh, and almost to 
Poughkeepsie. It is much broader than the Rhine, and 
this may take away from tbe apparent height of the 
banks, which nowhere look so high as those of the best 
part of the Khine, between Biiigen and Bonn. But 
be this as it may, and be it an arm of the sea or a 
true river, or both — which is most likely — it cannot be 
denied that it is a very enjoyable place on a hot day 
of August, when the temperature is 90 degrees in tbe 
de. On the very prow of the upi>er deck, where I 
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found a seat, the motion of the vessel made a pleasant 
current of air, not very cool, indeed, but much better 
than air at rest, and by means of an umbrella the ardent 
rays of the sun were somewhat warded off, A young 
merchant of New York, originally from Chatham, 
Kent, going for a week to Niagara with his wife and 
child, happened to be on the next seat, and acted as 
my guide. He drew my attention to noted places, as 
we passed — the Palisades, or perpendicular banks ; 
Sleepy Hollow of Washington Irving; the Military 
College of West Point ; and the Catskill Mountains, 
on whose summits so many Americans seek refuge 
from the summer heat. The shipping traffic on the 
Hudson is very large, not only of the various places in 
the New York State, but also of Canada, as the 
Hudson is connected with the St. Lawrence by the 
Eichelieu, Lake Champlain, and a canal, and also with 
Lake Ontario. There are many barges and rafts 
drawn by tugs. A striking and novel feature of the 
upper part of the river, where the water is fresh and 
pure, are the numerous ice-houses on both banks of 
the river. The ice traffic is a peculiar and interesting 
branch of American industry. The cutting, storing, 
and distributing of ice employ a whole army of men, 
and a large amount of capital. The city of New York 
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alone is said to use annually a million tons of ice, 
This immense quantity ia nearly all obtained from the 
upper Iludaon. In winter, aa soon as the ice has 
attained a foot or more of thickness, troops of men 
repair to the Hudson and saw up the ice covering it^ 
into large square blocks. These are deposited in those 
large wooden houses ou the banks, and taken, as 
required, by barges down to New York. It is there 
disposed of wholesale and retail. The ice-carts go 
their daily rounds, to supply shops and families, as 
regularly as the milkman, baker, or butcher. Ice ia 
now considered a necessary of hfe, and every family, 
except the very poorest, use it daily, not only in 
summer, but, what seems singular, even in the coldest 
weather of winter. The modem American considers 
water flat and insipid without this cooling addition. 
I found it the same in every city I visited. The 
" refrigerator," or receptacle for ice-water, is as 
common in every house as the stove or sewing 
machine. I know not what effect this constant use 
of ice-cold water may have upon the human frame; 
but one thing I do know, it is very agreeable in hot 
weather; and during the five weeks I was in America 
I drank more cold water than I do at home in twice as 
many years. The water of New York, which is 
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^Bbrought from tLe CrotoQ Lake — above forty miles 
distant— is the linest water I ever tasted; it is a real 
pleasure to drink, even when one ia not thirsty. In 
the article of potable water, New York unqaestionably 
has a vast superiority over its two rivals, Paris and 
London. I wonder whSn these two rich and magni- 
ficent cities will take a lesson from New York or 
Glasgow, and ceas'e to draw their drinking water out 

K' sewage-polluted streams ? 
On board I had some conversation with a farmer 
om the upper part of New York State, between 
Syracuse and Oswego, Farming in the east of 
America, as in this country, has been for the last few 

tirs very had. The farmers there feel the com- 
ition of their western compatriots as much as do 
! English. The wheat crop all over the States, and 
Canada, has been the largest ever knovm ; bnt the 
ce was only seventy-five or eighty cents a bushel. 
At Chicago it has been sold as low as seventy-three, or 
three shillings in English money. This farmer found 
jheat-growing did not pay, owing to the deamess of 
Lbour. For eight months of the year each of his 
Kboiirers received twenty-five dollars a month, with 
ard and lodging. Farmers' sons hardly ever followed 
e business of their fathers, but went into the cities 
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to make use of the good education they had received. 
The country was thus always being drained of its beat 
inhabitants. Wheat was sown in the beginning of 
September, in order that it might be of some strength 
before the winter frost set in. When onee the snow 
fell it was sufficiently protected against the severest 
&ost. Wheat-harvest took place towards the end of 
June, or beginning of July. Oats iJere sown in May, 
on the disappearance of the snow. This man, like the 
inhabitants of the United States generally, was an 
ardent lover of his country. It was a land of liberty. 
My " Arizona " friend diBjJuted this, and affected great 
dissatisfaction with everything American. The Hudson 
was too broad, and the Albany was too crowded ; the 
American cigars were too bad, and the jjeople too 
boastful. A good-natured, bantering, discussion arose 
between the two that collected a number of listeners 
who had nothing better to do. But the dispute waa 
in the end amicably settled by an exchange of those 
defective cigars. On my remarking that I hoped the 
time would come when nations would compose their 
differences in the same peaceful manner, a pale, sallow, 
conical-headed man, dressed as a gentleman, who had 
been among the listeners, said, " That time is far off." 
This led me to speak to him. He told me he was 
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■e the farmer that tad teen speaking was not an 

Lerican bom, but an Iristman. He tiniBelf waa an 

itman, and had been forced to leave his country by 

the Engtst, against whom he had a mortal hatred. 

He had also a contempt for Scotchmen, because they 

had " caved in " to England, a thing Ireland would 

never do. The Irish would never rest till they had 

compelled England to give them liberty. . Tte craven 

English now felt this ; they were afraid of their lives. 

In their fear they search every one, even women, 

coming from America, lest dynamite should be 

brought. But in spite of all their efforts, dynamite 

would be brought. The Irish patriots did not mean to 

till they had destroyed every public building and 

lUblic man in England and the Colonies, He did not 

think it cowardly to destroy innocent people, women 

and children. It was a law of nature that the innocent 

had to suffer for the guilty ; and in reality there were 

none innocent, every one was more or less responsible 

for his government. The English, by their repressive 

iuree, had denied them fair means. They meant 

pw to take every means, and destroy men, women, 

Ld children, till they got from fear what they could 

it get from justice. I said, " You are now indulging, 

:e onr iriendi a little while ago, in chaff anil banter," 
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!&s more V 



He answered, "I declare to God, I iievi 
sincere in my life." I said, " That ia the language of a 
savage. Would you approve of assassination ? " "Yeaj 
I would kill," said he, "an Englishman as willingly as a 
rat, nay, more willingly, as the rat might never have 
done me any harm, hut every Englishman has, I 
gloried in the murder of Lord Frederick Cavendish and 
Burke." The arrival of the hoat at Alhany put an 
end to this barbarous and abominable discourse of this 
" Irish patriot." 

Albany, the capital of New York State, has a fine 
situation and a very grand provincial Parliament House. 
The road from the river to the railway station was 
detestable, and I think the Ameiicans would show 
better taste if they spent, in making their streets 
decent, some of the money they lavish on their public 
buildings. The name of the railway I was now about 
to travel by was the strange one of the "Hudson and 
Delaware Canal Company." I thought at first some 
part of the journey might be by a canal, but I soon 
found what was in the name. The station and con- 
nected buildings were draped in black, for the lately 
deceased "President of the Road." President is the 
usual American for chairman; road or railroad for 
railway; track for line; ear for carriage; depot for 



THE HUDSON— SARATOGA. 



^H Btation ; conductor for goard. The euatom of hanging 
^B public buildings with black cloth oq the death of a 
^H public man is common in America. From Albany a 
^^ two hours' ride brought me to Saratoga — a name I had 
long ago heard of as one of the few places where an 
^^ English army had been disgraced, for it was at Sara- 
^^b togs that General John Burgoyne had to capitulate to 
^R tie American General, Gates, l7th October, 1777. I 
^^H had been again and again advised by American friends 
^^»io visit this greatest of American watering places at 
^^B the height of its season. On reaching the station I 
^^■. entered an omnibus belonging to the Grand Union 
^^B>Hotel, the largest, I was assured, in America, though I 
^^Bliad already heard that the largest one was also at San 
^^KFTancisco. America is the largest continent in the 
^^B world, its rivers are the largest; New York has the 
^^H largest opera house, Philadelphia the largest store, 
^^R Cincinnati the largest chicken-hatching establishment, 
^^|. Saratoga the largest hotel, and, as I see by a bill, also 
^^^ the largest os on show. This is merely the young 
^^B country's fa^on de parler. On entering the hotel, I 
^^■■{bund a great crowd in the spacious hall, a regular 
^^B queue eagerly advancing to the desk of the registering 
^^B clerk, getting in order their ticket and number. The 
^^B main building, with its 1,956 bedrooms, as I was told 
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by a waiter, was already full. New vomers were sent 
to the annexe, in batches or singly, under the guidance 
of a shining black waiter. I know not how many were 
Bent in all to this annexe, but my number was 22. 
The dining room of this hotel is a sight. It is capable 
of dining 2,000 people at once at its 300 odd tables, 
with as many coloured waiters of all shades, from the 
simple tawny to the blackest of blacks. At certain 
hours, in an adjoining room, is heard a tremendous 
clattering of platea, knives, forks, and spoons, under- 
going the process of washing and sorting. 

In the dining-room I sat beside a Presbyterian 
clergyman from Annapolis, in Maryland. He was out 
for his holiday, and bad been to the Catskill Mountains 
for some time for some cool air, and was now come to 
Saratoga for the waters, ilaryland had been a slave- 
holding state while slavery existed, and there were 
many people there still who had been bom slaves. 
The blacks generally were making progress since they 
had obtained their freedom : there were black clergy- 
men in hifl own denomination; a black was to ba 
moderator of his presbytery next year; and blacks were 
on the committee for the examination of theological 
students. Formerly, the coloured people were so 
much looked down upon that the whites woijfd not 
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ride with them in the same railway car. Tliis un- 
friendly feeling still exists in some places, though 
in a mitigated form, and the negro children are in 
most schools kept separate from the white. After- 
wards, when in Baltimore, I was told by an intelli- 
gent young man, not that the blacks were making 
progress, but " were getting above themselves," 
which meant, I suppose, the same thing from a 
different point of view. In one thing I obser\-ed the 
blacks had a decided superiority over their white 
coimtrymei). \\Tiile the latter were oppressed with 
.the heat, and streaming with perspiration, thongh 
sitting still at table, the blacks, though running about 
at their waiting, seemed quite comfortable. A fellow- 
traveller said he liked them as attendants much better 
than their so-called white superiors he had elsewhere 
had to serve him, as they were much more attentive 
and civil. 

In the season, the Grand Union has an excellent 
band, the orchestra of the chief theatre of Boston, as I 
waa informed. It plays through the day at stated times, 
and the evening I was there it played up to 11 o'clock. 
The garden, with stately trees and illuminated foun- 
tains, was full of ladies and gentlemen, some seated, 
and some walking about. The company looked well- 
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to-do, as I was told they were. The visages of the 
men were in general thin, and with a certain vulpine 
keenness of expression, the result of friction in the hot 
race of life. Most of the women I thought looked a. 
shade vulgar, but much plumper in person and coun- 
tenance than their lords. I noticed their dress, and that, 
I am told, is a very extraordinary thing for me to do. 
Jly eye, though habitually blind to such things, coulii 
not but see how expensively and showily they were 
decked, and I could not help thinking of the amount 
of dollars that crowd of ladies carried on their backs. 
I was told, hut I do not know with what truth, that 
(■ome of those ladies thought nothing of spending 
500 dollars on a single dress. Many came with so 
much luggage that they required several rooms to 
store it. Subsequently I made these observations 
about the ladies' dress to a Boston lady, and she said 
they were just, but that the best American society was 
now to be seen, not at Saratoga, but at Newport or 
Long Branch, where the dress was less demonstrative. 

After the music ceased, I renewed conversation 
with a gentleman belonging to Massachusetts, who had 
come by the " Albany," and who was a regular annual 
visitor of Saratoga. He gave me an account of the 
place. This Grand Union had belonged to the 



Bmii lion aire, Stewart, and was still the property of his 

[nily. It paid only two per cent, on the capital 

^vested. Of an adjoining hotel another New York 

inilHonaire, Vanderbilt, was the owner. He was 

residing there at present, might be seen daily at the 

table d'hote, was very affable, and very popular in the. 

place. In walking up the chief street in the evening, 

I had observed the town was full of hotels illuminated 

S)y the electric light, as is the street itself. This light 

I much more common in America than in England. 

jThe hotels were full of people ; each had a band or 

[music of some sort, and at certain points of confluence 

Woi sweet sounds several concerts were heard simul- 

■taneously, and thus combined formed a respectable 

Dutch concert. 

Next morning I rose early, and determined to taste 

jome of the celebrated waters. Passing the sulphur 

* Bpring, which,' from a recollection of Harrogate, I hstd 

no desire to taste, I made for the Vichy, which was at ■ 

some distance. I went along a very pleasant road, 

I with umbrageous trees of various kinds, and, 

ffieing a path on the right I entered it, but soon found 

Bit led only to a half-reined wooden house. I was out , 

Jof my way for the spring, but seeing a man I was 

^info^med I could reach it by going along the " track." 
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In America, where roada are comparatively few and 
generally very bad, the railway lines are much used by 
foot-passengers, and often even by equestrians; so, 
without fear of trespassing, I went along the track; and 
a very rough and poor track I found it. The sleepers 
were coarse pieces of wood, with hardly any ballast 
near them, except what seemed a sprinkling of engine- 
ashes. My weight on their end could make some of 
them move. I came upon a gang of navvies repairing 
it, and asked them some questions, but they seemed 
not to understand what I said, nor did. I understand 
them. Soon after I heard the rumble of an approach- 
ing train; aa soon as the driver saw me, he commenced 
to ring his hell. Every engine is furnished with a large 
brass bell, each almost exactly of the same note, which 
is rung before entering and leaving every station, and 
at crossings, and to give warning of danger. During 
my stay in America I heard so much of the tinkling 
of these monotonous bells that I felt it a positive 
relief when I got out of their reach. At length I 
found the Vichy spring, jmssed the bottling depart- 
ment, and entered the drinking-room. Without 
waiting to be asked, a youth brought me a newly- 
drawn glassful of a sparkling, bubbling liquid. I 
drank it off, and consented to have another. No 
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ctarge was made ; just what I pleased to give, I 
returned considerably refreshed by my two glasses of 

P "Vichy, with a paper setting forth, by minute analysis, 
transcendent virtnes of this spring over all others, 
I felicitated myaelf on having stumbled on the 
: of the springs ; but I found during the day that 
re were several others also best, and on my relat- 
ing to my Massachusetts friend my expedition and 
draught, 1 was told that I had done quite wrong, the 
Vichy water was not a bef ore-breakfast drink at all. I 
^■feould have gone to quite another spring. I found 
^Hbat water-drinking was here reduced to a science — 
^^■at the various wells formed a sort of horologe, and 
^^Pttt there was a water for certain periods of the day, 
^Tr rather states of the stomach. But, notwithstanding 
the mistake T had made, I took a very good breakfaKt. 
My kind friend promised to take me to the several 
ings in their proper order, and under his guidance I 
We visited most of them, but I forget the 
B of every one except that of the " Red Spring " 
svidently from the colour — an iron one. I tasted 
F all these waters, and, with true American hospitality 
which I found every^vhere to be great, lay guide would 
not let me pay in a single instance, but paid himself. 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

MONTREAL— KNOWLTON, 
In the afternoon I continued my journey to Montreal. 
On reaching Whitehall, I wished to send a telegram, 
and enquired of the guard if I should have time. 
The answer was, " You have five niinutea." At 
Plattshurg I asked the same man, "How long do we 
stop here?" when he answered, "You may stop as 
long as you like for me, governor." I did not feel 
particularly thankful for this gracious assurance. 
I was strongly advised to make from Wliitehal) the 
tour of Lake George and of Lake Champlain, as 
the sail round was said to be most charming; but 
the boat I should have gone by had been taken off 
Lake George, and bo I decided to go right on to 
Canada at once. But for many miles we skirted, 
on the railway, Lake Champlain, in some places 
hanging almost over it, so that we had a very good, 
,f rapid, view of this charming piece of water, which 
I understand, 120 miles long. As is customary 
American trains, there was a lad walking about 



the way, selling fruits, sweets, newspapers and 

books. At Eouae's Point we approached the Canadian 

ftontier, and the Canadian Custom-house ofiicere 

entered the carriages to examine the passengers' 

hand-bags. I have no affection for these officials 

anywhere. "Open that bag," said one of them to 

Ine, pointing to one that was on the seat beside 

I took no notice ; and, repeating the order, he 

found at last it was not mine. The Canadian con- 

l^uctiOi was more neatly dressed than the American 

—at any rate more like an EngUsh guaxd — and the 

■Engine could whistle like a true English engine, a 

jat that none belonging to the United States can 

All that I heard could only neigh, grunt, or 

goagh. After a long ride, and the latter part in the 

ides of night, we passed through what, in the dark- 

), I thought a tunnel, but which was, as I afterwards 

teamed, the Victoria Bridge over the St. Lawrence, 

md reached. Montreal somewhere near the "wee 

Iflhort hour ayont the twal." After a short delay at 

fttbe custom-house, and an omnibus ride of a few 

iminutes, I found myself in the old, but comfortable, 

Hostelry of St. Lawrence Hall. My own feelings, 

assisted by the sleepy look of the benighted officials 

I duty, soon sent me to my bedroom and sleep. 
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Next morning, I went to the temporary office 
of the British Associatiou. The local officials seemed 
to be very busy and excited, by the niiignitude i 
importance of their dnties, but very obliging in 
offering and rendering assistance. Most of them 
bad their coats off, more on account of the heat 
than the weight of the work. Here, and in the 
United States, I found it was very customary for 
young gentlemen, especially little boys, to go about 
with neither coat nor waistcoit, but with a neatly 
dressed shirt that did duty for both. The presenta- 
tion of a card of introduction made me the guest 
of one of the most respected citizens of Montreal, 
whose house, during my stay in Canada, I found, in 
the best sense, my home. My own experience here 
made me cordially join in the general praise of the 
extraordinary kindness and hospitality shown to the 
members of the British Association by the inhabi- 
tants of Montreal. The visitors, one and all, have 
carried away with them the pleasanteat recollections 
of their sojourn in this chief and charming city of 
the Canadian Dominion. The only drawback for a 
day or two was the heat. By a large thermometer, 
standing in the shade at the General Post Office, I 
observed the temperature was 92-5. This great heat 
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was felt as much by the iuhabitants as their visitors, 
f not more. Wherever I went, both in Canada and 
iie United States, I found the people greatly tried 

■by the heat, and, tHough mucli more lightly clad, 
complaiiiing of it more than their guests. They k:eep 
their houses so warm during the winter by stoves, 
double windows, and doors, that they seem to have 
( power to resist extremes of temperature than 
ihose who do not take such pains to exclude the 

■Bold air from their apartments. At W'asliingfcon I 
jaw a regulation prescribing for teachers in the 
tonblic schools not to allow the temperature to fall 
^low 60, or to rise above 75. This ia something 
our summer heat to be preserved in winter, 
Irith a range of only 15 degrees. This constant 
lieat must he debilitating to the constitution. 
Immigrants, accustomed in their native countries to 
a greater range of temperature, are said to feel both 
the heat ami cold less the first year than they do 
afterwards. 

L Montreal^Mont-real — Mount Royal is a large city, 

nrith a population estimated at 150,000, An Indian 
town or encampment, called Hochelaga, is said to 
have occupied its site before the arrival of. the French. 

, After their arrival it was called Ville ile Marie. Its 
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inhabitants are divided into two well-marked races, the 
British and the French. The French, who live chiefly 
in the east or meanest part of the city, are the most 
nnmerous ; are said to outvote the British, and, there- 
fore, to have the chief share in the government of the 
place. The mayor is always French, as also the 
majority of the corporation. Many do not understand 
Epglish. The Catholics outnumber the Protestants in 
a ratio of over two to one. The province of Quebec is 
the Goshen of Catholic priests. There they have more 
away over the people than the priests have in Ireland, 
or in the city of the Pope itself. The laity, I was told, 
are " completely priest-ridden," but whether they are 
thereby in a worse plight than their kinsmen in France, 
who have shaken off religion itself as well as priests and 
superstition, is a question I am not quite prepared to 
iwer. According to my observation, however, I 
may say if the priests lord it over the people, they also 
freely associate and sympathise with them, and this no 
doubt has a good deal to do with their authority. 

As in London and many of our towns, there is a 
marked difference between the east and west ends of 
Montreal. In the latter are the fine houses and the 
rich; the pcor and mean abodes are to be seen in the 
former, but nowhere such squalor and misery as in our 
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^Breat cities. The means of living are more abundant 
in Canada, and, except in tlie case of the aged and 
auffering, there need be no poor at all. The situation 
of Montreal is very fine. Its two grand physical em- 
belliehments are, on the one aide the majestic river St. 
L awrence, here about two miles hroad, and the 
^B^cturesquQ Mount Boyal, rising to an elevation of 700 
^^Met, on the other. On the very first day of my visit I 
^^bd an opportunity of seeing both these natural attrac- 
^^Eons. I went first to the river's edge on foot, walked 
^^Bong the quays and looked at the extensive shipping 
^^K>Iarge ocean and other steamers — and the motley 
^^Krong at work in connection with them. I might have 
^^ft^ed myself at Havre de Grace, everything seemed 
^^Ht French — from the faces of the women and childrer 
^^K» the blue blouses and paloi» of the men. One 
^^Bing surprised me greatly, the wreaths of dust., as of 
^^Kin snow, that covered the streets some inches deep. 
^^H pair of mules in a waggon raised, as they passed 
^^Bong, a cloud of dust that might be compared to the 
^^■boke that issues from a locomotive on a frosty mom- 
^^Dgi but rising much lower down. Although the water 
^^P at hand, it never seems to occur to the authorities 
^Hq utilise it in laying the dust. The dust seems to he 
^^Kmoved only by the wind, or by the bodies of [leople 
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and animals that pass through it. When rain comeB, 
it becomes mortar of various degrees of consistency. 
In nothing does America appear a young country more 
than in its streets and roads. After following the 
coarse of the river as far as houses extended, I turned 
inward and examined the various streets. Almost 
every street in the older part vfas Saint Something ; a 
proof of how much the early settlers had been under 
the influence of religious ideas. 

In the afternoon, I rode up, with my kind enter- 
tainers, to the top of Mount Eoyal. The people of 
Montreal have, with very considerable outlay and most 
commendable taste, made a pleasant spiral carriage- 
way up to the aummit. This winding-way forms a 
very delightful promenade. As we ascended we got a 
complete view of the city, of the broad St. Lawrence, 
and of the country far beyond. There was a fresh 
mountain air, and a grateful smell of trees and plants 
with which the mountain is clothed. When partly 
round, my attention was called to the place where the 
people of Montreal enjoy, amid the winter snows, the 
peculiar Canadian game of " Tobogganing," said to 
have been borrowed from the North- American Indians. 
The " Toboggan " is a small wooden sledge capable of 
holding two p3rsons, not abreast but in line. This 
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nitive carriage is taken to the top of a steep incline, 

which it is shot down, with ever-increasing 

till it reaches the level below, where it 

I to a standstill. In the clear moonlight nights 

of winter, young men and maidens are often found 

fl ying down this declivity, the young man behind as 

^Bfeerer and in delightful proximity to the maiden in 

^Hont. When the level is reached, the pair have to 

^^Bight and drag their " Toboggan " up to the top again 

^^RT another descent. This process of hauling up the 

^^arriage is said to be not so irksome and laborious aa 

might be supposed. The sympathetic pair, with 

fisure in prospect, seem rather to enjoy the exer- 
!. The ingenuous youth feels, as did Ferdinand 
piling his logs, that the mistress that he serves 
quickens what is dead and makes his labours pleasures. 
In this country, when we hear that the Canadian 
^winter is very severe and lasts sis months, we naturally 
include that that must be a very dull and trying 
But it appears not so. Many people, es- 
f the yonug, told me they liked the winter more 
a. the summer, as it was more given to enjoyment, to 
■nivals, and Ice-Palace building festivities. Further 
ind on this mountain, on the side away from Mon- 
I, I passed the place of rest both from pleasure and 
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toil. This cemetery, by its loneliness and beauty, 
seemed tbe beau~id4al of a quiet last resting-place. 

On subsequent days I made furtber examinations 
of the town. The Catholic Church of Notre Bame is a 
large and fine building, with a tower said to be 220 
feet high. On entering, I was invited to ascend this 
tower, and informed that an elevator would take me 
up for a quarter dollar, but I soon found that this was 
a pious fraud, for its range extended to only the firafc 
100 feet; the remainder had to he accomplished by 
the ordinary toilsome process of stair-climbing. From 
the top I had another capital bird's-eye view of the 
city, and could trace many of the streets and make 
out the chief buildings. While I was sitting down 
and leisurely surveying the things below, another 
adventurer came up and sat down by ray side. He 
told me the object of his visit and part of his history. 
He was a merchant of " dry goods " — the usual fex- 
pression for drapery here and iu the United States — 
at Samia, on l^ke Huron. The people in his town and 
neighbourhood were generally prosperous, and chieSy 
Scotch. He had to pay 27 per cent, duty on £nglish 
cloth, but it made no difference to him as his customers 
had to pay it in the end. Protection was rather an 
advantage to him, as it kept out the cheaper cotton 
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fcgoocia of the United States, though he was rather 

niifortuDately situated, as many of his customers had 

Ifonly to cross the narrow strip of water and make 

purchases in the States, which purchasea thej often 

•.contrived to bring back without paying duty, 

Afi I wished to visit some friends at Knowlton, 60 

miles off, I went to the Bonaventure Station of the 

Grand Trunk Railway. Our language takes ita com- 

Jilexion from our surroundings. The largeness of their 

wuntry is rejected in the language of the American 

^-^eople in their superlatives. America has been called 

the country of magnificent distances. Both in Canada 

_and the United States the measure of distance ia the 

English mile; but this mile is not looked upon with 

B same eye as in England, In England, 60 miles is 

i respectable journey; in America it is regarded as 

Once on inquiring the distance of Toronto 

rom Montreal, I was told it was quite near, hut on 

laking the journey I found it 340 miles- — nearly as 

from Edinburgh to London. Quebec, also, 

which ia about 180 milea distant, ia considered a near 

ibour. In a country where railway joumeya are 

ffionnted by thousands of miles, journeys of tens or 

I Tlundreds are of small account. Mine to Knowlton, 

§ then, was like passing into the nest street, and yet 



the train took three hours to do it. Shortly after 
starting we passed through the Victoria Bridge, this 
time in broad dajUght. The sun ehining brightly 
through the numerous ventilation openings occasioned 
a curious flickering light as the train moved along. 
Yet the ventilation did not seem good, as the smoke 
was driven right back into the carriages, which sent 
many of the passengers off coughing. It being 
Saturday, and tickets available to Monday at less than 
a single fare for the double journey, the train wa« 
crammed full of passengers, who went out by degrees 
at the various stations. The country for a long way 
was an alluvial plain, evidently the work of the St. 
Lawrence in past ages, or of the tributary Bichelieu. 
One of the most striking features of the Canadian 
landscape is water. Canada is par excellence the land 
of lakes, broad rivers, and streams. "Water, water, 
everywhere," and on a scale commensurate with the 
country. I asked my com]>anion in the carriage the 
name of a river about the size of the Thames at 
Beading, and he said be did not know if it had a 
name; it was only a stream. The plain soon gave 
place to a coimtiy, rough and rocky. Another striking 
featm-e of Canadian and American fields is their 
f surface, studded with stumps of trees 



1 all stages of decay. It is among these stumps, two 

r three feet high, that cattle graze and com grows. 

B amid these that the ploughman has to urge his 

*team of horses or oxen. It would puzzle an English 

ploughman to till a field where such stocks, from a 

foot to a yard in diameter, with their wide-extending 

jots, eneumher the ground every few paces. In the 

royince of Ontario I once asked a farm implement 

laker if the breaking of ploughs was not an every-day 

3currence, and if the animals drawing them were not 

rendered fractious by the impediments ; but he said, 

jKot at all. They get so accustomed to the work that 

Whenever the plough strikes on a stump, or root, they 

ike that as a signal and immediately stop till the 

lough ia shifted, and then go on again. But in many 

ices in Ontario, where the farmers are enterprising 

md the land becoming valuable, these stumps are 

jompletely rooted out by a machine worked by a pair 

f horses. When taken out they are collected together 

form fences, instead of the usual wooden rails. It 

lay give some idea of the laborious nature of this 

ktump extraction when one hears that it is considered 

^ood work when men, horses, and machine can get out 

me in half-an-hour. Canada having suffered severe 

^denudation, the surface of the fields is further encum- 
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bered, in many parts, by rocks in bUu and boulders. 
These are still more intractable than the stumpa. It 
is surprising tQ see magnilicenb trees rising to a great 
lieight among these rocks and stones, where scarcely a 
particlf of earth is visible. At Sutton Junction we 
changed carriages, and proceeded by a branch line to 
Knowlton. Here was a number of primitive-looking 
carriages, that gave me the impression of being in a 
foreign country. A carriage was in waiting for me, 
drawn by a pair of mules. These animals are much 
used in America generally, and a good pair of mutes 
is said to be quite equal in value to a good pair of 
horses. On leaving the train, I found I bad been 
riding all the way from Montreal with a gentleman 
that had, when a boy, lived in my house with me for 
half a year— but five-and-twenty years had rendered us 
mutually unknown. Time, among his other wonders, 
makes friends strangers. 

Knowlton is a village situated in a picturesque 
region. The country is undulating and woody ; there 
is a charming sheet of water called Erome Lake, hills 
on the background rising, tier upon tier, away to the 
mountains in Vermont. As might be expected in a 
new country, where police organisation is naturally 
imperfect and individual freedom is greater, robberies 
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and crimes of every name are common in America, 
especially in the thinly-populated districts. There 
freebooters and desperadoes of every description 
abound. Even in New York, according to the Police 
Commissioner's Eeport, crimes are committed of every 
name known among men. In the evening the con- 
versation turned on this subject, and, among others, I 
remember the following two stories. My hostess, the 
widow of a Canadian judge, told us of a case that had 
been tried before her husband. One night two men 
knocked up a doctor and told him his attendance was 
mrgently required to see a patient at some distance. 
To save time, as they alleged, they would not let him 
take his own carriage and servant, but would take him 
with all speed in the conveyance they had brought. 
He hastily got ready and went with them. They 
drove him to a distance, by unknown ways, to a lonely 
house. He entered ; there were no lights, no patient. 
The men attempted to rob him. In the struggle he 
managed to get near the winddw, through which he 
dashed, and, under cover of the darkness, happily 
evaded his pursuers. The men were afterwards dis- 
covered and brought to judgment. The other was of a 
heartless theft committed in a crowded railway car. 
An industrious farmer, in one of the eastern States, 
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fiading that his family was large and thinking to 
better himself, a£ many do, by going west, sold his 
farm and, with the money in his pocket, set out with 
his ikroily to buy another larger farm where land irai 
cheajier. The carriage into which they entered waa so 
full that the family could not find seats all together— 
the eldest daughter, a girl in her early teena, had to 
take a seat in the rear. Two men on the seat behind 
her began to talk with her ; she told them the story 
of her father going to seek a new home, with the price 
of his lal« farm in his ix>cket to buy it. The father 
was pointed out. As soon ae opportunity oSeredi, Uie 
men got near him, entered into conversation, and ia 
the end robbed him of his money, left the cairiage, 
and the poor man and hia family abeolately penniless. 
The large American cars do not appear perfectly safe 
any more than the EugUsh smaller ones. 

A tliunderstorra occurred during the night. I wbb 
Boiry it was iu the night, as I wished to see an 
American thunderstorm, which is said to he mucli 
more violent than ours. It cooled the air considerably. 
I attended the little Epis-opal church iu the village, 
wooden, aa most of the Canadian country houses are. 
The clergyman wan away. A young man intended for 
(he ministry read prayers, lessons, and a printed 
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sermon fifteen minutes long. In the churchyard, not % 
Imrial-ground, our mules and carriage stood during the 
!, with the patience peculiar to their race. After 
church I was introduced to a lady, a descendant of The 
Knowlton, a royalist, after whom the place was called. 
This Knowlton had fought vigorously on the side of 
ihe king, and, after the war, had received a grant of 
land here as an indemnity for the loss of property he 
liad sustained in the United States. Much of the land 
a the province of Ontario was allotted in the same 
way to unfortunate royalists. On walking round the 
gardens I was interested to observe the crops. In the 
Open air were seen growing, luxuriantly, musk and 
rater melons, grapes, tobacco, and cayenne pepper. 
n the orchard were fine apples of many sorts — 
Danada is famous for this fruit — there was one 
ielicate, round, peach-Uke apple, and another of 
I deep dark red; these, clustering on the trees like 
laws, were very beautiful. Afterwards I called on the 
IlI.P. for the county, a gentleman whom I had well 
tnown when he was beginning to read and had seen 
ast in Heidelberg, Baden, more than twenty years 
igo. At his gate I was reminded of one fact, that 
knierica is the great land of invention and machinery. 
[tis is much used as a substitute for hand labour, or a 
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■ujtplemcnt to it. At Lis gate is a contrivance which 
1 do not ri'meiiiber seeing in England, bj which 
the (Mirriage, if iiroperly driven, makes the gate fly 
open, and, att doom oh it is througli, shut again, thus 
mving lime and trouble. Here we talked of the 
poUticul Mituatiun of Canada, and, according to the 
opinion of Bcveral politicians then present, Canada 
hna too nmch government. 

Ah I had to return to Montreal early next morning, 
I found II wonderful change of temperature. Two 
days before tho thermometer hod attained a masimnm 
of 02-3 in tho Bluide, It had now fallen below the 
frPMinp point. On going to the station, I observed 
the mud mid grEisa covered with frosty rime. Feople 
ridini; to tlii< train were wrapped up in plaids and 
shiiwls. The stove in the waiting-room was roaring, 
nnd surrouuiU'd by n shivering crowd as if it had 
bttun 11 day in Jiinuary. These sudden changes, I 
mu told, lu'o one of the druwKicks of Canadian life. 
Wood 10 the fuel used here, both in houses and trains. 
kpa of u'oml, cut iuto ju^hm's of about two feet long, 
, pil«l up »t various stations- la three hoais 
tmin rvwched Montreal, after Itaving picked up oK 
vay most of those who had goue with tt qb 
loixhir. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

QUEBEC— SOREL— ST. LAWRENCE. 

In the committee-room I found everything in a 
transition state. Some of the officials had already 
gone to McGill College, the meeting place of the 
British Association. I found fresh arrivals of members - 
that had come by the "Polynesian" and the 
** Parisian." A geological acquaintance of long 
standing said they had had a very jolly time of it on 
board — games, and fun and frolic of all descriptions, 
such as healthy people are sure to have when they are 
together with nothing to do. He thought of going 
to the extreme North of Canada, to join a gentleman 
and his wife already there, on a fishing and fowling 
expedition. Both fish and fowl in these remote 
regions, unacquainted with the wiles and wickedness 
of man, become his ready prey. The fish seized the 
bait without suspicion, and were caught as fast as one 
chose ; and the birds, liaving no more fear of man than 
of one another, allowed themselves to be knocked 
down ad libitum. At McGill College I found pre- 
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parations going briskly on in the reception-room. 
After getting my ticket and other documents I made, 
with what haste the " hackman " could, for Dalhonsie 
Square, and took the train by the North Shore to 
Sorel. I had a good view of the conntry on the one 
hand, and occasional glimpses of the river on the 
other — the surface of the low, well-washed, alluvial 
plain, bristling with stumps or strewed with countless 
boulders. Harvest operations still in progress, pigs 
and sheep numerous, and apparently the chief stock. 
As usual, streams large and abundant. My next 
neighbour in the train was a Frenchman, a civil 
servant from Ottawa, on his way with his wife and 
child — an object of especial interest to both — to New 
Brunswick for a holiday. He told me that the French 
were all loyal subjects of the Queen, strongly opposed 
to annexation with the United States. He quoted the 
saying of a French member of the Dominion Parlia- 
ment, as expressing the sentiments of the whole French 
population— "iVoits sommes Canadiens avant tout." 
On another occasion I talked with another civil 
servant from the same Ottawa, but an Enghshman, or 
at any rate an English-speaking man, and he declared 
the so-called j^Kitriotism of the French Canadians to 
be nothing more than selfishness. They feel their 
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^Htivileges in Canada, and enjoy them without caring 
a straw for the Queen or the Enghsh. " You see," 
said he, " they have taken no interest whatever in the 
British Association ; " a fact I could not deny. 
"And," continued he, "they. are opimsed to annexa- 
tion, simply because if joined to the United States 
they could not get their religion taught at the puhlic 
expense as they do now." The diverse nationalities, 
living in close juxta-position, do not seem to constitute 
one very happy family. It would be a wonder if they 
did, with their different tastes, characters, and religions. 
But be this as it may, it is pleasant to find that the 
whole population of the Dominion, whatever be their 
motives, are in favour of maintaining their connection 
with England, or, as it is there generally called, with 
" The Old Country." 

As I was going to call at Sorel, it was necessary to 
change carriages at Berthier Junction and cross the 
river by ferry-boat. The junction is a mile or two 
from the village and river. To get to it I was directed 
to take vay place in a baggage waggon, made of rough 
unplaned boards as they had left the saw mill. This 
waggon — without doors, windows, or proper seats 
— served at once for luggage and passengers. The 
wger articles, such as trunks and bags, served their 
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owners for seats, but the majority had to st-and. I was 
amused by two i>rie8ts, witb very bigli chimney-pot 
hate — worn constantly by the priests and the priests 
alone^I heard of a Rugby boy who went home to 
Montreal for a holiday with such a headdress, and he 
was hooted on the street for his pains. These two 
priests sat, all the time, at the doorway on their trunks, 
and one of them kept smoking a short, dirty pipe the 
whole distance. It seemed to me an uncaiionical 
position and act for these shepherds of the flock, but 
their conduct did not seem at all to be considered 
extraordinary. On the river a steamer was waiting to 
take across to Sorel the passengers and luggage, 
together with sundry cows, a horse and cart, and, worst 
of all, a heavy barge of grass in tow, to a paper mill. 
The towing of this barge retarded still more the motion 
of a vessel that seemed of no great speed at best. The 
distance we had to go was about seven miles, and we 
took considerably more than an hour to do it. On 
board I talked with a well-grown gentleman, an in- 
spector of the Grand Trunk Railway, who well knew, 
from residence in them both, Winnipeg and Manitoba. 
In many places in the prairie districts, the usual fuel 
was the n;nk prairie grass, hard-twisted into ropes. 
But the railway that is now in progress is beginning 
to introduce wood an 1 coal. 
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In the broad St. Lawrence we passed a solitary 
fisherman setting his night lines, and afterward a 
reached Sorel a Httle after sunset. This Httle town 
is situated on a low sandy tongue of land at the 
confluence of the Richelieu and the St. Lawrence. 
Before landing, the proprietor of some hotel offered me 
^Bke shelter of his house for the nigjit, but on my 
^^HeJising, be put me on the way of reaching a friend's 
house — the English College, as the people called it— 
a. short distance off. ^VTiile the carriage was being got 
lady, the driver, a Frenchman, asked me into hia 
There I found, in a very small room, his wife 
i two children, and in a still smaller one adjoining 
tew two more in bed. The mother herself seemed 
t & giiL She, too, was French, and could speak no 
bglish. She told me she had been married at sixteen, 
pd waa now nearly five-and-twenty — a yomig age for 
^mother of four children. She told me also what I 
i from others, that it is a common thing for the 
. girls to marry about the age she did. No 
mder if the French far outuumher the Enghsh in 
e province of Quebec. 
The St. Lawrence is the chief channel of cora- 
Bftunieation for Sorel wifli Montreal and Quebec, 
ikt 10 p.m. the steamer, " Quebec," arrived from 
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Montreal. The arrival is evidently the event of the 
Sorel (lay. Crowds were waiting both to welcome 
and take leave of ftiends ; many also from mere 
curiosity, everywhere a characteristic of the human 
race. After a short halt, to delivej and receiva 
passengers, the bell rings, and the course is con- 
tinued, On entering I found the steamer, like the 
one on the Hudson, large, and luxuriously fitted-up ; 
but no berth vacant. I was offered a shake-down 
somewhere on the upper-deck, but declined, I pre- 
pared myself to pass the night the best way I could 
on chairs, as many other people were trying to do. 
But sleep, though coming several times, would not 
stay, being frightened away by my semi-erect position, 
and especially by the incessant jerk ! jerk ! of the 
powerful engine, that, like a mighty sledge-hammer 
on an anvil, kept pounding away. As soon as it 
dawned I gave up all attempt at rest, and went on 
the upper-deck. It was raining, I was informed by 
an officer of the ship that the river where we were waa 
about three miles broad. St. Lawrence is truly a 
noble river. Notwithstanding its breadth it is said 
to present throughout its whole course, from the sea 
to Montreal, a channel of'at least thirty feet deep, 
except in one place near Sorel, where the river 
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Idens almost into a lake. There a passage has 
been excavated, and is kept open by dredging, deep 
enough to let pass the largest ocean-going steamers. 
About dark the previous evening I had seen the 
"Parisian " ploughing her way up at that very point. 
While standing in the fore-part of the saloon, in 
shelter from the rain, and watching through the 
glazed windows the river and its banks, a tobacco- 
chewing citizen of Cincinnati, but originally from 
County Londonderry, came up and expressed to me 
his admiration of the river. It was a much nobler 
river than his Ohio, which is at its best only in 
February, and becomes shrivelled up during the heat 
He was a saddler by trade, and had set up 
t himself in busines a little before the breaking out 
fcthe war with the south. During the war he had 
most more business than he could do, and had made 
nich money. He had now a partner, and was in a 
large way of business as a manufacturer of " saddle- 
trees," sending out on an average two waggon loads 
of them every week. America, said he, was a great 
country. Any one who would work bard, honestly, 
and half-decently — a common Americanism — would 
soon be well off; but the lazy and idle would be badly 
, as everywhere. He had never visited Ireland 
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since he had been ia America, but his bttainess took 
him to all the great American towns^Tfew OrleauB, 
St. Louis, Chicago, Boston, New York, and *'Phil- 
delphy." This man was the type of many to be met 
with in America — rich, shrewd, uneducated in all but 
the excellent " Real-Schule" of the American business 
world. He took haaty leave of me to go and call up 
his wife, saying he would see me again ; but at the 
same moment the steward rung hia bell, went round 
knocking up the sleepers as Quebec was near, and I 
saw him no more. 

The banks, that had been before low and wooded, 
now became steep and picturesque. Bafts of timber, 
dragged by labouring tugs, strike the attention. 
Small looking houses nestle at the foot of the monn- 
tains on both sides of the river. Ahead is seen a place 
like which I had seen nothing before. " That is 
Quebec," was said on various sides. Quebec, indeed ! 
the strange, charming congeries of buildings, crowning 
the heights above the broad, majestic river, could be 
no place else. The steamer first discharged its paa- 
sengera at Levis, on the right bank, and then passed 
over to Quebec, on the left. The arrival took place 
under a torrential rain. The cold mountain tops had 
condensed the moisture-laden air from the ocean, and 
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had given me an opportunity of seeing a real American 
downpour. Landing under the circumatancea was no 
joke. Many resolved to remain in the shelter of the 
ship, thereby evidently exciting the impatience of the 
officials stationed to collect the tickets, who saw no 
end to their work. Not wishing, for my pait, to 
prolong their uneasiness, I, after a little hesitation, 
gave up my ticket, and ventured out. A cabman 
immediately offered his services, which I readily 
accepted. He promised to bring me a carriage in 
which I might find complete shelter. He brought 
a wretched calhclie^ about the size of a chair, open 
before and behind, with a canopy above not much 
^trader than my hat. I entered, and found we were 
leeting the rain, which drove right through the 
iehicle. I attempted to block its passage with my 
ibrella, but with only partial success, Our route 
B up a steep hill, down which ran a stream of water 
rom side to side that, might have turned a mill. My 
oachman at starting pretended to know my destina- 
tion, but, instead of taking me direct, drove me ri^ght 
a the end of the town. Meeting there a policeman, 
,B learned that he had come far past the place, and 
ras obliged to retrace his steps. He eventually found 
he spot, and when offered the bargain ed-for fare 
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A cordial reception from kind friends made up for 
the vigils of the night and the adventurous ride of the 
morning. \Vlieu sufficiently refreshed I set out, under 
skilled direction, to see as much of Quebec as the 
limited time at my disposal allowed. We first visited 
the Departmental Buildings, still unfinished, but 
which, when completed, will form a fine quadrangle. 
Here are the public offices and the meeting plao 
the Provincial Parliament. Since my visit, a portion of 
this building in course of erection baa been partially 
destroyed by an explosion, as it is supposed, of dyna- 
mite. I was introduced to the chiefs of the Depart- 
ments of Crown Lands, Surveying, Education, and of 
the Museum and Library, from whom I received much 
interesting information and valuable documents relat- 
ing to the Province of Quebec. A great deal of land 
in this province is still unoccupied, and can be bought 
at a very cheap rate. The system of education la 
excellent, ample provision, both in French and English 
being made for the primary, secondary, and highet' 
education of the young. From the public buildings I 
next went to the citadel on the heights. The fortifi- 
cations there were constructed under the direction of 
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! Duke of Wellington. Here is the summer resi- 
dence of the Governor- General, at present Lord Lans- 
downe. Visitors usually inscribe their names in the 
books of the Earl and Countess, which are kept in the 
hall of the ofEcial residence. From various points 
on these heights, magnificent views are had of the 
ifliver below and the country far and near. The rifled 
eannon are of no great weight, but there is one heaiy 
one, presented byPalliser, also a little brass one, taken 
from the enemy at Bunker's Hill. An American, 
having been shown this trophy, said his countrymen 
had taken at the same battle 6ve in its stead. Not 
many soldiers appear to be there. A few were lounging 
'aibout, some were trying their strength by throwing a 
' weight, while in the readiog-room a fewer still were 
reading books and papers. The wooden ballroom, 
erected during the residence of the Princess Louise in 
this place, is still standing. The grand ball she gave 
there to the citizens is still fresh in their remembrance. 
One of the most interesting sights here was the 
ghia, to all appearance inaccessible, which were 
lied with so much gallantry by our soldiers on the 
.memorable occasion of the taking of Quebec in 1759. 
The very course of the alleged ascent was pointed out 
by our guides, but perhaps imagination shared with 



AMERICA AND BACK. 



tradition the credit of this information. After leaving 
tbia historicallj and Bcenically interesting place, I was 
taken to the public Museum and Eeading-room, the 
English reviews that lay on the tables had been re- 
printed, I saw, in Philadelphia, as also many other 
works published originally in England. It ia a pity 
Bome copyright understanding could not be come to 
by which authors and publishers in either country 
might reap the just reward of their labours and entet- 
prise. I nest visited the chief French church, and 
afterwards the adjoining seminary chapel. The sacristan 
gave me a printed catalogue of the pictures there 
to be seen. Among them were some very good ones, but 
the light just then did not happen to be very suitable 
for some of them. The pleasure that these works 
afforded me was marred by my observing, at the foot of 
the catalogue, two other items of things also to he seen — 
a collection of saints' bones, and a link of the chain ty 
which St. Paul had been bound. It ia this gross system 
of deception that must ever render the Roman Catholic 
religion distaatefnl to honest thinking men. Passing up 
the hill, by the ancient Government House, I reached the 
monument to Wolfe and Montcalm, the heroic leaders 
of the opposing forces, who were mortally wounded on 
the same eventful day, now no longer rivals but sharers 
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I of an nndying renown. I copied the short inscription : 
''Mortem virtue, camfnAi,nern, famam, Hiatoria, monv^ 
fnentum, Poateritas ded'd " (Valour gave death. History 
common fame, Posterity monument), I was shown 
the spot where Wolfe fell shot, and a Uttle further on 
where he died. Here is reared an elegant column with 
H^iia inscription ; — " This pillar was erected by the 
Vwritish Army in Canada, A.D. 1849— His Excellency 
Lieutenant-G^eneral Sir Benjamin D' Urban, Com- 
mander of the I'orces — to replace that erected lay 
Governor-General Lord Aylmer, C.C.B., in 1832, which 
was broken and defaced and is deposited beneath." On 
the other aide these words : — " Here died Wolfe, 
victorious, September 13th, 1759," 

Having seen a little of this oldest Canadian town, 
I returned on the following morning to Montreal by 
Tail. On the way I caught an occasional sight of tlie 
St. Lawrence, and of the bills and dark woods far 
beyond. The ground was everywhere strewed with 
erratic blocks of stone. The white wooden houses, 
apart or grouped in villages, diversified the face of the 
conntry, St. Jeanne de Neuville is a dark, moss-like 
btream. The St. Andre is a considerable affluent of 
the St. Lawrence, and when clear of ice is navigable, 
chiefly for wood and bark. 1 saw some pieces of 
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maize struggling in a soil and climate evidently 
uncongenial. The fruit-boy in the train was selling 
small round, jet-black grapes, about the size of good 
buckshot. The flavour of these, as also that of all 
the grapes I tasted in America, is poor and wild, quite 
different from the delicious grapes of Europe. Yet 
the Americans seem to think highly of their grapes, 
and I have heard some say they could never grow 
tired eating them. At Three Elvers there was a halt 
of fifteen minutes for lunch. Here the St. Maurice 
falls into the St. Lawrence by three mouths, which 
gave rise to the name of the place. At this station 
there entered the train an old lady from Boston, tho 
widow of a sea-captain. She had gone to Three Rivera 
to see some friends that she had known long ago, hut 
not one remained; she could bear there nothing "but 
French, which she could not understand ; was now 
going to some watering-place which she called St. 
Leon. She was fond of travelling ; whenever sho 
took the fancy she shut up her house in Boston, and 
was off without giving her friends a day's notice* . 
She was full of stories about the lawlessness of the 
bad American men, and the miu-ders they committed. 
She gave me the name of a young man of respectable 
family, well-known in Boston, who, at Montreal a year 
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ago, had gone out of the railway-car for some refresh- 
ment and had never afterwards been heard of. His 
luggage was left in the carriage. All sorts of searches 
had been made for him by police and detectives, but 
in vain. His father, before a prosperous man, had 
since gone to ruin through anxiety and grief for the 
loss of his son. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 



BRITISH ASSOCIATION— OTTAWA. 



Ox my return to Montreal I found tlie reception 
room and the other departments of the British 
Association fully organised and in working order. 
The opening meeting was to take place that evening. 
As I am giving here only notes of my tour, it is not 
my purpose or intention to attempt any detailed 
report of the transactions of the Association during 
the week it was in session at Montreal, A voluminoua 
report of its proceedings ia published every year, con- 
taining elaborate reports of committees on scientific 
Eubjects ; abstracts, by their authors, of the chief papers 
read ; and the addresses of the president and presidents 
of the various sections. It is in this volume that fuU 
information concerning the transactions of the British 
Association should be sought. But it may be worth 
while, for the sake of those who may never see 
that report, to give some general information about 
the British Association and its doings. 

The British Association for the Advancement of 
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^Rcience held its first meeting at York in 1831. Every 
year since a meeting has been held in some town of 
the British Isles. Important towns are eager for 
the honour of entertaining the Association, and there 
are usually several suitors for the privilege. A 
necessary condition is a guarantee fund and buildings 
of sufficient size and number. The place of meeting 
is generally fixed two years in advance. Each year is 
chosen a new president — a man eminent in soma 
branch of science. The time of meeting is August or 
September. The session lasts for a week. The 
opening meeting takes place on Wednesday evening, 
when the new president is installed and reads his 
address on a subject with which he is particularly 
conversant, or on the progress of science during 
the past year. On Thursday, the various sections 
meet for work. These are seven in number :— 
Section A, Mathematics ; B, Chemistry ; C, Geology ; 
D, Biology; E, Geography ; F, Economics ; G, 
Mechanics. The presidents of sections deliver ad- 
dresses, and papers are read. In the evening a 
conversazione takes place in some suitable building, 
attended by members and associates — that is persons 
who join the Association only for the occasion. On 
Friday sections, and a lecture in the evening hy some 
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scientific man. Saturday is generally devoted to 
excureionH to places of interest in the neighbonr- 
hood, which are kindly put at the disposal of the 
members and associates; in the evening a popular 
lecture to the working classes. On Sunday, special 
Bermons are preached in the various places of worship 
those whose spiritual sight has not been blinded by 
the brilliancy of their science. On Monday, sections, 
and lecture in the evening. On Tuesday, sections, and 
another conversazione. On Wednesday, the remain- 
ing papers in the sections and the concluding meeting, 
at which the results of the present meeting are given, 
grants of money for various scientific purposes 
announced, and votes of thanks passed to all who 
have contributed to the saccess and pleasure of the 
meeting, Thursday is devoted again to escursionB, 
generally to greater distances than those of Saturday. 
Thus the meeting ends. The advantages of this 
AsBOciation are very great. The leaders of scientific 
thought and research meeting together, and communi- 
cating their views and discoveries, have done much for 
the advancement of science in the world. And for 
amateurs who take an interest in some department of 
science the attraction is also great, for they are sure to 
find there men able and willing to enlighten them on 
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|P&eir fevourite subjects. And lastly, those altogether 
ignorant of science cannot fail to be benefited by 
coining into contact with riclily-stored scientific minds. 
It is found that tbe coming of the Association into 
a town never fails to give an impetus to the study 
of science there. As an instance, tbe Montreal 
meeting has led directly to the founding of a 
Scholarship in tbe McGill University for the encourage- 
ment of tbe study of Applied Science. 

On Saturday tbe chief excursions were to Ottawa 

taiid Quebec, and for tickets to both these places there 
■rere many applications. As I had already been to 
Quebec I chose tbe excursion to Ottawa. In ordinary 
yearsj at tbe borne meetings, tbe excursion tickets are 
issued at reduced rates ; but Canada outdid all other 
places I visited since 1869, by making them absolutely 
free. For this liberality, among much else of a 
similar kind, the sis or seven hundred British 
members wbo visited Canada will have taken back to 
their homes a very pleasant recollection. - A long' 
special train started from the Bonaventure station a 
little after 8 o'clock. The country through which we 
passed was generally flat, and tbe crops in the fields 
looked light and poor. Stones and stmnps abounded 
as nsual in the open. Much land still covered with 
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forest. The saddest sight of the Cacadian landscape 
to me was the forests that had been burnt on purpose. 
It was, indeed, a melancholy sight to see here, as in 
many other places, the charred branchless trunks of 
lofty trees projected against the clear sky in mournful 
desolation, and, at their roots, the underwood struggling 
to put on verdure anew. It seemed such a pity that 
noble trees could not have been put to a better use 
than to be burned as noxious weeds. The forests are 
at once the ornament and wealth of Canada, and I 
hope they will soon be better cared for and protected 
against this wanton waste. But probably the early 
settlers took quite another view. To them the very 
abimdanee of timber was a nuisance and a drag. It 
stood everywhere in their way. They called it 
lumber. "liUmber" is still the general name for 
timber, though of so much importance. The wood 
merchant is said to be engaged in the "Lumber 
Trade." I am not quite sure what is the precise 
meaning of the word " lumber " as understood by the 
Americans. One authority told me that the ornament 
of the forest was a tree while it was standing, timber 
when felled and squared, and lumber when sawn into 
planks ; but another authority maintained that lumber 
is the genera] name for wood in every form. On oui" 
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way we saw also, as usual, abundance of water. After 
several stoppages, we were met by friends from 
Ottawa, who went through the train taking down the 
names of the passengers, and giving to each a printed 
address of welcome and a collection of photographic 
views of the chief buildings of their city. We reached 
Ottawa at 12 o'clock. At the station we were met by 
the local committee, and found a very large number 
of carriages to take the passengers, upwards of 200, 
into the town. We were taken to the Drill Hall by 
an unmetalled road, so softened by the rain that the 
wheels sank in the mud to such an extent as to bring 
the horses to a complete standstill before we had 
quite reached the hall. In the centre of this hall 
was a raised platform, on which appeared several of 
the most prominent citizens and members of the 
British Association. The mayor, who had returned 
unexpectedly from the West, supported by the Bishop 
of Ontario, read the address we had received in the 
train. After a reply, by two of the members, the 
company repaired to the Eussell House Hotel, where 
a sumptuous lunch had been prepared. At this 
entertainment there was, as usual, an absence of all 
intoxicants. The American people have unquestion- 
ably carried the practice of temperance further than 
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we have yet clone. As often happens on such 
occasions, the staff of waiters was unequal to the task, 
and one gentleman declared that while he conld get 
plenty to eat on the table before him, he could, not- 
withstanding all hia signs and demands, get not a 
Bingle drop of licjuid in the shape of soup, water, tea, 
or coffee. Less or more fortunate than the gentleman 
at one of the Xfondon Companies' dinners, who, having 
promised the waiter half-a-crown if he attended to him 
well, found under his chair about half-arKlozen bottles 
of the choicest wines. After lunch, the company dis- 
persed in various directions. Many visited the pubhc 
buildings. The Dominion Parliament House is a very 
fine structure of stone, partly from France. It is 
situated on an eminence overlooking the river Ottawa 
and the country to a great distance. The internal 
arrangements are very good, and there is a library, 
with a considerable collection of books. The bishop 
most courteously took an active ^lart in showing the 
strangers about and explaining the various objects of 
interest. He had had a large share of the credit of 
bringing the British Association to Canada. He was 
going himself to the Eocky Mountains, or th^ 
" Rookies," as they ai'e more familiarly called ; and he 
wished many would take this interesting excursion 
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and Bce the great untouched prairie land that would 

one day he a rich and populous country. The Ottawa 

river is the boundary between the provinces of Quebec 

and Ontario. On the Ontario side is Bituated the 

great lumber town of Hull. The enormous quantity 

of sawn timber stacked in it presents a novel sight 

to the stranger. From the height on which the public 

buildings stand there is a good view of the celebrated 

Chaudi^re Falls. The otherwise beautiful river is here 

spoiled by the heaps of sawdust floating in long trails 

I the surface down fi^om the extensive saw mills. 

1 my mentioning this disfigurement to a gentleman 

f the place, he told me the nuisance had been long 

U,t by the inhabitants. The accumulating dust was 

koMng up the river, and sometimes in winter serious 

^ilosiona are caused by the gases Irom the decom- 

jsing heaps, which break and throw up the ice with 

"b noise like heavy artillery. Parhament had been 

considering the matter, but, as the lumberers had great 

jolitical influence, no steps had been taken to compel 

1 to dispose of their sawdust another way. My 

iformant had no very high idea of the character and 

independence of the members of Parliament. The 

^ying of members had an injurious effect on their 

]arale. Jlauy were of such poor stuff that they 



I 



U6 AMERICA AND BACK. 

could uot earn the dollars allowed any other way. They 
were therefore venal and suhservient. The same 
remark was afterwards often made to me of the 
Congressmen of the United States, of course, I know 
not with what amount of truth. We next proceeded 
to the lumber mills, and, hard by, the Chaudi^re Falls. 
These are of no great height, and are considerably 
diminished in volume by the abstraction of the water 
for the mills. The eaw mills are a wonderful sight ; 
hundreds of saws, both upright and circular, driven by 
water power, were, with a deafening noise, running 
through the massive logs as if they had been cheese. 
Great logs were cut up at once into deals by a number 
of saws running parallel to each other. Men were 
fishing the logs in the river, down which they had 
been floated, and hauling them up to the saws. 
Others were carrying away the deals, piling them up 
in stacks or loading them on waggons for exportation. 
Most of this timber is sent to the United States. 
It appears that one mill company has the exclusive 
privilege of using the wat«r of the river as a motive 
power ; although there was plenty of water to s^iare 
for the other mills they were not permitted to use it, 
but had to employ steam instead A pretty instance 
of monopoly. The waste wood, out sides, &c., are sold 
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for fuel at a very cheap rate, a good cart-load costing 
only about 2s. in English money. The visitors were 
not allowed to see the very large match factory that is 
here, as two years ago it appeared some of the pro- 
cesses had been copied and stolen on the occasion of 
the visit of the American Scientific Association to 
Montreal. When the Canadian provinces were con- 
federated into one dominion, Ottawa was made the 
capital and seat of Grovemment. It was then but a 
small place, remarkable only for the beauty and 
advantage of its situation. On my inquiry of a 
courteous and patriotic official. How it was that so 
unimportant a place had had such an honour conferred 
upon it ? I received as an answer that " It was the 
choice of the Queen." The important cities of Canada 
— Quebec, Montreal, Toronto — had all sued for the 
distinction, but to prevent jealousy it was bestowed 
on Ottawa, whose humility had never permitted her 
to think of it. The honour has not been a barren 
one ; the place is now flourishing, with fine public 
and private buildings, streets, shops, gas, electric light, 
an excellent water supply, and a population of over 
27,000. No wonder that the inhabitants are enthu- 
siastic admirers of " the Queen." Here, as in Canada 
generally, Scotchmen were said to occupy the first 
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rank both in point of character and position. There 
is a considerable resemblance between the physical 
oonditions of Canada and Scotland. The men that 
have battled succeasfully with the poor soi!, watery, 
fickle chmate of Scotland, bringing into the larger 
field of Canada their energy, frugahty, shrewdness, 
and religion, soon make for themselves a foremost 
place and name. In the evening many of onr kind 
entertainers accompanied us to the railway station, 
which we left amid their cordial good wishes, hearty 
cheers, and the enlivening ati-ains of the volunteer 
band. " Auld Lang Syne " and " God save the 
Queen," with their tones of friendship and loyalty, 
gave us a pleasing good-bye. 

In Montreal, the Sabbath is strictly observed by 
the Protestants at least ; the settlers in Canada from 
the old country have brought with them their religion, 
and this, no doubt, is a potent factor in their pros- 
perity. In Montreal, the various denominations of 
Protestants are well represented. I was particularly 
struck by the clusters, of Protestant churches in the 
vicinity of Dominion Square. They are almost as 
close together as the stacks in a farmyard. Ceat 
le quartier dea Eglisee, as Lombard Street or Wall 
Street is of banks. On the occasion of the British 
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iciation's visits, celebrated preachers usually occupy 
fche various pulpits. Great theological guns are often 
brought from a distance and fired off, with various 
report, sometimes in favour and sometioies in defiance 
ot science and its hierophanta. The same custom was 
ibserved in Montreal. Preachers were announced from 
few York, Boston, England, &c. My fortune took me 
o hear an English professor, with an accent of a 
Bountry further North. The sermon was interesting 
and excellent, hut had the fault of being three rolled 
into one. The second obliterating much of the first, 
md the third nearly the whole of the other two, besides 
damaging itself. The delivery of the whole occupied 
exactly one hour and thirteen minutes. On coming 
out I heard a gentleman remark that it was veiy good, 
but would never do for a constancy — a very equivocal 
praise. It ia difficult for a man of talent, who sees a 
subject in all its magnitude and beauty, to stop till he 
has shown it to others, but by continuing too long he 
completely frustrates his purpose. Often here, as else- 
where, the half ia greater than the whole. In the 
afternoon, curiosity took me to the Queen's Hall to 
hear the Kew York apostle of the " Ethical Society " 
hold forth and develop his system that was designed to 
supersede effete religion. The large hall was full of 
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admirers and of those who, like the Athenians of old, 
wished to hear what this Spermologos would say, for he 
seemed, like one of old, to be a setter forth of strange 
gods. And strange gods he did verily set forth, one 
called " Morality," and a higher mystical one named 
" Unity." These together were to renovate society. 
Modem society had got beyond the Old Law and Gospel. 
He had great reverence for the authors of the Decalogue 
and the Sermon on the Mount, but these were no 
longer abreast of the times. The modems stood on the 
shoulders of those who had gone before them, and could 
thus see farther. And yet, to my mind, any particle of 
good that was to be found in the system shadowed 
forth was to be found in much finer setting in the 
decried Sermon on the Mount. It is possible to find 
people everywhere ready to take up with any rubbish 
if proclaimed with sufficient loudness and assurance. I 
pitied the poor souls who were feeling after the truth, 
if haply they might find it, and all the more as I felt 
certain they were on the wrong track. 
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• CHAPTER IX. 

NIAGARA— TORONTO— LAKE ONTARIO. 

My next excursion was to be to Niagara, by way of 
Toronto. When I said to a Canadian doctor that I 
could not think of leaving Canada without seeing 
Niagara, his emphatic reply was, " Lord, no ! " 
That alone might have determined me, if I had been 
wavering. I went by Ottawa again, though by a 
different line — the Canadian Pacific, that had been 
recently opened. We had not proceeded far before our 
engine broke down, and we had to stop in the middle 
of a wood for more than an hour, till another was 
brought up. The distance from Montreal to Toronto 
by this line is said to be 320 miles. As the journey 
was nearly all made in daylight I had a good oppor- 
tunity of seeing more of the Canadian landscape. 
There were the usual features of field and forest, the 
latter in many places predominating and sadly 
maimed by the fires of the lumberers. There was 
also to be seen the usual alternation of water. The 
fields were still studded with stumps and boulders. 
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Stately trees appeared thriving on the barren rock. 
Their roots find out the interstices, and there a hold 
and nourishment. We dined at Carleton Junction' 
twenty-five minutes allowed. In the province of 
Ontario the names of places denote the origin of their 
founders as British — as in Quebec, French — Ilochester, 
Perth, Peterborough, London, Kingston, Hamilton,. 
Tweed. The same system of borrowing names prevails 
also in the United States ; only there the names of 
the whole world, ancient and modem, are laid under 
contribution. " I have often remarked," says Thomaji 
Carlyle, " that the present generation has lost the- 
faculty of giving names. "What talent is speoiallyi 
requisite for giving a name ? A certain geniality 
insight, whereby some real property of the thin^ 
reveals itself. We cannot now give so much aa &. 
nickname." The farms of Ontario also more resemble 
those of Britain. The roads are better, Kouseg 
are scarcely visible anywhere except in hamlets. At 
Peterborough a man came into the car, and told me 
many things about bis neighbourhood. He lived not 
far from what he called the celebrated Stony Lake. 
He was sure I must have beard of that, but I bad not. 
It was renowned for its fish, and anglers came to it 
from far and near. In the forests around were still 
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deer, and wolves and bears, all of which were hunted 
and aflforded excellent sport. The deer when hard 
pressed took to the water of the lakes, where they were 
shot. It was about eleven o'clock when we reached 
Toronto. The 320 miles had taken us more than 
fourteen hours. Slow work, and tiring. I was soon 
in the Queen's Hotel, under the tender care of sleepy 
black waiters, who said it was too late for anything by 
way of refreshment to be had, but we got something 
notwithstanding. After a short night's rest, which 
was much disturbed by a succession of unaccountable 
noises, I rose early, and, after a hasty breakfast, 
jumped into the hotel omnibus for the steamer 
" Chicora." I found her with steam up, ready to pass 
over Lake Ontario to Niagara village, or Lewistown, or 
whatever name it is called. The wharf where the 
steamer lay resembled a seaport. The water extended 
as far as the eye could reach. One might fancy him- 
self on the coast of the sea. The great Canadian lakes 
are like seas. Michigan and Superior are swept by 
fierce storms, are the scenes of frequent shipwrecks in 
consequence ; receive signals of danger from the 
Weather Office in Washington; and, if the Hiber- 
nianism may be allowed, the people on these lakes 
suflfer much from sea-sickness. But this morning 
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there was nothing of the kind. The fair face of 
Ontario was without a wrinkle, and the morning enn 
made it shine like a sea of molten silver. Punctually 
at the hour advertised the " Chicora " starts with her 
freight of pleasure-seekers for the Falls of Niagara, 
and other places on the Niagara river. A delightful 
run of three hours, enlivened by the constant badinage 
of three chai'ming young ladies, brought me to the 
Niagara village, where the river, not yet quite 
recovered irom its mad leap at the Falls, enters the 
lake with a current that is sensibly visible. On laud- 
ing I observed the whole wooden quay was covered 
with baskets of the most beautiful fruits — ^peaches, 
plams, grapes, pears, apples— covered with a red gauze 
against the flies and wasps ; also large hampers of 
toniatoes, at seven pence-halfpenny a peck. While 
admiring this collection of summer fruits, ready to be 
shipped to Toronto, I asked a man who stood near 
where this fine fruit came from — from the south as I 
supposed. He looked at me with surprise, and said, 
with marked emphasis, " All the fruit you see comes 
from a few miles around where you stand. Niagara 
IB one «ff the finest fruit-growing countries in 
America. It is the garden of Canada." After- 
wards I had a further proof of the truth of this 



NIAGARA— TOROyXO^T.AKE OSTARIO. 



a ide 



^statement by seeing the gardens and orchards. 
The Niagara country, a rich, deep alluvial a oil, 
produces fruits of all sorts iu perfection. This fruit 
is sent to the large towns in the Dominion and else- 
where. While waiting for the train I walked by the 
aide of the lake and watched men discharging a boat- 
t of fish, which they called " lake herrings." From 
.B Tillage to the Falls is fourteen miles. The train 
at length comes, and after a further delay takes us 
through a flat country first to Clifton station, a very 
pleasant-looking place with fine shady drives, but 
passengers for the Falls are told to sit still. In a few 
minutes more we are at the Falls. Before the train 
stops, heads are out of the windows. A sight is caught 
of the American Fall as a wall of moving snow or 
alabaster, shaded by a canopy of silver spray. At first 
it seems a pretty harmless sight, to be viewed without 
wonder or awe. On getting out of the train the ear 
is assailed as well as the eye. There is a distant, 
continuous, solemn roar — the voice of many waters. 
A strange fascination seizes the mind. We are at 
once drawn nearer and nearer, descend the incline to 
the edge of the water, still eddying and boiling from 
its terrible fall, and at a loss, as it were, which way now 
take. A gentle wind from the American side wafts the 
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spray as a fine-dropped rain upon us where we stand. 
At the ferry we find a man — not an Americanj not an 
Englishman, but, aa he says with pride, a Canadian, a 
native of the Indian country. To a question, if it was 
Bafe to go across the rushing tide in his little boat ? 
be says, Yes, be has gone over it hundreds of times, 
but does not care whether we go or not ; it is nothing 
to him, we may please ourselves; be was only a 
servant at 10^ dollars a week, and had to board 
himself. However, the attraction and spell still 
growing (all really great things do grow on one), we 
decide to cross with this somewhat surly Canadian 
Charon. We enter his boat ; he seizes the oars, and, 
keeping near the side where the water is stillest, he 
pulls well up in the direction of the Fall. In mid- . 
stream, where the current is strongest, the spray is 
falling more thickly than is pleasant, and a fellow- 
passenger puts up his umbrella in defence, but that 
catching the wind acts as an impeding sail, increasing 
the difficulty of the boatman, who requests the 
gentleman to put his umbrella down. After pulling 
vigorously against a very strong current for some time, 
he suddenly shifts his course and lets the current 
carry him down towards the landing-place, using his 
oars to steer. I asked him if wet weather made any 
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diEFerence in the volume of water over the Falls. He 
smiled) as if pitjing my ignorance, and aaid, " No, 
it ia always the same." My very stupid question 
evidently brought to his recollection another which he 
said had heen asked him lately, atid he could hardly 
repeat it to us for laughing — " Did he think that that 
rock that reared its head above the surging waters had 
been brought there by ice ? " On the American side 
the ascent from the water's edge to the cliff above is 
made by what is called the " Inclined Plane " Eailway, 
at an apparent angle of 30 or 40 degrees. It is a 
double line, and there is a notice at the bottom to 
ring the bell when anyone wishes to go up and a train 
will be sent down for him. Having followed this 
direction I soon saw a train descending in response, 
and into it a companion and I entered and were soon 
drawn up by the stationary engine at the top. During 
the ascent we sat with our backs to the engine and 
our faces towards the river, by which arrangement we 
had a good view of the peritons-looking position in 
which we were placed. My companion asked what would 
become of us if the chain that drew ns should happen to 
break ? Our lives appeared to be suspended on a wire 
rope of half-an-inch or so in diameter ; but -there is 
■■often a much smaller distance than that between life 
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and death. We reached the top in safety, and were 
once more on Eepnbhcan ground — the United States. 
We raade at once for Pr08[]ect Point, close to the head 
of the American Fall. At the very edge of the cliff, 
over which the water rushes, there is only a low wall 
between the spectator and the headlong flood. One 
could touch the water before it takes its fearfiil 
plunge. From this point the spectacle is impressive 
in the extreme. The water is seen to hurry down, as 
an immense mass of dai^k greenish molten glass, with 
a force that gives the awful feeling of irresistibility. 
A moment afterwards the green, glassy, solid mass 
becomes like powdery snow, and falls with a sound, 
not indeed of celestial, but of subterranean thunder. 
He must be a dull prosaic man who remains insensible 
to such an entrancing scene. A strange feehng came 
over me to linger there. Again and again I started to 
go away, and went back, I knew not why. And when 
I finally got away I involuntarily turned round, time 
after time, to have another look. While standing on 
this poinf^ the sun was shining brightly, and formed 
with the spray a splendid rainbow, with the fainter 
secondary one at a distance as if its shadow. This 
heighteoed the magnificence and magic of the scene. 
The river, before it reaches the Falls, is itself an 
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^^B iDteresting sight as it pours along in its uneven rocky 
^^m bed. Across it is a bridge which leads to Goat 
^H Island, also a favourite point for viewing the Falls. 
^* Many persona Lave heen carried over the Falls. The 
following cases are given on the authority of the 
superintendent at these Falls. This gentleman had 

I known ahout fifty cases of loss of life in this way. 
One was that of two young Germans who had been 
boating in the river above, and had been warned of 
the danger of approaching too near. But in vain. 
They kept on the nest day venturing nearer and 
nearer, and were at last upaet. One of them was 
hurled over the Falls at once, and nothing more was 
^^^ever heard of him ; tbs other was stopped by a rock, 
^^HUo which he clung for more than a day and a night. 
The roar was too great for him to bear anything that 
was said from the bank, but information was given to 

I him, in large letters, that relief would be sent him if 
%.e held on. But how that succour could be rendered 
■iraa the question. News of his perilous situation 
^read far and wide, and thousands of persons hastened 
!b) tbe spot. It was seen by the glass that the water 
had actually carried away his trouserp. At last a raft 
was made and let down the river to him by ropes. It 
leached him. He let go his hold of the rock, but 
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missed the raft — bis bands apparently too numb or his 
strength too much exhausted, or perhaps too nervous. 
He waa immediately after precipitated over the Falls. 
Another case was that of a woman and child who 
jumped into the water with the baby in her arms. She 
was caught by a man who seized her dress and dragged 
her out, still clasping the child. But, instead of feeling 
thankful for her deliverance, she said she would do it 
again as soon as she had the chance. She was therefore 
shut up, and refused for a long time to give any account 
of herself. At length it was discovered that she was the 
wife of a certain Congressman, and had been driven to 
the attempted suicide by jealousy. A third case was 
that of a man bent on suicide, but who, when he 
found himself in the water, cried out for help. He 
was rescued, but, once in safety, said that though his 
heart had failed him that time he would tiy it again. 

In the neighbourhood of the American Fall are 
pleasant wallis, and a considerable town called, accord- 
ing to the American custom, a city — Niagara Falls City. 
This term city is the favourite word in the country 
where everybody ia a citizen — every collection of houses 
of any considerable extent is a city. Our common 
word town aeema not to be used at all. There is 
nothing but viUagea, villes, or cities. In walking 
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roinid this city, stored with the wares usually found in 
[places of resort where visitors abound, I observed for 
Bale, in an Indian bazaar, weapons and clubs, and the 
real scalp of an Indian, duly labelled, and consisting of 
a triangular piece of skin with the coal-black hair quite 
foot long still attached ; and not far off I saw, sitting 
,at their work of sewing or knitting, some old Indian 
jiromen and one young one, whose scalps may also one 
iday become a saleable ornament of these stores, I re- 
turned to the Canadian side by the suspension, or rather 
Cantilever, bridge, as even the cabman had learned to 
call it, a very interesting stnictiure, from which an excel- 
lent view is obtained both of the American and of the 
or Horse-Shoe Fall. The view, either from 
point or from the balcony of the Clifton Hotel, is 
■Inagnificent ; the water, descending in long white 
■GolnmnB, looking " soft as carded wool," and the spray 
rising almost as high as the fall, form a picture that 
excites pleasioie and admiration; but at Prospect Point 
are the elements of the snblime — the sight of danger 
'imd the feehng of security. Once more on the 
"Canadian side, I walked towards the Horse-Shoe Fall, 
attacked on all sides by the "hackmen" enticing me to 
go with them and see no end of fine things, among which 
the " Burning Spring " seemed to hold the chief place. 
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Throughout America these " hackraen " have the repu- 
tation of being the most extortionate of their race, and 
everywhere that race is noted for its propensity to cheat. 
While still on board the " Arizona " I was warned 
against these fellows, and it had been again and again 
predicted that if I went to Niagara I should be fleeced 
by them in spite of myself. One gentleman told me 
that he, with his mother and sister, had hired one of 
them a day or two before, with the prospect of having 
to pay about a dollar for the drive, but they had been 
allured from place to place till at last the fare amounted 
to thirty-six shillings English. Being well forewarned 
I resolutely falsified all sinister predictions, and I 
believe I have the somewhat singular merit of having 
visited and spent some time at Niagara without having 
been cheated by its bad-famed coachmen. I declined 
all their solicitations, and that was a sort of achieve. 
ment. Their wiles and dodges are innumerable. Im- 
m,ediately on my arrival at the station I was accosted 
by two or three of these gentlemen. One gave me to 
understand that my visit had been expected — it was 
flattering to my pride to hear I was of bo much impor- 
tance — he had been commissioned to look out for me 
by three gentlemen from Yorkshire, and to take me 
the same delightful round he had taken them. 
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From the Falls I went along a pleasant road by the 
I flide of the rapid-running Niagara river to the rail- 
f way bridge. Geologically considered, this river from 
' the Falls is very interesting. The water of the Niagara 
I river, between Lake Erie and the Falls, is in some 
[ places spread out to a breadth of three miles. When 
i once over the Falls it is contracted into a narrow 
I S°^S^i ^ °°^ place not more than 200 yards in width 
r from cliff to cliff. This deep gorge, for a distance of 
[" seven miles, has been hewn out of the solid rock by 
[ the slow bot ceaseless action of the water in past ages, 
and the torrent is still continuing the work of excava- 
f tion. This process of water wearing away the stone 
[ will eventually eat away the rock back to Lake Erie. 
■ The perpendicular height of the Falls is 165 feet. 
p The depth of Lake Erie, as stated by an American 

legist in Section C, at Montreal, is nowhere beyond 
k 84 feet. If, therefore, the process of scooping out 
r should cottinue till the gorge reaches I^ake Erie, six- 
I teen miles distant, that lake would be completely 
ijrained, even if the chasm, when it reaches the lake, 
Vfthould be only half of its present depth at the Falls. 
[■ Anthorities differ as to the rate at which the water is 
' eating away the rock. Some put it as high as a yard 
r.a year, while Lyell estimates it at a foot. Even at the 
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quicker of these rates, the Niagara will have to keep 
roaring and pounding away for 28,160 years before it 
haa drained Lake Erie and destroyed the abipping 
trade of Buffalo and Cleveland. 

At the railway bridge, over the chasm, connecting 
the United States and Canada, the water begins to 
ruab down with increased speed, getting more and 
more furious as it descends, fretting and fuming, and 
every now and then suddenly starting up as if in pain 
or fear that its course may be blocked up entirely. 
On reaching the worst place, or whirlpool, I said to 
some bystanders, " That is where Captain Webb lost his 
life." " No — committed suicide," instantly rejoined a 
young priest, as the more correct espression. 

I determined to return from Niagara Falls Station 
to Toronto by way of Hamilton, at the head of Lake 
Ontario, and had another view of the Niagara pen- 
insula. Here were the best land and the best fanning 
I saw anywhere in Canada. Here also I obatrved, what 
is singular in America though so common at home, 
the process of manuring and draining of land. The 
face of the country was smoother, the stamps having 
been nearly all removed. At Toronto the Union 
Station is common to the Grand Trunk and the 
Canadian Pacific railways. Here I hoped to get a 
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. berth in the Pullman sleeping cars, but the whole five 

I available cars were out, and every berth already 

aecured, mostly by telegraph, and some, as I after- 

i wards learned, by speculators who sold them at a 

, premium. There was no help for it ; I must get what 

rest I could for the next fifteen hours in the ordinary 

seats. Onee_j while getting a few minutes sleep, I was 

awaked by the guard tickhng my bootless soles in the 

\ manner of the chloroformists, in order that he might 

chip my ticket, I wished him in Jamaica. Punctu- 

' ality seems no great merit of this line. We were 

timed to reach Ottawa at 4.57 a.m. and reached it at 

6.50, and Montreal at 8.30 and reached it at 11.15. 

The blame was laid on an excursion train in front of 

ns, and probably with justice, for at the station where 

we were to take breakfast we found all provisions just 

about consumed. I could not get so much as a cup 

of tea, and I had the pleasure of subsisting from 4.30 

in the afternoon till noon next day on one had orange 

and two Canadian apples. On this journey I was 

struck by the solitariness of the country. In the 

field scarcely a man or beast was seen, or bird in the 

forest. The country is waiting for inhabitants. Now 

and then I saw a man followed by the Scotch coUie. 

This most sagacious and useful of all the canine race 
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has got a footing in Canada. I liked to see his meek 
and humble face, and the inteUigence that shines from 
his big grey ejea. Sheep did not seem as numerous 
as cows. The horse is abundant in the inhabited 
places — a light, active, clean-boned animal. All these 
animals accompany man in his migrations, and, while 
ministering to his comfort and support, are no mean 
auxiliaries in his battle with rade nature. In many 
of the fields I observed the water was drawn from the 
wells, not by pumpa, but by " swipes," a contrivance 
mentioned by Herodotus. In the carriage was a 
railway contractor, who was returning from the Rocky 
Mountains, where he had been "railroading," as he 
termed it. He had finished his section, and had done 
well with it ; used a good deal of dynamite in blasting 
— dynamite not dangerous if carefully handled. He 
changed the man that had the charge of it every 
month, as men were careful at first but grew careless 
by use. On the whole he preferred powder. It was 
wonderful how nicely powder, if skilfully gauged, 
could just crack and loosen the rock without shattering 
and scattering it all about. Dynamite shattered and 
burnt the rock. This man was returning, with his 
wife and little children, to New Brunswick, and had 
already been travelling night and day for five days, 
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and it would still be two days more before lie readied 
his home. The long cars are certainly best for these 
long journeys, for when the children grew tired sitting 
or lying, they got up, ran about, and played in the 
carriage. 
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CHAPTER X. 



PHILADELPHIA. 

At the concluding meeting of the British Associa- 
tion, the McGill University conferred its degree of 
LL.D. on a number of eminent members, and a long 
aeries of pleasant and genial speeches followed. The 
meeting was felt and declared by one and all to have 
been a most successful and interesting one. And now 
that the business is over, all think of taking leave of 
their kind entertainers. Some in one direction and 
some in another. But there are two grand divisions — 
one towards the west to the Kocky Mountains, the 
other southward to Philadelphia, where the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science was about 
to commence its sittings. Before leaving England I 
had accepted the invitation of this Association, and 80 
prepared to go to the city of William Penn to see 
something of the United States and their foremost men. 
We who were going south were promised a special 
train that would take ua all the way to Philadelphia 
without change of carriage. I had some days before 
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purcliased my ticket at the Windsor Hotel. In the 
custom of selling tickets before the time of starting, 
and at other places besides the railway statipns, the 
Americans have a decided superiority over the EngUsh. 
Instead of being obliged to elbow your way through 
an eager crowd and get out your money, even with 
the notice of " Beware of Pickpockets " staring you in 
the face, not to speak of the danger of running away 
without your ticket or change, how much better 
is it to go to some office or shop beforehand, at 
your convenience, and buy your ticket as you do 
your travelhng-rug or umbrella? MTiat matters it 
where you have bought your ticket, if you have the 
I right one? At most only a slight commission to the 
aeller. But that is just the obstacle. Dividends 
might suffer. Our train was to start at 8.0 o'clock, 
but it was 8.30 before the conductor uttered the usual 
cry, "All aboard, all aboard-" In the seat behind me 
sat a Presbyterian clergyman from Philadelphia, and 
his brother from Indiana. They had been at our 
meeting at Montreal, as also many of the most 
eminent scientific men of the United States. It was 
felt that there was something very nice and neigh- 
bourly in this interchange of civilities and intercourse. 
With these gentlemen I naturally entered into con- 



veraation. I found tbey belonged to the Cameronian 
branch of Scotch Presbyteriana, that race of noble 
men whose fidelity to conscience had bid defiance to 
all the fire and sword of persecuting bigots. "While , 
slavery existed as an institution in the United States, 
they had never sanctioned it even by admitting into 
their communion any possessor of slaves. They had 
always held that man had no right to buy and sell 
his fellow-man, and they had lived to see their views 
on this subject become the law of the land. They 
had been active shareholders in the "Underground 
Eailway," that association formed to assist runaway 
slaves to escape to Canada. These friends would 
sometimes conceal in their houses runaway slaves for 
days, or disguise them and send them away by night by 
byeways to other known friends. In this way many were 
safely conducted to a true land of liberty, from which 
they could not be delivered up to their brutal masters. 
But if they were caught, even in the uon-slaveholding 
States, they had to be restored, and then were 
punished with torture, and even killed, as a warning 
to others. The ministers of religion were often the 
stoutest defenders of the slavery system, and justified 
it from Scripture. To what iniquities has not the 
sanction of Scripture been invoked ? One example of 
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I dexterous exposition in this rlirectioa was given. A 
■clergyman in the South — the denomination was not 
■ Jnentioued — chose for his text this verse of St. Paul's 
fcEpistla to the Corinthians : " Art thou called being a 
■servant ? care uot for it ; but if thou mayest be made 
free, use it rather," The it, said the learned divine, was 
mot in the original, and had been put in by the trans- 
lators, but the scope of the passage clearly showed 
Bthat this it referred to slavery! Albert Barnes, the 
I commentator, was at first an abettor of slave-holding, 
from a mistaken view of Scripture teaching. A poor 
fugitive slave once applied to him for help to effect 
] hia escape, but he refused, and advised him to go back 

I to his master as Oneslmus bad done. But the slave 
ootdd not see it in that light. Barnes aftervrards 
became a strong abolitionist, and used to say that he 
ever after bitterly repented hia denial of succour to 
that poor hunted slave. 
These gentlemen were not at all satisfied with the 
appearance of the Indian corn that we saw growing in 
the State of New York. Further south it does better, 
and sometimes grows to the height of a dozen feet or 
more. In Alabama it is said aometimea to attain to 
the height of aiiteen feet. A gentleman was boasting 
B crop of this grain, and said when walking 
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among it ho could not reach the top with his hands. 
Another gentleman, hearing him, said he had a still 
more wonderful crop, for he could not reach the top 
when riding through it ou horseback— because it 
J short. Our train stopped for a abort time at 
Saratoga for lunch, but, as the chief of the station 
commissariat had not eiijeeted such a train of hungry 
travellers, the supply both of refreshments and atten- 
dants was amusingly short. Many could get nothing 
unless they helped themselves, and with difficulty 
even then. I saw sundry learned professors, from 
celebrated British universities, resolutely struggling 
to supply their wants right behind the counter among 
bewildered serving-men and maids. "We were all 
commanded to get "aboard" again long before the 
inward man had been satisfied, but two enterprising 
youths, who had heard of the unexpected demand, 
jumped into the train just as it was moving off with a 
large hamper of saudwichea, fruits, &c., and drove a 
lucrative trade. Our conductor said he had to leave 
us at Schenectady, This town is on the Mohawk, a 
tributary of the Hudson, but its name, like many 
others, was not particularly instructive to the stranger 
who heard it for the first time. When it was 
3ed that we should proceed to Philadelphia 
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I without change of carriage, many Jlontreal friends 
I maiatained that that was impossible, as we Bhould 
[ liare to cross the ferry at New York. On the way, 
I lowever, we found we were not going by New York, 
tut were to turn off at Troy and go by the Hudson 
. West Shore line to Jersey City. At Kingston another 
[ halt was made for dinner, and I heard no more of 
L' hunger. The full moon in the east rendered the 
[ Hudson very beautiful aa we ran down the west ehore 
i&t nightfall, and the grand wavy contour of the 
f mountains, relieved against the clear sky, added to 
[ the magnificence of the scene. It was now nearly 
I 8.0 p.m., and we had been running nearly all day 
I through the State of New York. This State contains 
I upwards of 50,000 square miles, and is thus about as 
I large as the forty counties of England. 

At length we got into the State of New Jersey. 
At Jersey City, opposite New York, it was announced 
that we must change carriages after all. We found 
the Philadelphia train drawn up in another part of 
the station. We were soon all "aboard," and here 
began a severe ordeal, which lasted without inter- 
mission for seven days and nights. The day had been 
hot all along, but, as each seat in the carriage had a 
window, there was while the train was in motion a 
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, current of air. But this PMladelphia train 
standing in the station gave us a stifling sensation the 
moment we .entered, and for some reason or other did 
not start for an hour afterwai-ds. Meanwhile all were 
tired, perspiring, and panting. The start came at 
length and improved matters a httle. The journey is 
along a level plain, imder a bright moon. On the 
way we receive from a deputation fixjm the Phila- 
delphia Committee lists of excursions prepared for our 
choice, and other information most patiently and 
kindly given. We reached Philadelphia at one o'clock 
in the morning, after a ride of seventeen hours. An 
omnibus takes some of tia from the Broad Street station 
to the Hotel Lafayette in a couple of minutes, and 
charges each passenger a quarter dollar. 

In a few moments after arrival I was in bed, but, 
though in need of sleep, slept none. The room was 
too like a baker's oven for that, besides there was the 
continuous vibration and rumble of a. steam engine 
somewhere at work, A hot bath in the adjoining 
bath-room afforded me in the morning some refresh- 
ment. The porter brought up my luggage, and said 
he did not know what to do, there never had been so 
much in the house. In the dining-room I was asked 
which I intended going upon — the European or 
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American plan. By the American plan is meant the 
visitor pays so much a day for lodging, board, and 
attendance, all included. Under this plan he may eat 
what and as often as he likes, according to the bill of 
fare. By the European plan the visitor pays so much 
for his lodging and attendance, and eats cb la carte. 
Wishing to do in Some as Eomans do, I always went 
on the American plan. This is the most convenient, 
and, unless one has often to be absent or dine out, the 
most economical. As soon as I sat down to breakfast 
there came to the same table a fellow-member, looking 
worn and miserable and full of the disagreeablenesses 
of his wanderings. Since in America he had been 
delayed here, got bad accommodation there, no berth 
at all somewhere else ; had left friends behind dead, 
or at least dying. All these bad things but the 
prodnct of yesterday's seventeen hours' hot ride. The 
state of our bodies affects all our surroundingf. 
Everything looks yellow to the jaundiced eye. I 
met this same gentleman afterwards, when rested, 
and found his remarks and recollections were all of 
the pleasures of our lot. 

I found Philadelphia a very interesting city. The 
celebrated Quaker, William Penn, Governor of Wew 
Jersey, planned it in 1681. The land was purchased 
10 
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from the Indians, as much as a man could walk round 
in one day. The spot where the treaty was niade 
was marked for many years by a fine elm tree, under 
whose shade the Indians and Penn met. This tree is 
said to have been blown down in 1810, and now a 
hnmhle memorial, like an " overgrown milestone," 
denotes the place. This treaty is said to have been 
the only one never ratified by an oath, and the only 
one never broken. The city was incorporated in 1701, 
and chartered in 1789. With the exception of New 
York, it is the most populous city in America, con- 
taining at present nearly a million souls. It is 
situated on the strip of land between the Delaware 
and Schuylkill rivers, in a country that is generally 
flat. The chief streets cut one another at right 
angles, those running east and west have the names of 
trees, snch as Chestnut, Walnut, Locust, Pine, &c., 
said to have been given by Penn himself; and those 
running north and south, numbers — No. 1, or Front 
Street, beginning at the Delaware. This intersection 
of streets divides the town into squares or blocks as 
they are called. A stranger is told such a place is so 
many blocks distant. The Philadelphians pride them- 
selves on this arrangement of their streets, and say it 
is easy to find any place in the city. No doubt that is 
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^Vbo when it lias been learned — what thing is not? I 
had, however, to become ac|uainted with the place 
just as with every other, by actual practice. A fellow- 
traveller once showed me the card that he had 
received of a gentleman as the designation of his 
residence. It bore the number 6331 of X Street. 
He was under the impression that that must be a 
gigantic street, containing at least between six and 
seven thousand houses. It simply meant, as was 
explained to me, house No. 31 of block 63. The 
blocks ought to contain 100 houses each, but as a 
matter of fact they seldom or never do. The site of 
Philadelphia is said to be 100 square miles; but of 

»iat apace only about one-half is yet covered with 
oildings, though the place is rapidly increasing to the 
north and west. Broad Street is said to be fifteen 
miles long, as also some of the streets that intersect 
It does not accord with my plan to give an 
account of the architectural ornaments of this or any 
other city, but I cannot refrain from saying a word 
rout the City Hall now in course of erection. This 
ig, exclusive of the court yard, which is 200 
Tfeet square, covers 4^ acres. The work began in 1871, 
It was to be completed in tea years at an estimated 
I cost of 10,000,000 dollars. They have been working 
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at it now for 13 years, and it will take probably nearly 
as many more before it is finished. The cost already 
has been 20,000,000 dollars. The tower is to be bot- 
monnted by a statue of William Penn, 20 feet high, 
and the entire altitnde, including the statue, will be 
535 feet — fondly hoped to he the highest tower in the 
world. This gorgeous building is to he the seat of the 
various law courts and municipal snthoritieB. It has 
been built partly of white American granite and 
partly of white American marble, and chiefly by 
English gold. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION— PENNSFLVANIAN 
COALFIELDS. 

'JThe meetings of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science began on the 4th of Sep- 
tember, and concluded on the 1 1th. The Academy of 
Music, in Broad Street, was its headquarters ; there 
and at the Horticultural Hall close by were found the 
various publications, and clerks for the registration of 
members, for travelling, inquiries; likewise post, tele- 
graph, and telephone offices. Most of the clerks were 
■women. In the United States generally, women are 
much employed as clerks, and especially as tele- 
graphists. They are said to be more expert both at 
learning and manipulation than men. As soon as I 
got to the offices of the secretaries, I found the first 
thing necessary was to produce my credentials and 
register as a participating guest of the Association. 
Aa soon as this was done, I was shown into another 
room where young ladies were stationed to supply 
badges to denote membership. These badges con- 
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elated of a metal plate with various scientific devices 
and monogram Tritii 1884 at top and Philadelphia at 
bottom. To this plate was attached a scarlet ribbon 
to denote American members, and the same scarlet 
with a shorter piece of purple above it to mark the 
Britishers. On the ribbon was also stamped each 
member's number. With such marks of distinction 
fastened on the left breast, the members went every- 
where about for the next seven days as marked men 
and women — " scientists," as the Americans delighted 
to call them. To my mind there was something too 
demonstrative in these distinctions, too much like cer- 
tain little red ornaments seen in buttonholes in Paris, 
and little blue ones in England. But America being 
young, like young people in general, appears to have 
a predilection for such outward adomings ; and in this 
instance it must be confessed that they were attended 
by this convenience, that they gained for the wearer 
ready admission everywhere without giving him the 
trouble of declaring himself or showing his card. 

The American Association is modelled very much 
after the example of the British. The sections are 
nine— A, Mathematics ; B, Physics ; C, Chemistry 
D, Mechanical Science ; E, Geology ; F, Biology 
Gr, Histology and Microscopy; H, Anthropology 
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I, Economic Science. The subjects took a wide range, 
and much entlmaiasm and ability were shown in the 
treatment of many of them. The citizens of Phila- 
delphia vied with each other to make the meeting 
Buccessful, and in their most generous and kind atten- 
tion and hospitality. The Philadelphians enjoy a high 
reputation throughout the States; and, according to 
my experience, they act to strangers in the spirit 
becoming the noble name of their city. This, with 
the great number of able m.en gathered together and 
the variety and excellence of their papers, would have 
rendered the Philadelphian meeting one of the most 
enjoyable scientific re-unions ever held had it not been 
for the extreme heat that reigned during the whole 
week the Association was in session, A maximum of 
96 degrees in the shade was not favourable to exertion 
either of body or mind. To live and breathe was about 
as much as most felt inclined or able to do. The 
energies of the majority were sufficiently taxed by 
their endeavours to get an endurable coolness by the 
application of iced water within and a fan-made current 
of air without. Such a spell of hot weather had not 
visited Philadelphia for twenty-seven years, and the 
Americans were as much affected by it as the strangers. 
During my walks through the city I was painfully 
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struck by the worn and exhausted look of the people ; 
the men and women showed a paleness of death, and 
the poor babies, escept the shining negro ones, seemed 
like dolls of white was, or Parian marble. Numerous 
cases of sunstroke occurred, and some immediately 
fatal. 

As it was not my intention to use guide books, for 
fear of encumbering my mind with more than I could 
well carry, so I equally avoided newspapers, partly for 
the same reason and partly for want of time. The few 
times I looked at the American papers, I was not 
impressed by their excellence. I think the English 
newsiiaper-press is the first in the world, with no good 
second. On the day of my arrival in Philadelphia I 
happened to look for a moment at a newspaper, and 
was amused at the expectation that the arrival of the 
British visitors aroused. Slany inquiries, it was said, 
had been made as to the time of arrival of the 
foreigners ; further on, sundry persons of unmistak- 
ably British appearance were seen perambulating the 
streets. An important element of this British appear- 
ance was, no doubt, the robust rosy hue of face, so 
notably wanting among the native population. The cut 
of their coats, and especially of their hair, would be 
another. The fashion — I suppose Eepublican, almost 



universal — is the same aa' prevailed among Caesar'a 
Britons, " Omni parte corporia rasa praeter caput et 
labrum auperms." The niouatache and thin shaven 
lantern jawa distinguish at once the American from 
the British foreigner. This word foreigner is a 
favourite. The story is told of a scholar who, being 
asked by his teacher who was the first man, answered, 
*' Washington," When the master told him he was 
wrong, and that the first man was Adam, he said he 
did not think he meant foreigners. 

In the sections of the American Association women 
took a much more active part than they do in the 
British. The question of women's rights is being 
worked out in a much more thorough manner in 
America than with us. The women are everywhere 
Mming to the front— in the industrial, educational, 
t and medical line. Among the numerous invitations I 
received to visit pubUc institutions was one to the 
Women's Medical College. This I fully intended to 
do, but was prevented by another engagement. An 
Irish friend of mine, however, was more fortunate, be- 
cause more detennined to see the ladies. He found 
the college possessed of all the accommodation, and 
equipped with all the appliances, of a high class 
medical school. " And," said he, " I was so much cap- 
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tivated with the lady doctors that I was nearly falling 
in love with two or three of them, and would surelj 
have done so if I had stayed much longer." In the 
elementary schools nioe-tentha of the teachers are 
women, and in ofBces and shops, as clerks and 
assistants, they are rapidly superseding the men. So 
much so that a lady said to me she believed the poor 
men would ere long be obliged to become domestic 
servants, as these menial offices the women had now 
all but abandoned. " It will end," said a despairing old 
bachelor, " by women managing pubho affairs and 
becoming Congressmen." 

The President of the American, unlike his brother 
of the British Association who reads his address on 
entering office, gives hia immediately before retiring 
from it. He resigned his place to his successor on the 
second evening of the meeting, when the invited 
guests had nearly all arrived. As a compliment to a 
foreigner, I had received an invitation to occupy a seat 
on the platform near the president. On asking a 
policeman by what door I could reach that place of 
distinction I was politely informed. But after he had 
left me a few steps he hastened up to me again and 
said, " Excuse me, sir " — the Philadelpliiana often use 
the word, sir, in their addresses, unlike the blunter 
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New Yorkers — "you have got your badge on the 
wrong Bide, it is always worn on the left." So saying 
he transferred this distinction from my right breaat, on 
which I had carelessly placed it, to ita proper side and 
then dismissed me tout-iv-fait en rigle. I could not 
but admire the delicacy here shown in this trifle. He 
.did not wish the stranger to appear odd, and I honour 
him for his disinterested motive. The police of 
Philadelphia are a fine lot of men, well paid and fully 
trusted by the inhabitants. The police of New Tork 
do not enjoy so good a reputation. Some of them are 
suspected of acting in connivance or complicity with 
the criminal classes. In both cities the police are a 
well-developed body of men. In Chestnut Street 
I had daily occasion of observing the tall, stalwart 
forms of these guardians of the peace. While waiting 
for a car, at the comer of Fifth Street, I asked one of 
them where the corporation found such a fine set of 
men. He raised himself up, as if feeling the com- 
pbment, and said, From all parts. The authorities 
liked to get men of at least 6 feet. He himself was 
getting old, but had been 6 ft. IJ in.; some of his 
fellows were 6 ft. 2 in., 6 ft. 3 in., and one 6 ft. i\ in. ; 
the shorter men were put on the districts — the less 
important streets. There is certainly an advantage in 



having such powerful men as a terror to evil-doers. 
They would contrast strongly with the police of 
liOndoD, whose age, stature, and physique seem 
constantly diminishing, The American police cany 
revolvers. 1 was told of a New York policeman who 
had come out without hia revolver, and, seeing a street 
mile, had asked a bystander for the loan of hia. The 
revolver was lent, the row quelled; the lender was 
informed against by the said policeman and fined 
eight dollars for the illegal carrying of arms, the 
policeman getting half of the fine as informer. There 
is Bomething paiticularly demoralising in a people 
habitually breaking an existing law. By American 
law the carrying of a revolver ia an offence, yet it is 
well known that nearly every man carries one, and 
often makes a very bad use of it. The women also are 
not quite ignorant of the use of that weapon. I 
sometimes wonder if the invention of gunpowder, 
dynamite, and revolvera has been on the whole a 
benefit to the human race. 

The retiring president dehvered his address in the 
Academy of Music, a fine building ivith double 
galleries extending round three sides of it. Notwith- 
standing the great heat, every seat in these galleries 
seemed to be occupied, and the serried rows rising one 
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above tiie other presented n curioaa apectacle to an 
unaccustomed eye. Every occupant of either sex was 
,'iQg a fan. This gave the idea of a still 
■ crowd^ — a crowd of gigantic butterflies on the 
wing. The fan seems indispensable. It was one of 
the articles sold in the trains. On another occasion 
I went to the same hall, fanless of course, but no 
sooner did I sit down than a gentleman, a perfect 
stranger, pitying my destitution, handed me, not 
indeed his own fan, but a copy of Science to answer 
the] same purpose. Though fully conscious that 
fanning is a feminine, if not an effeminate, exercise, 
I soon caught the infection and waved my SaieTice 
as vigorously as my neighbours. On the conclnsion 
of the address there was a sudden descent irom the 
galleries to the floor, where the citizens of Philadelphia 
gave the strangers a reception. Introductions and 
conversations ended, the company repaired to an 
adjoining room where ample refreshments were 
prepared, but alcoholic liquors in no shape. The 
entire absence of all intoxicating drinks was a 
noticeable and pleasing feature of all public enter- 
tainments. Though the band, after refection, played 
dance music and several young couples were walldng 
about arm-in-arm, as if wistfully desiring a dance, no 
one had the courage to begin. 
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Saturday, as in the case of the British Association, 
was devoted to short excursions, as they in American 
parlance were called, though the one which I chose — to 
the Pennsylvanian Coalfields— was ISSJ miles out, but 
that is, of course, a short distance in America. There 
were other excursions to Long Branch and Atlantic 
City. On our way to the coalfields we skirted, for some 
distance, the Schuylkill (Skulkill), a slow-running 
shallow river, much polluted by mineral water and 
other causes, and yet it is from this river that the 
Philadelphia water supply is drawn. On a subsequent 
occasion I visited both pumping stations of the Phila- 
delphia Waterworks, and was much struck by the dirty 
looking water raised into the reservoir to supply the 
city. The people aeem to be, in some measure, awake 
to the nature of their present supply, and several 
schemes are under consideration to bring pure wat-er 
from a distance. Below the iot.iiie of the waterworks 
the sewage of this great city is thrown into the Schuyl- 
kill bodily. The soil along the river-side was of a 
reddish colour, and looked very fertile and well culti- 
vated. I was told much of the land of Pennsylvania 
was the finest in America. There were luxuriant crops 
of maize and rich pastures, with large herds of milk 
cows. The country was very pleasant to look at. An 
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old gentleman from Albany eat in the seat before me 
and complained that he had started on an vinknowrk 
journey without maps or guide books ; but, as we pro- 
gressed, our kind friends, walking through the train, 
put one piece of information in our hands after an- 
other till we were well furnished with maps, charts, 
and interesting information. After scouring the plain 
for a considerable time, we began to ascend, and 
after a run of 92 miles we reached Mount Carbon, 
603 , feet above sea-level. A mile more brought 
U9 to Palo Alto, 25 feet higher, where our train 
was divided, and heavier engines were put on each 
part, to draw ua up the now steep incline to Broad 
Mountain. The average gradient of this incline was 
178 feet per mile, and the maximum 183, or about 1 
in 29. On the summit of Broad Mountain we had 
attained an elevation of 1,482 feet. To this height 
lunch had been dragged up by our provident hosts in 
Philadelphia, and was now spread out in the " Head 
House," under charge of a troop of black waiters. 
Waiting seems to be the speciality of the blacks all 
over the United States, as blanchissage is that of the 
Chinese. Perhaps it was the early start, perhaps the 
mountain air, but whatever the cause might be there 
waa a tremendoua rush made on this point, comparable 



AMERICA AND BACK. 



I 



to a military engagement of the sharpest kind. The 
waiters were like to be torn to pieces under con6icting 
orders, and people were bolting food and drink as if 
they had not seen it for days. I tried to catch the eye 
and ear of waiters in vain ; at last, one black fellow 
took pity on me and gave me sundry glasses of milk, 
which, with one roll, constituted my share of this "Head 
House" lunch. I soon retreated into the carriage out 
of the sun, and observed a thermometer there, in the 
shade, standing at 96 degrees, and at that height it 
stood for hours. From this point we were told the coal- 
fields extend more than twelve miles, and some of the 
beds contain from sixty to eighty feet of coaL This 
immensely rich coal region was first opened, in 1835, 
by the celebrated Stephen Girard. This is one of the 
noted names of Philadelphia men. Endless stories are 
Btill told of thisshrewd, eccentric, benevolent millionaire, 
merchant, and mariner. He has left a deep impress on 
the city, and the magnificent Girard College for orphan 
boys — built with his money at a cost of 2,000,000 
dollars, and standing in 41 acres of ground — will long 
perpetuate his memory. By his will, no clergyman of 
any denomination was allowed to enter this college for 
any purpose whatever. 

From the summit of Broad Mountain there is an 
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inclined railway — with a maximum gradient of nearlj 

1 in 4 — 2,410 feet long. Down this incline we were let 

in detachments by a stationary engine. Up this incline 

1 40 trucks are drawn in an hour, and as many as 2,600, 

with 15,800 tons of coal, have been raised in one day. 

We next proceeded by the Shenandoah line to Indian 

[ ^Bridge Colliery, through a district dreary and covered 

I with mining debris. Down this mine, 310 feet deep, 

many of us descended in a cage, nine at a time, to 

inspect a working chamber that had been illuminated 

L for the occasion by the electric light. This was called 

' " The Mammoth Bed " — a seam of coal 50 feet thick, 

I with only a few thin intercalated bars of shale. The 

Lmine was very free from gaa, and blasting with 

» gunpowder waa usual and safe. I have gone into more 

particulars here than usual, as thia coalfield is extremely 

interesting in itself and has contributed greatly to the 

business and prosperity of Philadelphia. The coal here 

is entirely of the anthracite or smokeless kind. Around 

Pittsburg, further to the west, it is bituminous, and 

largely worked. 

On leaving the Indian Bridge, I observed a stream 

of water running between banks on which not a plant 

or particle of vegetation grew. It was the pumped-up 

■water from the pits, and contained, I was informed, 

11 
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twenty-five per cent, of sulphuric acid. This deadly 
stream, a veritable Pklegethon, finds its way into thft 
Schuylkill, of which the people of Philadelphia drink;. 
Their wise men tell them it is neutralised by comingfl 
into contact with some alkali from another source 
They may take what comfort they can from this 
assurance, but if they are wise they will soon get i 
supply of water from an unpolluted source. 

Mounted on coal waggons, with planks laid acroi 
for Beats, and in three separate trains following t 
other at a few yards' distance, we nest had a sort ( 
triumphal procession, on an incline, round a delightfal 
amphitheatre, and arrived at " Summit Hill." Here 
we took the ears of the Switchback Gravity Railway 
on our way to a place with the euphonious 
Mauch Chunk. This ride was the pleasantest I evac 
remember baring. I had already travelled in traintt 
in Cornwall, Ireland, and elsewhere that ran by 
gravitation, but this one had features peculiarly its 
own. The carriages, like the long American ■ 
seated about fifty persons, Eacb one ran Eeparatc 
under charge of a brakesman, who sat in front, ia' 
sort of arm chair, with his hand on his regulati 
apparatus. I entered the first carriage, and as soon t 
it was filled some persons on the platform gave it i 
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' hove, and o£F it went at a rapidly accelerating rate 
I'-down the incline. The line was on the side of a 
I' mountain, wooded both above and below. At the 
bottom was a deep ravine, and a mountain rising on 
the other side with thick woods to the top. Down 
this roadj with trees overhanging, we ran at a rate of 
h something like twenty miles an hour. Whenever the 
fcapeed threatened to become too great, our chairman 
^applied his brake and checked the course. In this 
w way we reached a halting-place, where carriages were 
Awaiting to convey such of the passengers as wished to 
Ithe Mansion House, American, and other hotels. 
■iSome of our number went out there, the rest of ns went 
B-tm a little further, a small boy having helped to give 
Bos the initial impetus. At our nejct station we were 
Bjjnpplied with a little book explaining verbally and 
B^ctorially the wonders of JNIauch Chunk and the 
■Switchback. Novel and wonderful they both 
■ifiBBuredly are. Mauch Chunk, or JMachk Tschunk, said 

■ to be the Indian for Bear Mountain, occupies a site on 
»ithe Lehigh river, in a deep valley, at the confluence of 

■ glens that radiate from it iu various directions. "When 
I it burst upon my sight I almost started with surprise ; 
t there was something weird about the spot, the 
I oouoteriiart of which I had never before seen, though 



w 

^f I had s. 
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I had se«ii eome of the best sceo^y in the British 
Isles and on the Continent, and a tittle of Ameriea. 
It certainly Toold lose nothing bj comparison trith 
any of the little Striss toims that nestle 80 snugly at 
ths roots, or hang so pictnresqnely on the slopes, of 
the monntams of Switzerland. On a jonmey between 
Monich and Vienna, I remember a gentleman once 
saying to me, " It would be a sin to pass Salzburg 
witboat seeing it.' I sliould use almost as strong 
language to any visitor ot Pbiladelphia who would 
go away without seeing ^lauch Chunk. I felt sorry 
to leave it so soon, but the train was inexorable. So, 
after a hurried dinner at the American Hotel, we took 
our seats to accomplish the 89 miles that lay between 
us and Philadelphia. We reached Philadelphia about 

II p.m., ha\Tng enjoyed a magnificent excursion, over- 
flowing with gratitude to all our kind friends, who had 
done so much for our instruction and pleasure, and to 
the Philadelphia and Reading Eailway Company, who 
had gratuitously pnt their trains at our disposal. 

From the terminus I had to find my way by tram- 
car and "Dummy," aa the traction-engine cars are 
called, to my " location " at Frankford. A fellow- 
paBsenger at this late hour was a Lancashire calico- 
printer returning from his work ; be bad been twenty- 
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IP one years in Philadelphia. The times there were bad 
for working-men, who in many cases were glad to get 
a dollar a day. If a man had a little money to begin 
with, America was the place to get on ; but if he had 
none he ought to return without delay. America was 
a fine country, but it was " badly run." The electoral 
system was bad, and corruption was general. Ignorant 
men were put into office, of no more' use than the fifth 
wheel of a coach. The successful party at an election 
dismissed the old servants and put their own party- 
men in their stead. Irately, on a change being made 
in the governing body in Philadelphia, the policemen 
had been dismissed, and for some nights the city was 
without its usual police force. The opinion of the 
venality of puhlic men, from the highest to the lowest, 
and of their interest in their party rather than in the 
community at large is one I found very prevalent 
among all classes of the American people, Wo doubt 
it may be exaggerated, but probably there is a large 
amount of truth in it. The evil is more obvious than 
the remedy. It seems to be one inseparable from all 
popular governments, that men give to a part what is 
due to the whole. But yet the evil of despotism is 
much greater. The general diffusion of knowledge 
and a high standard of morality are requisite in a 
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Republic. In the United States the existing school 
system seems capable of producing the first, but how 
the latter is to be obtained as things now go is the 
question. An educated rogue is the worst of all 
rogues. It was past midnight before I reached my 
destination. The night was calm and clear, the air in 
the gajrdena and fields was laden with unwonted per- 
fumes, and the griteshoppers, that abound in myriads, 
were making a noise that was perfectly deafening. 
Custom, however, renders the inhabitants quite insen- 
sible to this noise. 

Around Philadelphia the garden plants were 
diS'erent from those of England, Gooseberries and 
cuiTants, so common with us, are wanting there. But 
the catalpa tree, the brugmansia, and the castor-oU 
plant are common. In the open air I saw oranges; 
lemons, and pomegranates in fruit and flower, and 
doing well, though they have to be sheltered from the 
cold of winter. The Zoological Gardens are pretty 
and interesting. I made several visits to them. 
Tramways are in all the principal streets. The line is 
generally single- -the outward journey being made by. 
one street, and the homeward by another parallel to it. 
The fare, irrespective of distance, is six cents, or three- 
pence. The cars are never considered full. Though 
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^K the sitting aeeommodation is for only twenty I have 
seen forty or fifty in them, the central passage being 
crammed with standers steadying themselves by leather 

» straps hanging down from the roof. When I remarked 
to some of my friends that it was a pity to crowd the 
cars so, and that it would be much better irhen once 
they have their complement to refuse admission to 
any more, the answer was, " That *ouId never do for 
Eepublicans." To either street or railway car I never 
saw a person refused admission for want of room. 

I Everyone who comes enters, and if there ia no seat 
vacant he stands fill he finds one. By established 
enstom, preference is given to ladies. If a lady, rich 
or poor, enters when all seats are occupied, a man or 
boy, if seated, at once jumps up and resigns to her his 
place. The English might copy this with advantage. 

Along with others, I went by invitation to th? 
Zoological Gardens to see a gentleman photograph 
animals and birds in motion. Pigeons, cranes, and 
other birds, with strings tied to their legs, were 
thrown up and photographed in flight. Extensive 
experiments were to be made by this gentleman, 
under the auspices of the Pennsylvanian University, 
on horses, dogs, and other animals, wild and tame, 
during their movementa at different rates of speed; 
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^H also on marine animals, waterfowl, and fish, and on 
men and women in the act of performing their various 
duties. The whole was to be included in one large 
volume, at the subscription price of 100 dollars. 
After the experiments were over, I went to the Penn- 
Hjlvanian University, This University's buildings were 
formerly within the city, but now they occupy an 
open space to the west, and are ext^sive and com- 
modious. One of the professors, a Lutheran clergy- 
man, showed us round the library, hall, and class- 
rooms. The University is perfectly unsectarian ; 
there are no religious tests whatever for professors 
or students. The president is sometimes a clergy- 
man, sometimes a layman. If a layman, he calls upon 
some clergyman to conduct the services of religion in 
the hall. There are faculties of arts, law, science, and 
medicine. Instruction is also given in music, finance, 
and political economy, dentistry, and veterinary sur- 
gery. In addition to the hospital for men there is one 
for horses. I was conducted over the hospital for 
human patients by one of the physicians, who, after 
asking the house-surgeon if there was any interesting 
case at the moment, directed my attention to one of 
sunstroke that had been received the day before. 
The patient, a bricklayer's labourer, had been brought,. 





•"in prostrate, with a temperature of 109. He was 
immediately put into the ice-bath, and bis tempera- 
ture had thereby been reduced to 101, He was so far 
recovered as to be able to look about and take food, 
and the medical men had strong hopes that he would 
get over it. This ice-bath is the usual remedy in 
such cases. The patient is put into an ice-cold bath, 
ice is piled around him and on hia head till his 
temperature is lowered. Should a reaction occur 
after he is removed he is put back again into the 
bath. Wonderful success has attended this remedy. 
They told me of a very bad case that had been 
admitted some time before. The doctor in charge 
of the case was so sure that it would terminate 
fatally that he came nest morning prepared to give 
evidence at the inquest and found the patient taking 
Mb breakfast. Experiments had been made on six 
dogs, which had been purposely sunstruck and restored 
by this bath three several times; whereas sis others 
struck in the same way, but without the bath, died 
the first time. These poor animals, by their vicarious 
suffering, have thus rendered a signal senace to man. 
At the close of our inspection the professors and 
fellows entertained the guests at a sumptuous col- 

, lation, distinguished by the usual absence of alcohol. 
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I usually attended the geological section, in which 
many interesting papers were read, chiefly on local 
and American geology. A curious paper, or rather 
oral address, was given by an Englishman, a Captain 
, who, notwithstanding the great heat, spoke 
vigorously under streama of perspiration, and with a 
' iace as red aa a peony. He proved, to hia own satis- 
' faction a? it appeared, that the merits of a canal over 
the lethmua of Nicaragua were superior to those of 
M. Lesseps' canal at Panama. The Gulf of 2\Iexico at 
that place was not suitable for shipping, owing to 
the want of wind ; he had been becalmed there for 
eleven months. He appeared to have a great contempt 
Lfor diplomacy, and called it a bugbear that might 
[.-interfere with his Nicaragua scheme. "The Grand 
f Old Man," he said, derisively, had declared the Treaty 
I of Paris a dead letter; so might also bo declared any 
I treaties that stood in the way of his project. It was 
I the fate of the United States to reach one day the 
I Isthmus of Panama, and so they might as well proceed 
in that direction at once. Some of the Americans 
' present applauded vigorously this honest, states- 
manlike suggestion, rejoicing iu the thought of 
extension of territory, but forgetting that their 
country already is far greater than they can occupy. 
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I ^Eig," is their favonrita word, and, not content with 

' what it signifies, their constant aim ia to hecome 

still higger. The paper was supported by an admiral 

— an American — who read for some time a speech in 

a tone BO low that scarcely anyone heard it. The 

president of the section, who had on the occasion 

resigned the chair in favour of an English gentle- 

1 man, apparently losing patience, rose to order, 

Baying that time was being wasted as nobody could 

[ hear. The admiral, taking a more central place, 

L persevered with his reading some time longer, though 

Ll did not hear one complete sentence and do not 

I remember a. single thing except a confirmation of 

t vhat had been said about the dead calms that prevail 

[ near the entrance of M. Lesseps' canal. At the close 

I the usual thanks were awarded to the author of the 

paper, who, in his acknowledgment, extolled the 

L. excellence of the remarks of his supporter, and said 

I that if they had been heard they would have been 

r found very good. His friend had not the advantage 

I of a stout pair of lungs, and had not had the practice 

I in speaking that he himself had had about the House 

of Commons. He then, with charming audacity, 

proposed a vote of thanks to the admhal for his 

excellent remarks, that had tried so severely the 
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patience of the president, and he had the pleasure of 
seeing his proposal seconded and carried, with applause. 
This Nicaraguan canal seems to be still occupying the 
attention of the American people. President Arthur 
in his message delivered at Washington, December 
Ist, 1884, said that a treaty had been concluded 
with Nicaragua authorising the construction, by the 
United States, of a canal, a railway, and a telegraph 
line across Nicaragua from the Atlantic to the Pacific." 
In the evening of the same day a lecture of a very 
different sort was given, in the Academy of Music, by 
an Irish professor, on the distance of the stars. This 
lecture was listened to with marked attention, and 
the abstruse nature of the subject was relieved by a 
jovial manner and occasional flashes of humour. 
After the lecture the company repaired to the 
Academy of Fine Arts, where a convereazioTie was 
held, attended by the wit and beauty of the city. 
Almost everywhere at such reunions there is a want 
of room. It is mostly a squeezing and elbowing one's 
■way through a dense, perspiring crowd, where rational 
conversation is out of the question. No doubt tliis 



• The Bchcme iB now in abeyance, and will probably 
■otliiiig. 
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arises from the amiable desire of local committees to 
afford gratification to as many as possible. 

The American Association had organised also an 
excursion to the Eocky Mountains and Colorado, and 
one to the Yellowstone Park.* To both of these I was 
invited, but could not afford the time. On my way 
home I had an account of the Yellowstone Park, It 
is a square, whose side is 100 miles, containing rich 
and varied scenery, and, said my informant — a 
Cambridge Don — "The Geysers are wonderful." 

* The Americaa Association have farther deepened mj sense of 
obligation to them hj sending to me, in common, bjb I suppose, with 
their other guests, two handsome volnmes containing the Proceedings 
of the Philadelphia Meeting. The British Association will doubtless 
recognise and reciprocate all the kindness and generosity of their 
American brethren, wheneyer these visit our shores to hold their 
annual meeting in London. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
AROUHD PHILADELPHIA 
Aftek the meetings were at an end, I took a more 
leisurely surrey of Philadelphia and the neighbour- 
hood. I visited the works of a firm of engineers, who 
were largely employed in making engines for pump- 
ing water out of mines and air into them. They 
made many pomps for the mineral oil-wells. The 
temperature of many of the gold mines in California is 
so high that they could not be worked unless cool air 
was sent into them from above. Hence the necessity 
of powerful pumps, I had an opportunity of seeing 
both the water and air pumps at work. The latter 
were particularly interesting. When I put my hand 
near the orifice it was blown off like a feather. I was 
told of a workman who had been sitting at some 
distance on a bench, eating his dinner, when, for a joke, 
someone tmned the hose on him. He was immediately 
blown off, without being able, for a moment, to know 
why. This pump is the invention of a Philadelphia 



man, who is making his fortune from it. Necessity in 
America, is pre-eminently the mother of invention. 
Invention there has hecome almost a regular profession. 
The extensive employment of machinery, to perform 
operations that nsed to be done by hand, is said to be 
exercising an injurious effect on the intelligence of the 
-workman. Having but one function to discharge, a 
man becomes almost a part of the machine he has to 
attend to, and thus loses the benefit that results from 
the necessity of adapting means to ends. I was told 
by the chief of this factory, that if he put an adver- 
tisement in the newspaper for a clerk at a moderate 
salary he would have, next morning, hundreds of 
answers ; but if the advertisement was for a working 
mechanic able to draw his own plans, he would not 
get above one or two answers, and these not from 
Americans, but more probably from Englishmen or 

I Germans. * Till quite lately, America was behind in 

I technical education. 

I I found the chief exchange hoi^ses in the streets 

near the Delaware, That is the quarter of the banks 
and money-changers. Their number was legion, and 
many of them had very fine buildings. Houses of 

I white polished marble seem to be the rage. When in 
this quarter, I examined the wharves and shipping, and 
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crossed in one of the steam fcirj-boats to Camden, 
New Jersey. These ferry-boats run at short intervals, 
day and night, and the passage across the Delaware is 
Je in a few minutes. Camden is not raucb of a 
town, as far 03 I could judge, the houses and shops 
being small and unimportant. The country around is 
flat and sandy. Fruit and vegetable growing is tte 
common industry. New Jersey ia celebrated for its 
peaches. Tliat is the staple crop, America abonnda 
in fruit. A stranger going along Front Street, Phila- 
delphia, is struck by the profusion everywhere of fruits 
of all kinds. At the time of my visit peaches were 
fully in season, every store was full of them. Tomatoes 
also were ripe. The Americans eat enormous quanti- 
ties of them, and say fondness for them is an aeqoired 
taste. The egg-plant is also a favourite. In the winter 
season there ia a regular and very large trade carried 
on in imported fruits from the West Indies — orangeB, 
pine-appleo, and bananas. These latter, when for ex- 
portation, are gathered before fully ripe, that they may- 
better stand the carriage. The fruit-dealer ripens 
them, as he says, after their arrival. But the ex- 
perienced know that bananas are eaten in perfection 
only in the conntries where they are allowed to ripea 
fully on the tree. 
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From Canada I brought an introduction to a clergy- 

[ man, the secretary of one of the large religious 

§,BOcieties. I found him a gentleman of large acquire- 

' ments and scientific tastes. With that kindness for 

which the Americans are noted, he volunteered to he 

my conductor to various places of interest, faking me 

^>y the street cars, and not allowing me to pay the fare 

1 a single instance. He was well supplied with the 

aiecessary tickets, as he was in the habit of buying a 

SBumber of them at a time, and carrying them in his 

»cket, as we do postage stamps. We first went to 

Jhe Franklin Institute, called after the celebrated 

Benjamin, of whom America in general, and Philade!- 

Bhia in particular, are justly proud. This institute ia 

I important educational centre for the diffusion of 

aiowledge of mechanical and applied science. There 

a excellent scieutiBc library and museum. Among 

3ie apparatus are to be seen Franklin's electrical 

lachines. Before leaving, I was shown by the pro- 

Baaor the Phoneideseope — an instrument for rendering 

iounds visible to the eye. He gave me a letter of 

broduction to a gentleman who, on a subsequent 

jevening, moat kindly eshibited the same instrument 

work, with the figures projected on a screen. 

various forms assumed by different musical 
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notes and of different pitch were very i 
interesting. 

As I had been asked to see the burial-place of 
some friends, I went to Cedar Hill Cemetery, in the 
neighbourhood of Frankford ; it overlooks the city. 
Many of the monuments are of au elaborate and 
expensive description ; they are mostly of marbl 
with the letters of the same material standing 
relief and not cut in the stone as with us. A wj 
through a cemetery, even when every name is unknown,! 
has at once an elevating and composing effect on tl 
mind. Vaulting ambition might find a cure tht 
reminded of a higher life, or, at least, the end of thif 
Monuments are erected not for the dead, but 
living; they are for the solace of the bereaved- 
attempt to retain for a little the memory of the L 
I was touched by the sight of two marble images 
babies lying side by side, with the inscription- 
Pets ;" little children that had been carried away 
the destroyer in the second and third year of thi 
age. But the kind hearts that had loved them, w« 
for them, and reared this frail memorial to thi 
had in their turn been carried off themselves, for 
monument that had once been so much cared for 
now neglected and overgrown with untrimmed pi 
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and weeds. On another expensive monument appeared 
an inBcription, less grammatical than pious, " Thou 
seeth me." On another, over the grave of a man who 
had prided himself on his free-thought and ivritten his 
own epitaph, waa the garbled quotation, " To die, to 
sleep — no more." His thought was not free enough to 
add the rest, "To die, to sleep — to sleep! perchance to 
dream." At a little distance were two Jewish ceme- 
teries, one for the poor and another for the rich. The 
monuments there were of a less expensive Idud, and 
marked by a total absence of images, except in one 
I Bolitary instance. This is the figure of a lady — fair, 
/wasted — being carried by an angel — laid over the 
I grave of a young wife. Images are not allowed in 
L Jewish burial grounds, but how that one came to be 
I erected or allowed to remain there I did not learn. 

At the entrance of the Frankford Arsenal there 

[■■was a notice forbidding any more applications for 

[. employment. I found that this was rendered neces- 

Lsary by the number of labourers that were constantly 

w seeking work — -rather a remarkable circumstance, I 

•'thought, for America, Having satisfied the sentry 

that work was not my object, I was allowed to eater. 

The grounds are large, but not neatly kept, even 

round the officers' quarters. The absence of neatJy- 
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shaven carpety lawtiB, as in England, ia everywhei 
felt in America. The general face of the country is ' 
rough and rugged ; even round gentlemen's houses 
and public parlis one misses the trim green grass. 
A good many of the work-people were absent for j 
holiday. It appears that no great number at a 
time is employed in comparison with the size of t 
country. America does not keep a standing army i 
time of peace ; that luxury is reserved for countriol 
that are blessed with civilised Christian neighbour* 
America is said to have in active service almost ] 
many ofEcera as men, if not more; and therefi] 
the instruments and material of human slaughter a 
not required in such large quantities as iu oui 
European countries. In a large workshop I saw thi 
making of cartridges, from the plain sheet of c 
to the finished article — about thirty processes in all; 
Here, as elsewhere, the attendants of the machines 
were chiefly women. In other departments I watched 
the cutting, making, and charging of percnasioa capi^ 
and the making of bullets from Spanish lead. Why 
Spanish I do not know. Bullet-making was said to 
be unhealthy, owing to the fumes. A man engaged ia 
this hot and trying work being asked by a gentleman 
who knew him if he was not yet poisoned ? replied| 
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with the liglit-heartei gaiety of his nation, "It is not 
easy to poison an Irishman." In these grounds is a 
large building erected at great cost as a military store 
during the war with the South. It was never needed 
and is now comparatively useless, there being in it 
only some antique and worn-out implements. There 
Tras also a very good house in process of demolition, by 
the order of the commandant, as the children of a 
soldier who inhabited it had suffered from diphtheria. 
The soldier that showed us round said that what the 
house needed was not destruction, but simply cleaning. 
It had been the dirty habits of the people, and not the 
house, that had caused the diphtheria. I do not know 
what his superior oEScer would have said if he had 
heard that criticism, but probably it was just. The 
material manufactured in this arsenal is chiefly for the 
various garrisons of the United States. 

One of the special attmcfions of Philadelphia, 
during the visit of the Scientific Association, was the 
Electrical Exhibition. I found this a very interesting 
place, not only for those who could appreciate the 
■various machines and appliances exhibited, but also, in 
fcome degree, for the public in general. When fully 
lighted up in the evening, the large building was as 
light as day, and, as a mere spectacle, was imposing. 



The Doise, made by the various nachines in moti 
was stimiuiig. Edison, vhose portrait adorned 
ealon in the bailding, bore a large part in the exhibk 
tioD, as did also the Weston system of the Unite 
States. Most of the exhibitors were from Fhiladelphii^ 
some from Xew York, Chicago, and other Americal 
towns, I obsened none from England. One of t 
stalls that seemed to attract special attention from tfe^ 
crowd was that for the artificial hatching of chickens- 
" The Perfect Hatcher." The bystanders were informs^ 
by a printed notice, that " At Cincinnati ExhibiticH^ 
Sept. 1, will be seen the largest display of hatehii^ 
and rearing chickens ever shown in the world. It will 
be magnificent and grand beyond all conception. 6,0Q( 
feet of space has been allowed for it." The Phijlii 
delphia exhibit was on a more modest scale, but evi 
there, there were hundreds of eggs, in all stages ' 
advancement, arranged in glass frames. These wei 
kept at a temperature of 102. There was a goo^ 
number of chickens out and feeding, for sale at i 
quarter-dollar each. Others were struggling out i 
the shell, whose efforts after freedom were watchejl. 
with great interest by the liberty-loving people, and' 
when some lucky fellow had, by his unaided exeiw 
tions, achieved his complete deliverance and stood' 
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fairly on his own legs, lie was saluted by a round of 
^learty applause. When the man in charge was asked 

what his eihihition had to do with electricity, his ready 
' answer was, " Why, the heat is kept up by electricity." 
I Philadelphia abounds in churches ; there are said 

I to be more than 500 in the city. They are of all 
[ denominations. I attended, on different occasions, two 
I of them. In the sermons I observed some strange 
I expressions, such as, " a very mixed up affair." One 
I preacher declared that the minds of some people had 
I gnm in them in which what was leamt would stick, 
I while those of others were putty, on which no lasting 
I impression could be made. Another eloquent preacher, 
I during the hot weather, chose for his t«st, " Thou 
I shalt bring down the noise of strangers as the heat in 
I a dry place, as the heat with the shadow of a cloud." 
I He himself seemed to speak feelingly to a feeling 
I people, and no wonder, for it was an afternoon service 
I with a temperature over 90, After the service was over 
I the preacher kindly offered me, in the vestry, a glass 
■ of iced-water. The refrigerator does duty in churches 
las well as in other places. 

I Philadelphia is also well supplied with schools. The 
I public schools alone are said to number 450, attended 
} by 100,000 children. There are, besides, many private 
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schools and inBtitutions for secondary education. I was 
introduced to an eminent master of one of these, and* 
Bpent a pleasant evening with him and his friend. 
American boys, he said, behave well to their teachers 
and parents if properly treated. To my remark, that 
boya were not competent judges of what proper treat- 
ment was, he made no answer, but looked as if that 
was a new and strange doctrine. He said American 
boya were forward and inquisitive, and, for that reason, 
many European schools would Dot receive them as 
boarders. He could not teach the Bible in his institu- 
tion, as the pupils would ask questions about it that 
would be difficult and awkward to answer. He, in 
common with the city in general, was strongly in favour 
of Blaine's candidature, likewise all Pennsylvania ; but 
New York was Democratic, and in favour of Cleveland. 
He thought, however, that Blaine would be successful. 
They were also in favour of Gladstone, and could not 
understand Englishmen opposing his enlightened and 
progressive policy. 

I made several visits to Independence Hall, in 
Chestnut Street. In a new country like America 
everything that savours oY age is highly prized. 
Americans have a great reverence for antiquity, and 
are therefore proud of Independence Hall, though its 
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architecture is in strong contrast with the more 
[ modem pretentious buildinga. On the last occasion 
I. of my visit I had the company of a genuine and 
I patriotic American. We had first to inscribe our 
[ names in the visitors' book ; then we were entrusted 
I with the key to enter the penetralia and ascend the 
I tower. We were requested to lock the door after us, 
i it was necessary to know who was up. On the 
»■ bell, which, with a clock, was presented by a citizen, 
F July 4th, 1876, is an inscription from Leviticus xxv. 
I 10: — "Proclaim liberty throughout all the land 

[ DNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF." The building 

I'was commenced in 1732, A. U.C. 50. A portrait of 
Villiam'Penn adorns the staircase, with the informa- 
a that he was horn in London, October 14th, 1644, 
and laid the foundation of liberty in 1C82. We were 
also told in another place, by inscription, that Phila- 
. delphia became the keystone State of the Federal 
■ XTnion in 1789. In this hall also are many relics of 
I the past, and portraits of the men who signed the 
Declaration of Independence and of the various presi- 
dents of the United States. Foremost among these 
. is Washington. The triumphal arch imder which he 
Ipaiised at Trenton, New Jersey, April 21st, 1789, is 
f also here. Washington is the hero and demi-god of 
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the United States. In their cities he has suffered 
universal apotheosis ; statues and memorials of him 
are everywhere. To his tomb at Jlount Vernon pil- 
grimages are constantly made, the sarcophagus con- 
taining hia remains is looked at with a feeling 
bordering on adoration, and the room in which he 
died has been pronounced " a veritable holy place." 
Washington was doubtless a noble man, and the 
veneration felt for hia memory proceeds from a 
generous sentiment, but veneration for a mortal man 
has surely bounda beyond which it ought not to pass. 
The JIahometana' reverence for their founder is a 
grovelling superstition. 

From this building of historical interest — "Noble," 
as an enthusiastic Irish lady who came nest to me wrote 
in the visitors' book — I proceeded to another modem 
one, of commercial interest, the store of John Wanna- 
maker. The ground plan of this estabHshment con- 
tains, according to the statement of its officials, seven 
acres of land, and there are three storeys. This may 
be called, with just title I believe, the largest shop in 
the world. There are about 3,000 persona employed 
in it. It contains the concentrated merchandise of a 
whole town. Excluding tbinga perishable, it would 
be difficult to name an article ordinarily procurable 



in a shop that may not be found there — from a pin to 
a piano, from s. doll to a drawing-room, if not " from 
a needle to an anchor." In one department are to be 
seen, fully furnished with all requiaitea, kitchens, 
bedrooms, dining-rooma, and salons, at a specified 
price aa they stand. The establishment enjoys a 
high repntation for the genuineness of all that is 
sold in it, and for the Uberal terms on which business 
ia conducted. It seemed to be entirely a ready-money 
concern; and one of the most curious sights was the 

t countless pneumatic tubes, converging, like the 
threads of the geometric spider, to a central bureau, 
with which the various salesmen and women were 
Connected. By these tubes invoices and cash were 
fiespatched, and the receipted hills and change re- 
turned, with arrow-swift speed. As this "grand 
magazin" ia perfectly public, it is, at certain hours, a 
favourite place of resort and ramble for others beside 
intending purchasers ; but it is difficult for any lady 
with money in her pocket to leave the place without 
leaving some of it behind. 

After having wandered for some time through this 
enormous business hive, I went a long cheap ride on 
the street cars to the Horticultural Gardens. Before 
entering them I had an opportunity of seeing the 
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Bite of the various buildings erected on the occasion 
of the American Centenary, in 1876. The temporary 
buildings have all been removed, but the places where 
they stood are still sufficiently visible ; and the debris 
lying scattered about, and the luxuriant weeds, give a 
feeling of ruin and desolation. The Centenary grounds 
contained 236 acrea, and the chief building alone 
covered 20. The remaining space was occupied 
by other erections, and by avenues and paths. The 
Horticultural Hall and the Memorial Hall are the 
permanent records of the Centenary. The grounds of 
the former are very beautiful, and better kept than 
any I had seen in America. The flower beds are 
tastefully arranged, and, by their various colours, from 
a distance give the impression of the light and shade 
of a picture. Among the aquatic plants growing in a 
basin was an Egyptian lotus in bloom, which au artist 
was copying with admiration. In the hall itself, 
where a high temperature is maintained, was a fine 
collection of tropical plants, among them the banana 
in flower and fruit. The femeiy was simply superb. 
The Memorial Hall is a handsome granite building, 
erected at the cost of a million-and-a-half of dollars. 
It is used as a sort of exhibition and museum. An 
e picture of the battle and carnage of Gettys- 
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burg seemed to be an object of Bpecial attraction to the 
Americana. Ladies and gentlemen, with eye-glass and 
kej, were eagerly endeavouring to master the details. 
In spite of all the expressed horror of war, it cannot 
be denied that it is still, to both men and women, a 
subject of absorbing interest; and, as Jean Paul saya 
of grief, the greatest obstacle to its extinction is the 
pleasure men feel in indulging in it. These Centenary 
grounds are an extension of Fairmount Park, which, 
for extent, is superior to any city park in the 
world. It contains, in round numbers, 3,000 acres, 
has 36 miles of footwalks, and 30 miles of carriage 
drives. Its situation along the Schuylkill is also very 
fine. Of an afternoon and on Sundays it is the 
fiiYonrite airing-place of the carriage people, who 
stream to and fro, in equipages of all descriptions, at a 
speed almost equalling the " Derby," Rapidity of 
driving seems as much a characteristic of the American 
geiitry as of the Dublin carmen themselves. 

Betuming one evening to the Hotel Lafayette 
I went into one of the sitting-rooms in front to rest, 
laying my umbrella, x>»pers, and hat on an adjacent 
chair. When I rose up to go away I found my hat 
and papers had been removed from the chair to the 
floor and my umbrella gone. None of the servants 
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knew any tiling about it and, notwithstanding all 
inqnlries, I saw it no more. On my telling some i 
friends of my loss, they smiled and said that was 
nothing strange; I had myself to blame for letting J 
my umbrella out of my hand in such a place ; it was J 
quite a common thing for people to walk off with | 
such articles. I was here reminded of a story that an 1 
American gentleman told me at Ottawa, as to tha 1 
advantage of advertising. A man haying lost biB 1 
umbrella pretty much in the same way as I had dona 
mine, put an advertisement in the paper stating the j 
ffuA, intimating that the person who took it was ] 
known, and adding that unless it was returned to Ma J 
door by a certain day legal proceedings would b«l 
taken. On opening his door next morning he found J 
nineteen umbrellas in the porch. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

■ASHINGTON. 



' I HAD occasion to visit Washington and I started from 
' Frankford by an early train. The passengers were exclu- 
sively men going to their work at G o'clock. Many of 
them had even at that early hour a newspaper, which 

I they were eagerly reading, and, as patriotic citizens, 
scanning in particular the Presidential election news. 
That coming event was everywhere casting its 
'dhadow before, agitating all minds and even paralysing 
Jbusiness. These workmen wore, without exception, 
the moustache. They had nearly all disappeared at 
the different stations, before the train reached Broad 
■Street. Shortly after leaving Philadelphia wa skirted 
the Delaware, through a flat and somewhat marshy 
conntry. Wilmington, on the Delaware, is a con- 
siderable town. We crossed, on a sufficiently ricketty- 
looking bridge, the broad Susquehanna river, at the 
mouth of which is a second Havre-de- Grace. We then 
got into Maryland, which around Baltimore is much 
rougber-looking than Pennsylvania round Philadelphia. 
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I was much struck by the bad farming throughont 
this State. Two or three fields were given over 
lampant weeds for every one where any attempt i 
made at cultivation. Even the fields that were under, 
crop seemed badlj- farmed, I was told the proprietoiA 
had more land than they knew what to do with 
or could find labourers to work. They sometimes 
laboured one field and sometimes another, letting the 
rest lie waste, a prey to sporting ragweeds, golden 
rods, and rank, useless vegetation of any kind that 
chose to spring up. The chief crops I saw were 
Indian corn, tomatoes, and cabbages. Although it 
was maize harvest-time I saw very few people engaged 
in gathering it, and none but blacks, who seemed in. 
no hurry. A great deal of Maryland is still jungle 
and woodland. It had a desert appearance, scarcely a 
man or beast to be seen for miles. Wood is still 
lumber here. Along the line large heaps of old 
sleepers were being burnt. There are two railways 
between Baltimore and Washington — the Baltimore 
and Potomac, in connection with the Pennsylvania 
line, and the Baltimore and Ohio hne. I travelled 
to Washington by the former. In the waiting-room 
of the station at Washington President Gaifield. 
wafi shot. There ia a small tablet there to his 
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memory. I was directed to the Ebbitt House as 
the beat hotel. That house, the omnibus man said, 
was in the middle of the city, half-a-mile distant. I 
could walk, but might as well ride. Once in his 
omnibus, I soon found a great improvement in the 
streets of Washington over those of other American 
cities. They are of concrete, and the ride over them is 
as smooth and comfortable as along Cheapside. I 
mentioned this improvement to a Washington pro- 
fessor in the service of the Government, and he said, 
" Oh, but this concrete vrould never do for New York, 
as the traffic is too heavy." This opinion, which was 
the common one, is certainly wrong. For concrete 
stands in London, where the traffic is assuredly as 
heavy as in New York. The clerk at the hotel gave 
me the choice of rooms at 3^ or 4 dollars a day. I 
told him he might give me which he liked. " Then," 
said he, " I will give you one at four dollars with four 
windows.'' A boon, no doubt, when the thermometer 
is over 90, provided the mosquitoes have not too much 
ingress. By the elevator I was in my room directly, 
where I was met by a black servant, who, with hia 
customary reed brush, gave me from head to foot a 
much needed dusting. After a short delay I pro- 
I oeeded to the Weather Office, to which I had a letter 

IS 
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of introduction. After hunting about among streets 
called prosaically enough by the letters of the alphabf 
or by simiile numerals, I reached the place and n 
kindly shown over the whole, having my attenti 
drawn to the various instruments and daily processe 
and operations, the stations on land, and observation ol 
sea. The station is well supplied with the nsat 
apparatus, self-registering barometers, thermometer 
anemometers, rain-gauges, &c. An elaborate chart 
is issued daily. From 100 American and 7 Canadian 
stations — extending from 26 to 50 ( 
latitude, and from CO to 123 degrees west longi- 
tude — daily reports are received of barometric 
pressure, temperature, dewpoint, rainfall, and otha 
particulars. On the daily chart are marked thq 
isobars or lines denoting equal pressure rumdna 
through the country, temperature at 7 a.m., b 
metric pressure, direction and speed of wind, 
various symbols to denote the state of the weather a 
sky, storm warnings, &c. This chart, published by 
the War Department, is a work of great labour and 
utility. In addition to the reports from land stations ' 
others are. received from captains of vessels at sea. 
There is also given on the chart, in letter-press, an 
abstract of the weather for the previous twenty-foTir 
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hours, and forecasts for the day of publication. On 
the day of my visit these were as follows : — 

WASHINGTON CITY, SEPTEMBER ICra, 1884; 7 a.m. 



The barometer is liigbeEt in the CRrotinos and in the North 
Patific region and to west, mirth of Lake Huron. The area of 
low barometer inNorlhern Minnesota, yesterdaj, has moved enstwarrt, 
and a severe Btorm has occurred io the lake region. The tcm- 
peratore has risen Id New England, in the middle and Boatli 
Atlantic StttlEB, and in the lower lakes and Ohio Vallev. A con- 
alderahle fall of temperature haa occurred in the districls between 
the Rocl:y Mountains and MisaieEippi VhIIcv. The winds have been 
Houtherly in New England, the middle Atlantic Slates and Ohio 
Valley, and the West Gulf States; westerly in the lake regions; 
north to west in the Upper MieeriBsippI and Missouri Valleys; north 
to east in the South Atlantic and East Gnit States. The rivers have 
remained nearly stationnry, cscept a rise of 17 inches al Lucrorae, 
and a fall of 29 inches at Nasbville. 

For New Englaad : partly c!oniiy weather and local showers, 

westerly wiotts, nearly stationary temperatnre. 
For the Middle Atlantic Slates: fair in the southern part, partly 

cloudy weather and rain in the northern part, aonth west winds, 

stationary followed by lower temperatnre. 
For the South Atlantic States : generally fait weather, variable 

winds, nearly stationary temperatnre. 
For the East Gulf States : fair weather, north to east winds, nearly 

stationary temperature. 
For the Gnlf Slates warmer, fair weather, southerly winds. 
For the Ohio Valley and Tennessee : partly clondy weather and local 

rains, lower temperature, westerly winds. 
For the Lower Lake Region ; partly cloudy weather and local rains, 
westerly wiuils, lower leniperalnn;: higher haromcler. 
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For the Upper Lake Region ; generally («ir weaiher, weater!/ winds. 
lowei temperature, higher barometer. 

For the Upper Mi»si9sippi Vullcj ; fair wenlher, north to west wind* 
the rivera nill remaiD nearlj statloniirr. 

CftnliODSry aignall continnB at ftlackinan City, Grand HaTCn, Mil- 
waukee, EscttTiaba, Marquette and Dalalh, and are ordered tor 
OBwefi;o, Kochester. BuSalo, Erie, Cleveland, Sandttskf.Tiiledu, 
Delfoit. Port Huron, and Alpena. 

The weather forecasts, from the data supplied, are 
made by a man who is appointed for that purpose for 
one month. At the end of the mouth, his forecasts are 
compared with the actual results by another of the 
staff. It is found that, on an average, from 80 to 90 
per cent, have been right ; success in some particulars 
more, in others less. I was informed that careful ob- 
servations had been made concurrently on temperfr^ 
tures given by the Stevenson screen generally used by 
British meteorologists, and the larger screen with only 
single louvre boards used by the Americans. The 
results were said to be decidedly iu favour of the 
American screen, and a hope was expressed that tin 
subject of screens might be further considered by tlu 
Meteorological Society of England. It had also been 
found, from a series of observations recently made on. 
the summit of Mount Washington, that small rain- 
gauges did not give accurate results in stormy weather. 
In the printing-ofBce of the department I had aij 
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^■opportunify of seeing the processes connected with 
the issue of the daily chart, and other publications. 
They were, at the moment, throwing off a series of 
storm charts for each month of the year, deduced from 
the observations that had been made for a number of 
years. In this, as in government offices generally, red- 
tapeism seemed to prevail. Certain additional publi- 
cations of the department would have been given to 
me had not the chief, whose province it was to make 
■the formal presentation, been at the time engaged. 
■His subordinates could not do it without his permission, 
(wid as I could not wait I had to leave without them. 

On leaving the Weather Department, I made for the 

B°White House, the ofBcial residence of the President. 

|3t is called the " "Wlute House " because, like many of 

^e other public buildings of Washington, the marble of 

which it is built is white. On entering the groimds in 

boat of the house, I observed their comparatively 

(Ugh appearance and lots of leaves that were lying 

bbout ; these, one or two men were endeavouring, with 

tkes and brooms, to remove, but their progress was 

lot great. When I rang the bell, a tall black man 

^ answered, and told me the President was not at home, 

bat somewhere at the sea-side, and that the place was 

for the time shut to the public. However, as I was a 




AMERICA AND BACl 

foreigner, he would " accommodate " me as far as he 
could. I was then admitted. In the hali were the por- 
traits of the various presidents ; and my hlack friend 
directed my special attention to that of the Right 
Honourable John Bright, who, though not a president, 
was esteemed worthy of a place among the greatest of 
them. The State rooms were spacious and comfortable, 
but, as befits a Republic, without anything like regal 
luxury and magnificence. President Arthur is re- 
ported to have been simple' and unassuming in his 
habita, and, after the death of Garfield, to have well 
diacbarged the duties of his high office. 

I next called at the Mint, hut was told by an old 
official that the hour for admission of strangers was 
past, for which he was very sorry, but if I would return 
the next morning I should be able to see over it and 
the work carried on there. AH the " Greenbacks " of 
the United States were printed there, but the metal 
coinage was made at Philadelphia. My time obliged 
me to forego the pleasure of seeing the manufacture of 
these Greenback notes or hiUs, as they are called. 
These play a great r6le in the country, and, from their 
portability, are preferred to coin. They are for 
amounts of a dollar and upwards. Below the dollar, 
coin is used. The silver dollar is a clumsy masB, 
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I almost like our crown piece. The other silver coins 
are the half-dollar, the quarter, and the dime, repre- 
senting respectively, 50, 25, and 10 cents. The coins 
below these are of base metal, the 5-cent piece doing 
verjmuch the same dutjas our penny, though nomin- 
ally equal to 2^d. The cent, or American halfpenny, 
bas a general buying power of scarcely our farthing. 
I found the Mint, as many other public buildings, 
draped with black cloth for Treasury-Secretary Folger, 
who was said to have died of an illness brought on by 
vexation at having been defeated in an election 
contest. 

Tramways are here, as in other cities, in all the 
principal streets. I took one of the cars running con- 
stantly, and constantly crammed, down the Pennsyl- 
vanian Avenue, in order to see the bnilding that is the 
pride and glory of Washington, the Capitol, reputed 

I the most magnificent building in the world. It 
oonsists chiefly of white marble, and occupies a com- 
loanding position in the centre of the city. It has 
beautiful gardens, with a profusion of etatues and 
l^naments. At the time of my visit it was closed to 
the public and undergoing a cleaning process, in pre- 
paration for the approaching meeting of Congress. I 
continued my journey towards the Navy Yard, through 
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an exceedingly pleasant country. By my side, in the 
car, was a ]>ostman, clad in the usual bluish costume of 
Government servanU called " Cadet grey." He said 
his work was comparatively light just then, but when 
Congress was sitting it was almost murder. I afforded 
great amusement to two American gentlemen, who 
heard me say to a boy, who climbed the car selling 
papers, that I would give him only the price printed 
on the paper. That price was three cents, but the boy 
wanted five. With us the hawkers of papers sell them 
at the published price, and receive a commission from 
the newspaper offices, but that is not the system in 
America, I know not whether the offices give a com- 
mission as well, but what is certain is, the purchasers 
are charged by the street vendors, and at stalls in 
hotels, a heavy addition to the published price. My 
claim to get a paper at that price was regarded as 
ridiculous. By means of the street cars I went over a 
good part of the city, and afterwards took a quiet walk 
to Washington's Monument, near the Potomac. That 
monument, after remaining long in an unfinished state, 
was iu course of completion. I have since seen, by a 
telegraphic despatch, that the copestone was put upon 
it December 6, and that the formal celebration of the 
event was to be held on the anniversary of Washington's 
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^■birthday, Febmarj 22nil. The height of this monu- 
ment is 550 feet — the highest erection in the world, 
surpassing, by 15 feet, the projected town hall tower of 

» Philadelphia, and, by 70 feet, the great Pyramid of 
Egypt. Verily, a great nation is America. Soul-stirring 
must be the thought that its soil sustains a monument 
higher than any erection of the modern world, and, 
undoubtedly, overtopping the tower of Eelus or of Babel 
itself. Under the shadow of this monument I talked 
|with a negro who told me they were planting imported 
reea on the " White Piece " close by, so-called from 
elonging to the "White House of the President. The 
niece had long lain in disorder, but " they were now 
ixing it." 

The Ebbitt House I found a well-appointed and 

mfortable hotel. The black waiters, when not 

I in active serving, stood beside their guests 

pid, with fan in band, kept on cooling them and 

living away the flies. Meala were, by printed notice, 

t fixed hours. Just at the minute when lunch ought 

finish, a man came iu and was told that lunch time 

Iwas past. In a rage he shouted, " I am not a 

mendicant," rushed out to the manager, made his 

complaint, and carried his point to the confusion of 

, the black servants. The bed of my four-windowed 
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room was fiiniished with mosquito curtains, which, on 
my entrance at niglit, I found closely drawn; T 
regarded this as a cautionary signal, and slipped into 
bed, deranging them as little as possible. And well 
it was I did bo, for during the night I repeatedly 
heard the sluill note of wings quenched against the 
slender barricade, and I rose next morning unscathed. 
More fortunate than a friend, who told me he had been 
severely stung and still bore the marks on each side 
of his forehead as the sprouting horns of a young buU- 
ealf. Xo sooner was I in bed than I became aware of 
a concert of instrumental and vocal music that was 
being held somewhere in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. It continued, with variouti degrees of loudness, 
till some time in the morning, when my imperfect 
slumbers were completely broken by a furious 
explosion. Not sure but that it might be dynamite 
practice, 1 started up, and found it was only a grand 
display of fireworks, the finale, as I afterwards heard, 
of the benefit night of a favourite artiste in an 
adjoining music garden. 

The president of one of the sections at Philadelphia 
was the Commissioner of Education of the United 
.States. This gentleman very kindly recommended 
me to visit the Education Bureau when I went to 
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>Vaahington. When I went to the Bnrejiu I found 
the commissioner himself was at Saratoga, but his 
representative, to whom he had introduced me at 
Philadelphia, received me very courteously, gave me 
various publications and valuable information rcspect- 
^ .ing the primary, secondary, and university education 
r;of the United States, together with lists of the most 
[■important educational institutions. Unfortunately, 
many of them were not in session, or only just 
meing. He also gave me a letter of introduc- 
tion to the Superintendent of Education of the District 
of Columbia. I called on this gentleman at the 
Franklin Schools, and was most politely and obligingly 
received and furnished with interesting information, 
te Franklin Schools, the most important if not the 
u-gest schools in the district, receive 1,000 children, 
e children are divided into eight divisions, or grades, 
s they are called. The first grade consists of those 
, lof six years, the commencing school age. In this 
ids they remain a year and then enter the second, 
*here they remain also a year. After the second, the 
2iird, and so on through all the grades^a year in 
heach. • Under the kind guidance of the superintendent, 
lii'viaited each of these grades and was introduced to 
pitheir various teachers, who in every instance but one 
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were women. The only male teacher I saw was in the 
grade for senior boys. lu the first grade the children 
are taught the sound of the letters before their names, 
and to count by objects, such as beans or shells. 
Reading, writing, vocal music, drawing, and arithmetic, 
to which great importance is attached, are taught in 
this grade, and in all the others in an ascending scale ; 
also object lessons and the elements of science. 
Geography, which is also considered of great import- 
ance, is taught in every grade except the first; and 
much attention is given to mapping, and modelling in 
clay and putty. I saw some very creditable models of 
the United States, made by pupils in these materials ; 
and some of the more artistically inclined had given 
greater reality to their models by representing the 
rivers by thin slips of glass, and the lakes by pieces 
somewhat resembling their shapes. The children were 
said to find pleasure in thus exercising their hands as 
well as their minds and eyes, and to remember much 
better the features of the countries they had thus 
fashioned. In the last four grades grammar is pro- 
gressively taught, and in the last three history. In 
the eighth grade the pupil may remain two years, and 
here the elements of algebra are added. This system 
of graduated instruction, consecutively pursued for 
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eight or nine years, seems excellent, and is absolutely 
free. Such a system ia surely a great btxm to the 

I people, and a sign and pledge of a great nation. 
Thongh the classes were but re-assembling aft«r a 
.vacation of ten or eleven weeks, the order was 
admirable, resulting from a long Bystematic course of 
Their manner of going up and down stairs, 

\ one party ascending on one side and another descend- 
ing on the other, was as steady and orderly as that of 
a company of soldiers at drill or on parade. But what 
struck me most of all was the cleanness and tidiness 
of the children and their dress. To my question, to 
what class do these children belong ? the superintend- 
ent, smiling, answered, " That question has often been 
asked by your countrymen [mentioning the names of 
Mr. Forster and Sir Stafford NortLcote]. They belong 
to all classes, and yet you cannot distinguish the 
children of the poor from the children of the rich." 
These children sit side by side, and receive exactly the 
same education. The children of all classes, except the 
criminal, are found in these schools, and one mn; 
judge thereby both of the general prosperity of tha 
people and the elevating powfir of a good educntlmii 
In consequence of the early and contlnufid traliilnKt 
symiiathy of nnmlMTs, the chlhlren know 
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do tbfir duty so welt that pnniabment is scarcely ever 
required. This was the uniform testimony of all the 
teachers. In the highest class of girls I found some 
composition exercises. One of the girls gave me her 
exercise, dona not by the pen but by her type-writing 
machine. I give it as a specimen of composition, and 
also on account of the subject, which is curious and 
historically true. It shows by wliat underhand wire- 
pulling important subjects are sometimes carried even 
in this laud of liberty : — 

" REMOVAL OF V. S. CAFITAL. 

" HAMILTON) PBESENTED TO CONGRESS HIS FAMOUS 
FIXANCE BILL IVHICH CONTAINED THREE POINTS. FIRST; 
THAT CONGRESS ASSUME AND PAY ALL FOREIGN DEBTS, 
THIS WAS PASSED WITHOUT ANY OPPOSITION. SECOND; 
THAT CONGRESS SHOULD ASSUME AND PAY ALL DOMESTIC 
DEBTS THIS WAS PASSED, BUT WITH LITTLE OPPOSITION. 
THIRD ; THAT CONGRESS ASSUME AND PAT ALL STATE DEBTa 
CONTRACTED DURING THE REVOLUTION, THIS WAS PASSED, 
BUT WITH A GEEAT DEAL OF OPPOSITION. 

" AFTER rr WAS PASSED TWO MEMBERS FROM THE 
REGION OF THE POTOMAC CAME INTO CONGRESS WHO WERE 
ANTI-FEDERALISTS AND IT WAS DECIDED TO RECONSIDER 
THE BILL. 
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" TO PASS IT THIS TLME HAMILTON WAS OBLIGED TO 
HAVE THESE nVO MEMBERS ON HIS SIDE TO HAV'E A 
MAJORITY, SO HE AGREED ^VITH THESE TWO MEMBERS THAT 
IF THEY WOULD VOTE FOR HIS BILL ALL THE FEDERALISTS 
WOULD VOTE TO HAVE THE CAPITAL MOVED TO nASHISGTON , 

crry on the fotomac aftes it had been ten years at 

rHILADELTHIA. 

" THE TWO NEW MEMBERS AGREED AND THE BILL WAS 
^ASSED. 
■ " LILIAN MARSHALL." 

The girls in tliia class were much amused at my 
prouuneiation of Potomac, with the accent on pot, in- 
stead of Pot6mac, and of Niagaia, instead of Niag&ra, 
as the Americans seem to pronounce them. I visited 
also the Normal School in one of the dejiarfments. 
This school consists of twenty-five advanced pupils, 
selected from the girls' schools of the district. These 
girls must not be less than eighteen years oldj-and 
remain one year under training. Their instruction is 
to qualify them for the profession of teacher. They 
"have to imdergo four examinations during the year, to 
test their proficiency, and their ultimate position is 
determined by the result of these examinations. I 
found some discontent expressed with the present 
r aystem of paying female" teachers. It appears that 
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when they do the very same work as men they are 
paid at a lower rate. This they thought unfair, 
fully agreed with them, and thought the system would 
be altered as aoon as puhlic attention is sufficiently 
drawn to it. Pupils who have passed through the 
eight years' course of the Elementary School may con- 
tinue their education at the High School, which has a 
literary, a scientific, and a business department, and 
a three years' course. As thia school had scarcely got 
into working order, and the head master was absent, 
it was not thought advisable that I should visit it. 
Such of the pupils as distinguish themselves and show 
ability and inclination, in the High School, are sent to 
complete their education at the universities, in which 
the United States abound. The greatness of the 
American nation is nowhere better shown, or more 
certainly assured, than in the ample provision that is 
there made for the education of the young. Power is 
needed to subdue so great a country and make it yield 
up its wealth, and for this purpose there is no greater 
power than knowledge generally diffused. I was 
recommended to visit the Deaf and Dumb College at 
Kendall Green. I found the students just assembling 
after the holidays, and, unfortunately, had not an 
opportunity of seeing them at work. But I was shown 
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over the building, anc! saw some of the students 
amusing themselves at gymnastics, A new student from 
Ireland had just arrived. He had been for some time, 
in the Asylum for the J)umb at Margate, and when, by 
writing, he learned that I was from that neighbourhood 
he rushed forward and shook me warmly by the hand. 
He told me he had come to finish his education there, aa 
there was no other institution where men were carried 
so high. This institution was incorporated in 1857, and 
is liberally supported by Congress, primarily for the 
deaf mutes of the District of Columbia. The course of 
study erabraces the subjects usually taught in a college. 
Languages, ancient and modem, mathematics, natural 
and mental science, history, philosophy, and political 
economy. This experiment on the intellectual capa- 
city of those unfortunate creatures, denied the blessings 
of hearing and ordinary speech, has proved singularly 
successful and interesting. Many of the students have 
taken the degreesof Bachelor and Master of Arts, which 
the college has the right to confer, and are now filling 
important stations in life, as editors, teachers, &c. A 
former student, notwithstanding his want of hearing and 
speech, is at present one of the ablest and most trusted 
lawyers practising in the Supreme Court at Washington, 
be acling as the solicitor and his brother as his orator 
14 
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One student of great promise, who died before his 
course at college was tinisheii, wrote to his sister, a 
fortnight before his death, the following touching 
words : " It will take away half the bitterness of death 
to have been allowed to learn something; to have 
obtained one glimpse across the hilla and valleys far 
away into the promised land of perfect knowledge, 
perfect love, perfect purity, where men no longer see 
through a glass darkly ; for such I take to be the true 
result of study." President Garfield took a great 
interest in this institution as a friend and visitor; and 
his bast, erected by the contributions of the deaf and 
dumb throughout the United States, adorns the build- 
ing. The good a man does lives after him, and his 
name. 

Washington is the most beautiful of the American 
cities that I visited. It is artistically laid out in 
avenues, called after the names of the various States, 
most of which radiate from the Capitol as the centre, 
and by streets cutting one another at right angles, 
— those running east and west being called by the 
letters of the alphabet, and those north and south by 
numbers, beginning in each direction at the CapitoL 
The city is not governed by a corporation, but by 
three commissioners appointed by the President of 
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the United States, The region in which it is situated 
is called the District of Colambia. This district — 
" D. C," as it is with American brevity designated 
■ — consists of a square whose side is ten miles, and was 
taken from the States of Maryland and Virginia. All 
the public buildings are iu the part taken from Mary- 
land, and the part taken from Virginia was given back 
I to that State by Congress, in 1846. The district was 
Burveyed and defined in 1791, so that the city is 
I not 100 years old, and yet it contains at present an 
I estimated population of 1 20,000, and the whole 
[ district 175,000. As it is rapidly increasing every 
I year, it will soon be one of the large cities of America. 
I Already it is a place of great interest and wealth, and 
I would well repay a visit much longer than I was able 
I to make. All along I had to be content with a very 
I cursory view. If I had taken the advice of American 
' friends, and visited a tithe of the interesting places 
they recommended, I should have been there now and 
perhaps for the rest of my life. I spent but two days 
1 Washington, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



BALTIMOKE. 

LtAVlNO thia pleasant city with regret I went by the 
Saltimore and Ohio Kailway to Baltimore. Tho 
distance is 42 miles. It was by the " 45 minute 
train," reckoned the fastest in America. A lady and 
gentleman on the seat behind me were speaking in 
praise of its speed and punctuality. My curiosity , 
being excited I pulled out my watch and waited for 
the advertised moment of starting. Precisely at the 
minute it started, and soon attained its full speed. The 
speed was equal to that of our best lines to the north 
or west. The journey from station to station was done 
in exactly 45 minutes — the train had quite sustained 
its reputation— but the ride was not comfortable, most 
probably owing 'to the imperfection of the rails and 
sleepers ; the oscillation at some points was so great 
that we had to hold on by the seats to keep our erect 
position, and I thought several times we should be 
fairly over. And wherever the swinging was most the 
noise was loudest, no doubt the result of increased 
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friction. If anything had broken, the consequences 
must have been terrible. I predicted to a fellow- 
passenger an aecident one day, and he said he did not 
doubt it. Railway accidents in America are of too 
frequent occurrence, and from their disastrous con- 
sequences may fairly be claimed also as the greatest 
in the world. The speed of American trains is in 
general not nearly so great as that of our best lines, 
and the single " track" is the rule. At the Baltimore 
station there were the usual hotel omnibuses — one 
labelled the "Bamum Hotel," I asked a gentleman 
if that belonged to the celebrated showman, and he 
answered, " I guess not " — about the only proper use 
of the word " guess " I had heard since I had been in 
America, though I am not sure it was used even then 
in the proper sense. I took up my quarters in 
the "Malthy House," which I found suffieieutly 
comfortable, old fhishioned, and doing, as a gentleman 
remarked, " a big trade." 

Baltimore, the capital of Maryland, is a city of 
about 500,000 inhabitants. It is situated at the heatl 
of Chesapeake Bay, and has extensive shipping. Ita 
inhabitants are said to bi "slow, but surei" not 
engaging in wild speculations like many other 
American cities, and avoiding thereby their gigantic 
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smaslies and faitureB. Baltimore was a strMigholcl of 
slavery while that institution Existed. The black or 
" coloured " population amountB to many thousands. 
The hard work here seems still to be done by that 
race, and by another hardly more fortunate, who have 
in the world more than their share of the hardest toil, 
the poor Irish. Theae abound in Baltimore, chiefly 
because it is a seaport, and possibly also because it 
brings back a name weli-knowu in their beloved 
fatherland, from which they have been expatriated by 
hard fortune and poverty. As the Germans bring 
with them, wherever they go, Imager Beer, so the Irish 
bring their whisky. Near the quays in Baltimore, 
the whisky shops, with their strong odour, are as 
numerous as in Belfast or Cork. A great many of the 
rich planters of the south live in the best parts and 
neighbourhood of Baltimore. They axe said to bi; 
remarkable for their pride and exelusiveness, and still 
to bear a, grudge against their northern fellow citizens 
for the destruction of their favourite institution of 
slavery. In the hotel, " Sam," the head, and several 
of the other waiters had been bom, and served in their 
youth as slaves before they had become freed men. 
Many who were bom slaves still remain and serve in 
the families in which they were bora, just as they had 
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done when slaves, and would consider it a great hard- 
ship to be forced to leave them. " If," said a lady, 
who lives in the neighbourhood of Baltimore, " I put 
out my servants by the front door aa free, they would 
; immediately come in to serve me again by the back." 
I 'While walking about in the evening I observed 
suppers being served on stalls in the streets, very 
cheap, as was said. I saw several blacks busy with 
knife and fork at fried fish and potatoes. Asked to 
[ join, I was obliged to decline. I had put into my 
hand a bill of a theatrical performance, on which, 
I among other attractions, it was stated to be " the 
I coolest place in the city." Surely a wonderful theatre. 
During the night, in my mosf[ui to- curtained bed, I 
l' was awakened by the loud ringing of a great town 
bell, and for the next hour I was kept awake by the 
I headlong rattle of one fire-engine after another 
I hastening to a fire that had broken out in the neigh- 
lljourhood. Fires are almost of nightly occurrence, 
rand, many of the teuements being of wood, are some- 
times very destructive. The tire-extinguishing service 
\ of Baltimore is said to be very efficient, on the 
principle, I suppose, that practice makes perfect. At 
the various stations the horses are kept ready 
harnessed, and so well are these animals accustomed 
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to their work, and apparpntlj so interested in it, 
1 as soon as the alarm of fire ia given they rush 
with the engine at full gallop, without stimulas, 
eteam being got up meanwhile. Next morning I took 
a walk along the quays and was amused to see the 
names of places for which steamers were to start — 
lUchmond, Norfolk, Oxford, and Cambridge, In the 
I shops were endless piles of water melons, the small 
I ones five and the large ones ten cents each. There 
were some funny signs ; one, a painted gluss of beer 
foaming over, and underneath the notice, "5,000 men 
wanted to unload schooners j capital, five cents." I 
took a ride in a street car right through the heart of 
the town, from one end to the other. To the question 
. of the conductor — where I wanted to go, I answered, 
" with you," which seemed to puzzle him for a 
moment; but when he understood my drift he 
' answered, " All right, sir," and, being thus cou- 
[ stituted jay guide, he took pleasure in directing my 
attention to the most notable things on his route. 
Among the printed notices in the inside of the car 
' was the following, " In deference to the ladies, gentle- 
men are requested not to spit on the fioor," suggestive 
of gallantry and something else. In the Electrical 
Exhibition at Philadelphia, I observed ako the notice 
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stuck up, " Please do not spit on the floor," The 
Americans in times past have often been blamed for 
the disgusting habit of spitting; but I did not see 
much of it, and it is evident from such notices that it 
is now revolting to pubhc opinion, and being put 
down. The French, reputed so pohte a nation, are, as 
far as my experience goes, much more addicted to the 
habit than the Americans. Loaded trucks — " freight 
waggons," as they are called — drawn along the streets 
by eight horses tandem, from the ships to the railway, 
are a common sight in Baltimore, though curious to a 
stranger. I observed also a fiour-waggon drawn by a 
team of six horses two deep, the driver riding on a 
Saddle, with stirrups, on one of the shaft horses, and 
irith long -whip keeping his leaders to their work 
through the crowded streets. A gentleman from 
Yorkshire, the brother of a well-known public man in 
England — who spends most of his time in America 
looking after his investments — was living in the hotel, 
and wished to show me the most interesting sights of 
tlie city, especially the beautiful park in the out- 
skirts on which much money had been lavished ; but 
my time iiot permitting I was obliged to decline his 
civility. 

In the afternoon I took the train, and had a dusty 
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ride back to Philadelphia. Ou my arrival I had an 
opportunity of seeing a military funeral— of an officer 
who had distinguished himself in the Mexican war. 
A force of police four deep led the procession, then a 
band of music playing, next a body of soldiers with 
their officers, then the hearse with the coffin visible, 
after it more soldiers, and in the rear numerous 
carriages. There 'vrern also side pedestrian processions 
of the curious, keeping pace with the main procesidon 
in the centre. America not keeping a standing army 
in time of peace, miUtary displays when they occur 
have all tBe more interest and attraction. The 
people seem to have a fondness for processions. Once, 
on returning to my lodgings, I came upon a stream of 
persons, dressed out, marching six deep on the foot- 
paths of both sides of the street. I was carried along 
with the tide, and after proceeding with the multi- 
tude for a mile or two I took my own direction. On 
asking a policeman what was the object of the pro- 
cession in which I had involuntarily taken a part, I 
learned it was for the purpose of "raising a banner " in 
favour of the candidature of Blaine. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



I 



HOMEWARD WAT. 
After a fortnight's sojourn in the South, I returned 
to New York, ninety-eight miles from Philadelphia. 
I had a good view of the country, which is flat and 
sandy, well adapted for fruit-growing. The railway 
cuttings gave good sections, showing the alluvial 
nature of the aoil. At Trenton are large*pottery and 
brick works. Much of the land is waste, covered with 
weeds and woods. Jersey City and Newark are 
populous and busy placea. Evidence everywhere of 
the impending election — advertisements of "Political 
Banners and Campaign Goods." The ferry-boat of the 
Pennaylvanian Eailway took me across the North River 
to New York. An " express " took my trunk and self 
to Pier 38, where the " Arizona " was being loaded 
with flour and apples in barrels, apparently enough to 
sink the ship. It is astonishing to a landsman what a 
bulk these vessels can receive. The steerage passengers 
and their effects were being collected on the pier, 
under the superintendence of an officer of the ship. 
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Small merchants at the entrance were offering for 
sale the outfit recommended for steerage paesengers. 
Having deposited my luggage in my berth, I made 
for the city once more, and was directed to Wall 
street by the street car as far as Cortland Street, 
Nearly the whole way our course was impeded, and 
frequently stopped altogether, by a i)lethora of loaded 
vehicles, of all descriptions, conveying goods to the 
various steamers about to stait on the morrow. I duly 
found my way to Broadway, and thence to Wall Street, 
where I got rid of my American notes for English 
Bovereigns. *At the Fifth Avenue Hotel I took dinner, 
which, without whae, cost two dollars, and afterwards 
looked over a file of the TiTnes containing accounts of 
Gladstone's Midlothian campaign, of which, owing to 
my voluntary isolation from all newspapers for the 
last sis weeks, I had beard nothing. On my way to 
the steamer I passed through a crowd watching a man 
and woman dancing and cutting capers, in a state of 
partial nudity, in a projecting bay window open and 
brilliantly lighted. A gentleman sitting beside me 
could give me no information on this exhibition; but 
he told me he was a native of Liverjjool though now 
resident in New York, which he liked much better, as 
with brains alone a man could make money there,. 
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which he could not do in Liveqiool, On returning to 
the ship I found the loading still going on, and was 
respectfully accosted by a man who said he had had 
the pleasure of cleaning my hoota on the outward 
voyage. I remembered that, for want of smaller 
change, I had given him for his services a. dollar-piece, 

. 'and I suppose that is what impressed my image on his 
memory. I was recognised also by one of the quarter- 
masters, an active, intelligent man, who, having a 
holiday the week the British Association met at 
Southport, spent it by attending the meetings as an 
associate ; and not many took more interest in the pro- 
ceedings than this humble seaman. As night wore on 
the passengers came aboard and sought out their 
various sleeping places. This time there were only 
fifty-five cabin passengers, mostly English, returning 
like myself from seeing more or less of America. 
They all appeared in soberer mood than on the out- 
ward voyage. The buoyant hope of seeing new scenes 
had given place to a longing for home. Several were 
anxious to know if all was as well there as when they 
left, and some, alas, afterwards found that sad changes 
had taken place. There being many vacant berths on 

- board, I hoped I might have had one to myself; but 
no, another was put into the narrow cell, just as if the 
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had her full complement — ^I do not under- 
stand why. The company would certainly be no losers 
in the end by a little liberality in this direction. The 
occupant of the upper berth in my stateroom was 
a Spaniard, from Valencia, of the mature age of seven- 
teen, though a man ia appearance of three or four- 
snd-twenty. He had been three or four months 
in America, chiefly on business in connection witli 
mineral oil, of which his father was a refiner. He had 
learned a little English during his American sojourn, 
but our medium of communication was a sort of 
French of not the purest Parisian. As on the out- 
■ward voyage, we two did not encumber the scanty 
ifltanding room at the same time, the youth not coming 
in till long after T was in bed and not rising till long 
after I was out. 

Oar ahip started from New York punctually at 

5 o'clock a.m. As thei:e had been a great deal of 
noise overhead all night I had not much sleep and was 
awake when she begau to move, hut I did not go on 
deck till we were past Sandy Hook. On deck, about 

6 o'clock, I found fine weather, and our ship was 
running smoothly at fully 17 knots an hour. At noon 
we had run 84 nautical miles, as shown by the 
passengers' chart. After breakfast my i 
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panion got me to assist him in buying from the 
steward some cigars — sts, I believe, for 50 cents — 
and he smoked four of them the next three hours. 
Smoking in general seems to me a detestable habit, 
but in boys it is absolutely disgusting, and I regretted 
I had helped the little scamp to indulge in it, and in 
the end he had still more cause himself. There was 
also a Spanish young lady on board, with a large and very 
loquacious parrot which spoke very good Spanish, but 
his vocabulary was not of the politest kind. He gave, 
during the voyage, much amusement by his human- 
like screaming and chattering, and especially by his 
impatient scolding fits. With these two my berth- 
fellow had frequent conversations. Sometimes also, 
during the nightly tossiogs of the ship, he would 
strike up a conversation with me below in praise of his 
fiancee, Orlandino Nicols, a girl of 18, very pretty, 
as he said ; and by way of proof he handed me down 
her photograph which, however, the feeble electric 
light of our room did not enable me to see. His own 
mother had been married at 18, had had 16 children, 
and lost of them 12 by death — the eldest, a girl of 19, 
having been drowned while bathing. What tales of 
sorrow family histories unfold ! 
L Sunday moming broke fine. A notice was put up 
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that Divine senice would be held in the cabin at 
11.30. At 11.15 the church-going hell commenced 
to tinkle. At the aiipointed time a number of 
passengers, chiefly men, assembled. The captain 
acted as chaplain, though several clergymen were <m. 
board, wishing no doubt to avoid the invidious task ot. 
making a choice. The service opened with the hymn 
(iVncient and Modem), "Eternal Father, Btron^ 
to save. Whose arm hath bound the restless wave "— 
the piano leading. The Church service was read very 
well, with a strong but reverent voice, unlike much 
of the perfunctory professional reading frequently" 
heard, running on with the noisy rapidity of machinery- 
wanting both feeling and oil. At the close a collection. 
was made for the Sailors' Hospital, Liverpool. When. 
T went upstairs I asked a friend why he, a member of 
the Church of England, did not go down to worship? 
His answer was, he knew all the Church service by 
heart, and therefore did not think it worth while. He 
would have gone down if there had been a sermon or 
an address of any kind. This is characteristic of the 
English people in general. They cannot be satisfied 
with mere forms. I did not learn whether any service 
was held in the steerage, where tlfS passengers formed 
a numerous and motley company, many being quite 
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young children. On our present eastern passage from 
noon to noon was only 23J hours, and in that time the 
ship had passed over 369 miles. On our second day 
out the only sail we saw was an American timber ship, 
a, sailing vessel. We caught sight of her at a con- 
siderable distance, and, as she was going with a fair 
wind in the same direction as ourselves, it was a long 
time before we caught her up. When we were abreast 
of her she was no great distance off. We could see 
ber crew walking about and eyeing us as we passed. 
We gradually left her behind, heaving on the lonely 
ocean. To the unaccustomed there is something 
touching in losing sight of a soUtary wanderer on 
the awful deep as night begins to fall, but to mariners 
it is a matter of course ; they think no more of it than 
the coachman does of the waggon he passes on the 
Toad. 

As the voyage progressed I began to make the 
acquaintance of some of my fellow-passengers — with 
others I never changed words all the way. Nest me at 
table sat a Cambridge honour man, who told me the 
most celebrated tutor at Cambridge refused to coach 
any but the very ablest men, and to that circumstance 
he chiefly owes his fame ; also of a celebrated 
Brooklyn preacher, who, on the previous Sunday, had 
15 
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begun his sermon by the startling words, " This is a 

hot day," and then proceeded with a sermon 

against swearing, and to say that such was the remark 
of a young man, which he had heard as he entered the 
church. He had thus at once the advantage of 
swearing, if any, and the credit of reproving it. Oppo- 
site me sat an old Welsh lady, whose husband was a 
prosperous smith and wheelwright in Michigan. She 
had left Wales many years ago, and was going to see 
there some surviving friends, and stop a year with 
them if she did not get tired before the end of it. 
There was a fine tall old Irish gentleman, who was 
conspicuous on board by the fine walking-stick, with an 
ornamental massive gold head, which he always carried 
about with him on deck. This I threatened to steal, 
which threat procured for me its history and much 
else. He had been spending four months with his 
three sons in Philadelphia. One of them had gone 
out there some years ago, and in six months after his 
arrival had married a wife, with a fortune of £7,000* 
He then engaged in shoemaking, in which he prospered, 
and has now a factory with more than 400 hands, who 
earn each on an average three dollars a day. He 
was proud of his well-doing sons, who ha^i presented 
him, as a token of affection, this splendid gold-headed 
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staff, with liis name elegantly eugraved. He had a 
daughter in a nimnery in France, in her novitiate, 
who in two years time would, he hoped, return to some 
convent in Ireland. He complained bitterly of the Pro- 
testant gentry fomenting animosity between the Orange, 
men and Catholics^no doubt an es-parte statement. 
Next to the Welsh lady sat another lady, no longer 
quite a girl, a farmer in Michigan. Her father had been 
dead some years, and she had inherited his land and 
carried on successfully the farming bnsiness. Her forte 
L was finance. She invested her gains in safe mortgages 
Lat 10 per cent. Her freehold houses in Chicago paid 
I her 7 per cent. She had a brother, who left America 
' two days before hei'. He had formerly been in South 
Africa at the diamond fields, had done well, and sent over 
.37,000 dollars for her to invest for him. This she did 
well. She was cautious, made inquiries, and advanced 
money only on real estate. Her advice to young men 
I was to go to the West, be in no hurry to invest their 
money, but look about till they found something 
good. Many made the mistake of investing too 
rapidly. She was going to spend some months 
of winter in England. Another passenger was a 
pubhc man of London, formerly a student of De 
Morgan, at University College, London, who related an 
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abortive attempt of two aspiring youths to ititrodnci 
into that seat of leaming caps and gowns. Hi 
knew a great deal more than ordinary people ; coit- 
sidered I he Bible an unsuitable book to put into tbi 
hands of cbildien, and many of its stories highly 
immoral ; advocated the teaching of 
eapecially physiology ; was altogether opposed to 
pauperising the people in the east-end of London by 
giving them material help. There were such misery 
and wretchedness now in the world because of the in- 
terference that was being made with the operation of 
Dame Nature. Pestilence, famine, and war were her 
grand specifics to check over-population, and now, by 
Banitary measures, charity, teaching, preaching, and 
general philanthropy, men were doing what they could 
to frustrate the said Dame Nature in her beneficent 
checks. The consequence was, people were multiplying 
too fast, and crushing one another again out of exists 
ence. Hence the squalor, poverty, and suffering. I 
had the temerity, iu presence of this knowing mas, to 
suggest that the proper and worthier cheeks of nature 
lay in education, prudence, and self-control, and that 
these would more likely lead to the amehoration of the 
world than pestilence, famine, and war ; but I am afraid 
my observation was despised, for be gave no answer, but 
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began immediately to talk of the London water supply 
and sewage. Another gentleman, an ex-il.P,, told me 
of a visit he had recently paid to friend in Manitoba, 
This friend, formerly in a good position in the city of 
London, had by misfortune been compelled to seek a 
new home in the West, taking with him his wife and 
two sons. The father and sons had got the usual &ee 
grant of 160 acres of land each, or 4S0 acres together, 
and had bought an additional quantity to make up the 
640 acres or square mile. They had been only one year 
there, and yet had got 50 acres under crop. They 
had two bullock teams and a pony and chaise. The 
sons, gentlemen in England, worked I here as labourers, 
ploughing and carting with the bullocks, and one 
of them bad met the visitor at the station and driven 
him home seven miles in the bullock waggon. They 
had erected a comfortable wooden house, which they 
had painted within and without, and were living — if not 
with all the luxuries of civihsed life, yet, what is a great 
deal better to a generous mind — in independence. 
Among our cabin passengers were two little girls. The 
one between three and four years old made herself at 
home with everybody. She had been a great traveller 
and so had become quite a child of the world. She was 
under the protection of her aimt, who gave me some 
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jarticulars of her history. The aunt lived with her 
father in Liverpooh This was the child of her brothi 
who lived in California. She had taken care of the 
child for some years in Liverjiool, and, at her brother'a 
request, had taken her to him in Cahfomia. The 
child's mother was of German extraction, and did not 
like the bother of children. Though she had not seen 
her child for some years, and it had been brought all 
the way from England to her, she did not take much 
interest in it. This the child was not long in perceiv- 
ing, and declared she would not stay with her mother' 
but return with her aunt. The mother offered no 
opposition, and the little traveller, after having crossed 
the Atlantic and the American continent, visited Cali- 
fornia, Oregon, Dakota, and I know not how many other 
places, was now on her way back to England to live' 
there with her aunt better than a parent. The people 
in California it appeared made much money, but in 
general spent it just as fast, with damage to themselves 
and their better nature. We had a specimen of the 
men of that region on board, a gentleman setting out to 
make, for the first time, the tour of the British Isles 
and of the Continent. He appeared to be very flush of 
money, greatly afflicted by thirst, and to take, as a 
gentleman frequently remarked, "too many cocktails." 
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Occasionally I took a walk among the steerage 
passengers. Many of them seemed very poor, and I 
wondered what was making them leave America. I 
had heard that the American authorities sometimes 
sent paupers straight back to the country whence they 
came, and I thought some such persons might be 
among these poor-looking passengers. But, as far as 
I could learn, there were none ; most were going on 
a visit to see friends. The low fare, £4 each, presented 
no great difficulty; and in winter some industries 
cease. I talked with a family, consisting of father, 
mother, and four children — the youngest 13 months. 
They were Swedes, and going to spend half-a-year 
with their friends in the south of Sweden. They were 
all having their breakfast on deck — beef, potatoes, 
rice, and tea. The rice and milk, forming a pulp, was 
in a dish on a raised part of the deck. One of the 
-elder boys — exceedingly restless, as healthy boys under 
such circumstances, cribbed, cabined, and coniined, are 
sure to be — after threatening to fall down the hatch- 
way and receiving sundry tumbles elsewhere, ended 
by getting up where the rice was and putting his foot 
into the pulp, which covered his boot and a good part 
of his leg, sticking to both like glue. The poor 
mother was forced first to take off the disfigured boot, 
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then to give the delinquent a box on the ear, and 
ended by saying to me, that if she had known what 
trouble the children would give her on such a voyage 
she would have stopped at home. The pair had been 
in America 15 years. The husband was a mason, 
earned three dollars a day, sometimes five, and had in 
the season plenty of work. His home was in nUnois, 
a much better place, he said, than the east of America, 
I found another man, originally from Ireland, who had 
been in Massachusetts for 30 years, and was going to 
Wexford to see his mother, aged 90, before she died. 
His father had been dead 40 years. He was taking 
her a present from himself and one from his son, who 
had never seen her. There is something touching in. 
such evidences of filial affection, which poverty, and 
toil, and distance, and time cannot extinguish. It 
may be imagined with what feelings the old widow 
saw her son and received the presents from him and 
her grandson. This man was a shoemaker, had 
formerly earned tliree dollars a day, but hand labour 
had been so much cut up by machinery that he now 
earned only two. He thought the misery of Ireland 
did not spring from over-population, as it had formerly 
supported eight millions of people and now there were 
only five. He had been told that the misery was 
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caused by bad government, and because the best land 
was in the handa of absentee landlords. I talked with 
a man from Lancashire, who had gone to America six 
months before, without his family, seeking work. He 
had worked in a woollen factory ia Kew England, but 
the stock in the country was so great that the opera- 
tives worked only three days a week and received only 
a dollar a day. He could do better at home, as out 
of his sleudpr wages he had to pay 15 dollars a month 
for board and lodging. He had only as much money 
i would carry him home, but, though penniless, he 
was sure his wife and childrea would be glad to see 
him. Another mau was returning home for a similar 
reason. He was a cooper, had beea formerly engaged 

I in Gruinness's Brewery, Dublin. When in America he 
earned 15 dollars a month, and could not get " study " 
work even at that — could earn as much in Ireland, 
where living was far cheaper. I found also in the 
steerage a family who had been a year in London, 
Ontario, now going back to Yorkshire, not liking 
Canada ; the husband was a clerk. This is another 

I instance of what I had often heard — that the pen is 
not the instrument to earn one's bread with in 
America. It is the axe, hammer, pick, spade, or 
ahovel, that moneyless immigrants should be able to 
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H after leaving New York the weather was fine and the 
sea smooth, but on the fourth day, when over the 
backs of Newfoundland, the sky clouded over and it 
rained more or leas all day. The wind gradually rose, 
and for the next two daya it blew a strong gale and 
the sun was not once seen. The barometer had fallen 

» during the past two days, from 30-60 to 29*45. Sea- 
sickness now became general. Not one of the ladies 
appeared in the saloon. As the wind was blowing 
bard on our beam, the ship rolled much from side 
^ to side, rendering walking difficult' without the 
^M assistance of ' the life-line. At meals the tables 
^1 were famished with shallow, manger-like receptacles 
^M fastened to them, in which our plates, &c., were 
^B pint to keep them from either rolliog away from □& 
^M or falling on our lap. Notwithstanding this con- 
H trivance, our tea or water was often upset, and things 
^M on the middle of the table were sometimes, when the 
^M lurch was unusually great, rolled completely oflf and 
^M scattered on the floor ; dishes of oranges or apples 
H vould be seen rolling along Hke cricket balls, and the 
^V stewards acrambhng and picking them up as if in the 
^1 act of fielding. The sight of the ocean was grand. 
^1 To my mind it threw into the shade the admired 
^ft Niagara Falls, dwarfing them into insignificance. I 
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miglit be serious. When we consider the present keen 
•competition and rage for quick passages we cannot but 
feel that there is a great temptation to run at too great 
•speed in fogs or in the neighbourhood of ships or ice- 
bergs, not to speak of the damage that may be done to 
the machinery by excessive strain. 

When the sun shone in the morning or at noon the 
latitude and longitude were taken, and the run calcu- 
lated therefrom, but when the sky was all day overcast 
the distance run had to be arrived at by " dead reckon- 
ing" — i.e., by calculation founded on direction of course, 
rate of speed as determined from time to time by the 
log, and the time. The result can, of course, be only 
approximately correct, though on a course so well 
known as the one we were on by a captain that had 
passed over it more than 550 times, as ours had done, 
the error must be very trifling. The revolutions made 
by the engine are also an element in determining the 
•distance, though not an absolutely reliable one, as 
appears from the answer reported to have been given 
on one occasion by the chief engineer of an American 
;steamer. This Scotchman, having been asked how the 
voyage was getting on, is said to have answered thus : 
•^* I dinna ken whar they are up by, but doun here we 
hae been in New York three days sin." For three days 
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IS, instead of the pillows, he had employed 
a hard-stuffed carpet bag. The continued rough 
weather distressed considerably all who were not good 
sailors. The second of the little girls I referred to a 
little while ago suffered a good deal, and one evening 
was fretful and crying. Children find friends and 
sympathy everywhere, and a kind gentleman took the 
little crying girl out of her mother's arms to give her 
a carry on the deck ; the wind had somewhat abated, 
and the ship rolled less constantly, but no sooner had 
the gentleman commenced to walk than she gave a 
tremendous lurch and threw both him and the child 
against the side. The mother naturally shrieked, and 
we thought the child was overboard ; but, with great 
presence of mind, the gentleman threw liimself flat 
down on the deck, holding the little one safe in his 
arms. He returned her immediately to the mother, 
feeling, no doubt, that the deck of a ship in a heavy 
eea liable to slope like the roof of a house is not a safe 
place for such a promenade. The storm was evidently 
equinoctial, though some meteorologists deny the 
existence of Ruch storms ; because they do not happen. 
everywhere on the very day. After dark, while the 
wind was raging, we saw what was said to be the 
*' America " on her outward way to Kew York. Her 



HOMEWARD WAY. 2S9' 

lights, luridly gleaming through the darkness, pro- 
duced a strange effect on the mind, combined with the 
thought of her facing a head wind and raging sea in 
such a dark and stormy night. Landsmen, in their 
comfortable homes, little think of those ocean- 
wanderers, and of the hands and heads busy all night 
long speeding them on their course. 

An ocean steamship is a microcosm. On it are 
often concentrated the most diverse characters. An 
observant man must there see strange faces, and 
stranger still would be their histories if they could be 
known. Their moving springs are pleasure, business, 
or crime. I heard some strange stories of lovers,, 
elopers, courtesans, debtors, murderers meeting there^ 
with the innocent, pure, and good. On the previous^ 
voyage of our ship a rich noodle of New York, smitten 
by the charms of another man's wife, had gone to 
England under a false name to meet his paramour^ 
but receiving a telegram on his arrival at Queenstown, 
that the coast was not clear and dangers ahead, he 
proceeded no further, but took the next ship for 
America, having had, as was meet, only his journey 
for his pains. Among our passengers was a com- 
mercial traveller in the woollen goods line, who went 
to America four times a year. Trade there was duller 



AMERICA AND BACK. 



^B 340 

^H than it had been ever known since 1877. He carried 
^H constantly a revolver, as hotel robberies were of con- 
^H stant occurrence by false keys and bolt-drawing. A 
^H &iend of bis, at Cincinnati, had lately been robbed in 
^H the night of 500 dollars, though he had secured his 
^H door both by lock and bolt. The criminal classes of 
^^1 New York were far worse than those of London — ^the 
^^P worst, he believed, in the world. "We had also a party 
^V of backwood hunters on board, who discoiursed of 
^H explosives and shell-bullets. An American gentleman 
^B said the grizzly bear was very hard to kill bj the 
ordinary bullets, and was very dangerous when 
slightly wounded, as he then turned furiously on his 

I assailant and could run for a while as fast as a horse, 
A tree he had found sometimes the only means of 
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The storm continued to blow during the sixth and 
seventh days of our voyage. On the eighth it mode- 
rated, and, in the course of the morning the eun 
appearing, gave the captain an opiwrtunity of taking 
an observation. The distance accomplished during 
the two preceding days was found by dead reckoning, 
and may have been greater or less than the space 
actually passed over. Wliat is certain is, that during the 
last three days we had run 1,125 miles. Olf the Irish. 
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[ coast the fog-horn was sounded to call the attention 
of those in the light -house to our arrival, that it.might 
be signalled to Queenstovm for the tender to be ready 
to meet us when we should get there. We now, in 
fair weather, steamed along the southern coast of 
Ireland, getting a good view of the high but shorn 
cliffs up which the sea, not yet at rest, was sending 
its surges as white sheets, ' which seemed to cHng to 
the rocks as if loath to come down. We passed the 
light-houses standing on the verge of this weather- 
beaten coast — the Cow and Calf Rocks, Kinsale — and 
finally reached the entrance of Queenstown Harbour 
7 days, 5 hours, and 38 minutes from Sandy Hook. 

■ Just as we arrived at Queenstown we saw the 

"*AQ8tral" leaving for Liverpool. Though starting an 
hour later she had got there a few minutes before us, 
which filled ua with a secret chagrin. The barber, 
however, the one official who was not tongue-tied, gave 
us some consolation by saying that the " Arizona " had 
beaten the " Austral " sixteen times, and had been 
beaten by her only twice. Moreover, the " Austral " 
could do nothing in a head wind, while the " Arizona " 
did not mind it in the least. Had not the wind been 
where it was she would have beaten her again. Our 

r -tender, the " Lord Bandon," came out to meet us, bring- 
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ing a few passengers. The mails, the luggage, and tlieu 
BOme passengers were put aboard of her with all pos- 
sible haste. When this was done, the cry was raised, 

" Where is that man he always keeps us waiting ? '* 

A shout of impatience for the missing man, some sort 
of official who had to visit the ship, was again and again 
repeated in the course of half a minute. The unlucky 
wight at length appeared from the hinder part of 
tht ship, and he was bundled down the gangway with 
such headlong speed that he oould not stop himself till 
he dashed against the far side of the tender. After 
this speedy despatch, the tender was immediately 
looeed, and off we set again, with all speed, in pursuit 
of the " Austral." The tender had brought some 
Dublin newspapers, that were eagerly bought at Gd. 
each, and also a batch of letters that were seized with 
avidity. Some of these brought good news and the 
promise of a, near and joyous welcome ; others news of 
a very different character. One gentleman, who had 
been very happy and jolly during the voyage, received, 
trom his aged mother, intelligence of the death and 
burial of his brother, whom he had left, a few weeks 
before, in perfect health. 

We sailed along the Irish coast. Night came on, 
and the moon shone gloriously on the water of St. 
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George's Channel, where we met the outward-bound 
Cunard ship. When I entered my berth, I found the 
Spanish youngling in anxiety about money matters. 
He had left New York with a supply sufficient, as he 
supposed, to take him to Liverpool. But, on cigars 
and other luxurifes of the steward's bar, he had spent 
so much that he had not enough left to give the usual 
gratuity to his two stewards. And, to make matters 
worse, he had forgotten the address of his fatlier's 
banker in Liverpool, What was he to do ? I found he 
remembered the address of his London banker and 
advised him to telegraph there. This he said he 
would do and ask for the remittance of £50 to take 
him to Valencia, with suitable presents for his mother 
and his Orlandino. All night long there was a great 
noise overhead, and little sleep below in consequence 
of that and the heat. I was on deck before six. We 
were going up the Channel at a rapid rate, with a fair 
wind and all sails set. We had suffered^ short deten- 
tion, to let pass the Holyhead mail packet that was 
crossing our track. A ship was seen before us, 
supposed to be our rival the " Austral," and a batch of 
young men confidently affirmed that we were catching 
her up, because, as they alleged, the wind that was 
hurrying us so nicely along had not yet reached her. 
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But the expectation founded on this ingenious theory 
was doomed to disappointment. The vessel we were 
catching, and did catch up, proved to be not tJie 
" Austral " but a heavy laden, slow-going, steam barge. 
One reason of the haste that was being made was 
to get over the bar before the ebbing tide rendered 
that impracticable, and it was feared that we might 
be detained there and perhaps sent off by the tender. 
But fortune favoured us. The bar was safely crossed, 
and soon after we were in the vicinity of the Liverpool 
wonderful docks. The passengers and their belong- 
ings are speedily transferred to the tender. We jump 
ashore, -magno telluria amtyre, and just as the last 
of oor fiassengers reached the custom-house the 
"Austral's" passengers reached the landing-stage. 
We had got ashore first after all. The two crews 
mixed on the landing-stage, exchanged salutations 
and inquiries. They had got past us, said they, 
because their captain had taken a slightly shorter 
course; but our captain, they admitted, had a 
reputation that put him at the very head of his 
profession. The custom-house examination was soon 
performed. Two ladies came to me in anxiety. They 
had seen a notice that unless dutiable articles were 
declared beforehand they would be seized and the 
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owners fined. They had some American wine, and 
were afraid of losing it and getting into trouble 
into the bargain. I told them they had only to 
mention it to the oflScers as they were going to be 
examined and it would be all right. One of our 
steerage passengers— an American Irishman — ^was by 
no means satisfied with the result of the examination. 
This was the taJe he thrust into my ear after he got 
away : — He was a bricklayer in New York, in work at 
5 dollars a day of 10 hours. They had struck for 
the same pay and only 9 hours* work. During the 
strike he thought he would come over and see his 
parents in England, as he had a few dollars by him. 
But he would not live in such a country as this. Ho 
had bought a' pound of tobacco in New York for the 
voyage. Came on board very drunk. I ouglit to 
have heard him, as he understood he made a dreadful 
noise. He did not recover from his intoxicatiiin for 
two days. In consequence had not smokcnl his usual 
tobacco. When he came to Liverpool was asked if ht* 
had anything subject to duty ; said he ha(ln*t : wn^ 
searched; the tobacco found weighed thret^imirtt'M 
of a pound. He was then asked his name ; auitwertMU 
"Patrick O'Brien." "Well, Mr. O'Brien," said tin- 
oflScer, "half-a-iK)und is all the tobacco allowed; your^* 
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ie three-quarfcerB, so you miiHt pay 3s. 6d. duty." Had 
t-o pay 3s. fid. For a country like England to charge 
a poor inan 3s. 6d. for a quarter of a pound of extra 
tolfa««J-is a black shame. I told him Iiis favonritei 
United States did the very same, and made people' 
KWear into the bargain. 

Here I most bring my story to a close. In 
reviewing my trip I find I passed over nearly 1S,090 
miles during the seven weeks ; have seen a little, and 
comiiaratively but a little, of the New Worid and its 
interesting inhabitants. The North American Can- 
tinent is surely destined to become the home of the 
most powerful nation the world has yet shown, and 
■ even now it presents, from the Gulf of Mexico to 
beyond the Canadian lakes, a iield of no ordinary 
attraction for labour and enterprise. But I returned 
with joy to a country which, taking one thing and one 
season with another, competent judges consider the 
most agreeable place to live in on the face of the 
globe. The cKmate, situation, aod natural wealth, 
combined mth the sphit and industry of her people, 
have made England in reality what an American at 
first Bight rapturously declared her to be — A Perfect 
Gem. 
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